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Agenda for the meeting
1. Welcome by Mr. Dejan Lekic (NFP) 
2. Short presentation of the project to be carried out by CRI and REC for the EEA (objective, outcome, timetable)

3. Challenges, trends and facts in waste management in Kosovo (UNSCR1244)

· Waste generation, treatment, specific waste streams

· Current legislation on waste

· Waste statistics

4. Introduction of  the country fact sheets on waste policies (REC)

· Thematic and technical issues

5. Organization of the thematic workshop in June, (REC)

· Possible country to host the workshop 

· Contents of the workshop, potential speakers  

6. EEA Core Set of Indicators  (EEA)

· Discussion on development of relevant waste indicators

7. Discussion and reflection on EEA’s SOER 2010 thematic assessment “Material resources and waste” and country assessments on waste (EEA)

8. Information on the new EIONET Forum (REC/EEA)

9. Next step

All presentations at the meeting is uploaded to EIONET Forum http://forum.eionet.europa.eu/eea-west-balkans-cooperation-interest-group/library/eea-wb-ipa-waste-2011/country-visits
1. Welcome 
Mr. Dejan Lekic welcomed the participants and opened the meeting. Ms Tsvetelina Filipova (TsF) and Mr Özgur Saki (ÖS) expressed their thanks to the host for setting up the meeting. ÖS noted that the current project will aim at obtaining a clearer picture on the current state of affairs regarding waste management and the methods and means of ensuring reliable waste data.
2. Short presentation of the project to be carried out (objective, outcome, timetable)

TsF gave a short introduction to the objective, main components, organisation and timeline of the project. ÖS underlined that this project is not only EEA’s project but also the countries’ project. 

3. Challenges, trends and facts in waste management 

Mr. Nebojsa Redzic (NR) (NRC) presented the status and trend in waste management in Serbia. Recently a new Waste Management Strategy was adopted to cover the period 2009-2018.
Municipal waste

NR communicated that at present there are 167 municipalities in Serbia. NR informed attendees that about 60% of the data coming from the municipalities is not reliable. The data is based on assumptions on kg/person/day but the data varies from 30gr to 30kg a day, which is an indication of its lack of trustworthiness. 
There are 164 landfills, out of them 4 are sanitary landfills. Additionally some 3500 dumpsites are recorded. They are formed mainly due to the underdeveloped system for waste collection. Only 60% of the population is offered waste collection services. Public companies manage waste collection and collect waste fees. The fees are very low (3-5 EUR a month) and do not cover actual expenses. For the 4 sanitary landfills, citizens are expected to pay in addition to collection also for landfilling. The landfills are managed by separate public companies.55% of the waste is considered biodegradable. 

There are 3 packaging waste compliance schemes operating in Serbia. 
Hazardous waste

In the period 2007-2010 a project was run on the treatment of medical waste, and another one is currently ongoing. In 79 hospitals medical waste is sterilized in autoclaves. Then the waste is granulated and deposited in landfills. Still a test for two viruses is not administered which poses the threat of contamination. 
Additionally there is a project on inorganic waste treatment. In this connection 3 alternative sites were proposed for such facilities. Unfortunately other types of HW are generally deposited to landfill without prior treatment. Common practice is that some companies are storing HW on their sites for longer periods than is allowed under the legislation (12 months). Often there is past pollution accumulated at the industrial sites.
Tyres were burned in 2 cement plants. The producers and importers pay taxes which include expenses on their treatment and final deposit. There are no incineration plants in Serbia.

Data
The waste codes of the European waste catalogue are used in Serbia. NR has worked on the development of guidelines for waste composition and definitions of the codes of most common waste for Serbia. These guidelines include a list of common Serbian names of waste from the European waste catalogue.  

There is data collected for municipal, industrial, packaging, and medical waste.

For ELVs there is no data, the sector is rather grey. The cars come from the local market.

NR noted that there is in place a system for regular reporting on waste, and even the deadline for data delivery was at the time of the meeting. The obligation on reporting is enforced by inspectors who in case of delay would grant 15 days to the waste operator to comply with the reporting obligation and if the operator fails to comply, the inspector can issue a fine of an amount equal to EUR 5000. Then within an additional 15 day period the operator should provide the data. For instance thanks to this system 95% of the PRTR data has been accumulated on time.

Waste statistics
Statistical office collects data on industrial waste generation. The EPA collect data from some 7000-8000 enterprises while the statistical office from less than 1000. The data of the statistical office is employed to prepare the representative statistics and used for official purposes, which differs from the EPA data, and this situation generally causes problems.
4. Updating of  the country fact sheets on waste policies 

NR has already in 2010 worked on the development of the factsheet on waste and possesses most of the relevant information. Therefore he stated it will not pose any difficulties to prepare an update and meet the deadlines. Since NR mentioned he is well aware of the scope of objectives and content of the factsheet the session on factsheets focused rather on specifics and important aspects which should be considered, eg, provision of examples of initiatives on waste prevention, presentation of situation of specific waste streams etc. REC CO Aleksandar Maksimovic will provide data to EPA on NGO initiatives for waste prevention and other relevant topics to the factsheet scope. TsF invited NR to review existing factsheets on ETC SCP website. 
All EEA member countries will be asked to update their waste sheets by May 13. The update will have special emphasis on waste prevention. The Western Balkan countries are asked to develop facts sheets by 15 May.
5. Organization of the thematic workshop in June 

ÖS briefed participants on the scope and objectives of the upcoming recycling workshop. They invited them to communicate additional relevant topics to be covered as well as inform if they are wiling to host the workshop

NR should inquire the official position of EPA with respect to the hosting of the Workshop. 

Next step: Birgitte Kjaer (CRI) will after finishing all seven countries send a letter to the NFP’s on proposed venue, host, date and subjects.

6. EEA Core Set of Indicators (CSI) 

ÖS explained the work in the EEA on two waste indicators in the core set of indicators 16 on municipal waste generation and 17 on packaging waste generation and recycling. Countries are welcome to provide date on these indicators from 2008. As soon as data is provided the European Topic Centre will deal with it and make it available on the website within 6 weeks. EEA will update the CSI 016 in the autumn 2011.
NR expressed eagerness to provide updated data but their data will be rather from 2010 not from 2008. As of waste composition the data can be from 2009. The national list of waste indicators is expected to be updated next month.
7. Discussion and reflection on EEA’s SOER 2010 thematic assessment  “Material resources and waste” and country assessments on waste
ÖS briefed participants on the latest issue of the SOER, which differing from previous SOER, is a small booklet published as a synthesised report while all submitted date is available on the website. The web based SOER is more dynamic and will allow more regular updates. ÖS thanked Serbia for their valuable contribution to SOER 2010 part C. 

8. Information on the new EIONET Forum

ÖS presented briefly the new EIONET forum which comes to replace the previous CIRCA. He explained its main features and that the previous EIONET or CIRCA password can be used to gain access, but additional authorisation is necessary to upload information which is granted upon automatic request. 

ÖS closed the meeting by thanking the participants. 
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