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Mission report
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Agenda for the meeting:

1. Welcome by Etleva Canaj (NFP)

2. Short presentation of the project to be carried out by CRI and REC for the EEA (objective, outcome, timetable)

3. Challenges, trends and facts in waste management in Albania (Pashko Gega (NRC))
· Waste generation, treatment, specific waste streams

· Current legislation on waste

· Waste statistics

4. Introduction of  the country fact sheets on waste policies (CRI)

· Thematic and technical issues

5. Organization of the thematic workshop in June,(CRI)

· Possible country to host the workshop 

· Contents of the workshop, potential speakers  

6. EEA Core Set of Indicators (CSI) 

· Discussion on development of relevant waste indicators

7. Discussion and reflection on EEA’s SOER 2010 thematic assessment “Material resources and waste” and country assessments on waste
8. International Cooperation

9. Information on the new EIONET Forum

· Technical issues
10. Next step

11.  AOB
1. Welcome by Etleva Canaj (NFP)

Ms Etlava Canaj (EC) welcomed the workshop. The participants introduced themselves. 
2. Short presentation of the project to be carried out by CRI and REC for the EEA (objective, outcome, timetable)

Ms Birgitte Kjær (BK) and Mr Ôzgur Saki (ÖS) gave a small introduction to the project.
3. Challenges, trends and facts in waste management in Albania (Pashko Gega (NRC))

· Waste generation, treatment, specific waste streams

· Current legislation on waste

· Waste statistics

Ministry of Public Works, Transport and Telecommunication are responsible for the national waste infrastructure (i.e. planning and building of facilities) and for C&D waste.

Ministry of environment, forests and water Administration is responsible for design methodologies for the environmental treatment of waste in accordance with the type and nature of waste. 

Administrative levels: Albania has 12 regions, 36 municipalities (cities) and 309 communes (rural areas) 

Mr Pasco Gega (PG) gave a presentation of the situation in Albania. The presentation was based on the paper “Summary data on Waste Management” in Albania. The paper has been uploaded to EIONET forum  http://forum.eionet.europa.eu/eea-west-balkans-cooperation-interest-group/library/eea-wb-ipa-waste-2011/country-visits/albania
Municipal waste:
Municipal waste is collected in some cities, although there is no collection system in rural areas. The generation of waste data is estimated on a volume basis. In general there is no equipment for the weighing of solid waste. The amount of municipal waste collected is unknown.

Ms Stela Mantho informed attendees about the situation in the municipality of Tirana. Municipal waste is landfilled and there is no sorting facility at the landfill. Paper is separately collected in a few places. Scavengers are the only ones who sort out cans and PET from waste bins in the city. Due to scavengers, the total amount of waste is difficult to measure. Organic waste is the main part of the municipal waste.  

Hazardous waste: 

No monitoring of hazardous waste. No collection of hazardous waste

Hot spots with storage of hazardous waste
35 hotspots have been identified. 45% are contaminated with heavy metals. Remediation of 10 priority sites is planned.

Legislation

Ms Narin Panariti (NP) from the INPAEL project informed attendees about the transposition of EU waste legislation to national laws. 

6 directives have been implemented into national law: Packaging directive, WEEE, batteries, landfill, incineration and waste statistic regulation.
Directive 2008/98 will be implemented this spring. See INPAEL web. http://www.inpael-eu-al.com/
Albanian has developed a national waste management strategy and plan. 5 regional waste management plans have been finished. 7 plans are missing.

The cost of implementation is estimated to be 150 million €. No political acceptance of the high cost of implementation.

The budget for waste is 2.5 million € per year. This has to cover investments in facilities and administration. 

Waste statistics

Until now the ministry of Public works, Transport and Telecommunication has been responsible for data. Data have until now been based on estimates. Under the new law the Albanian EPA will collect the data and be responsible for it. EPA will get data from the 12 regions. New methodologies have been developed to calculate waste amounts from sampling  

INSTAT has been reporting to Euro stat. The role of INSTAT in reporting waste data is unsure in the future.

Main challenges:  The challenge is not the lack of legislation, but to get the regulations implemented in practice. The lack of financial resources is huge.   

4. Introduction of  the country fact sheets on waste policies (CRI)

· Thematic and technical issues

BK gave a small presentation on the waste fact sheets. In the next step, BK will send the presentation and the word template to the EC. The EC will coordinate the input to the waste fact sheets. Ms Eduart Cani from REC will assist and NP also offer support to complementation of the fact sheets. The deadline for a draft fact sheet will be 15 May 2011.
5. Organization of the thematic workshop in June,(CRI)

· Possible country to host the workshop 

· Contents of the workshop, potential speakers 
 
The participants suggested a number of subjects:

Recycling:

· Recycling of C&D waste How to do it?
· Recycling of WEEE, packaging waste, Batteries. How to set up and run the systems in practice 

Incineration:

- Waste to energy (estimation of costs, public-private partnership and concession)



Treatment of hazardous waste (collection of waste and monitoring of data)

Management and monitoring of waste data. How to set up the system in practice?
ÖS commented on the last suggestion that EEA is not the data centre for waste. Euro stat is the data centre and they are planning a project on collection of waste data in the Western Balkans countries. The EEA will discuss with Euro stat.

6. EEA Core Set of Indicators (CSI) 

· Discussion on development of relevant waste indicators
ÖS would like to have the data on municipal waste generation in 2009 later this year. The quality of the data was discussed under item 3
7. Discussion and reflection on EEA’s SOER 2010 thematic assessment “Material resources and waste” and country assessments on waste
ÖS gave some information about the further assessments of the countries contribution on waste to SOER 2010 (Part C) 

8. Information on the new EIONET Forum

· Technical issue
ÖS and BK gave a small introduction to EIONET forum
9.  AOB
EC thanks all the participants and closed the meeting
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