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Agenda for the meeting
1. Welcome by Mr Rizah Hajdari, (NFP)

2. Short presentation of the project to be carried out by CRI and REC for the EEA (objective, outcome, timetable)

3. Challenges, trends and facts in waste management in Kosovo (UNSCR1244)

· Waste generation, treatment, specific waste streams

· Current legislation on waste

· Waste statistics

4. Introduction of  the country fact sheets on waste policies (REC)

· Thematic and technical issues

5. Organization of the thematic workshop in June, (REC)

· Possible country to host the workshop 

· Contents of the workshop, potential speakers  

6. EEA Core Set of Indicators  (EEA)

· Discussion on development of relevant waste indicators

7. Discussion and reflection on EEA’s SOER 2010 thematic assessment “Material resources and waste” and country assessments on waste (EEA)

8. Information on the new EIONET Forum (EEA)
All presentations at the meeting is uploaded to EIONET Forum http://forum.eionet.europa.eu/eea-west-balkans-cooperation-interest-group/library/eea-wb-ipa-waste-2011/country-visits
1. Welcome 

Mr. Rizah Hajdari (RH) opened the meeting, welcomed the participants and introduced his colleagues. He expressed the interest of the EPA in being involved in the project since he believes that this project will assist the country’s efforts to efficiently participate in EIONET and EEA activities. He considers it as being problematic to obtain all necessary information/data and to ensure the implementation of the considerable amount of tasks by the Kosovo institutions.  He mentioned that 2 reports have been already submitted to EIONET on air emissions and biodiversity. Ms. Tsvetelina Filipova (TsF) and Mr. Özgur Saki (ÖS) expressed their gratitude to the host for setting up the meeting and their willingness to cooperate under this project. ÖS stressed the importance of enhancing cooperation with the EEA. He emphasized additionally that the current project will aim to obtain a clearer picture on the current state of affairs regarding waste management and the methods and means of ensuring reliable waste data.
2. Short presentation of the project 
TsF gave a short introduction to the objective, main components, organisation and timeline of the project.  

3. Challenges, trends and facts in waste management 

Legal, policy and institutional framework

Ms. Mimoza Hyseni (MH) gave an overview presentation on the legal, policy and institutional framework on waste management. Kosovo has officially transposed a considerable part of relevant EU legislation, however the challenge now rest with its implementation. MH informed that the new Kosovo Strategy for Waste Management is almost developed and will cover the period 2011-2021. In fact the existing strategy is being reviewed and amended. The drafting of the Waste Management Plan will follow the adoption of the Strategy. In additional local waste management plans are to be put in place.
Main bodies holding competencies in waste management are the Ministry of Environmental and Spatial Planning, Local governments-Municipalities, Kosovo Landfill Management Company and Regional companies.
The meeting proceeded in an interactive way thus there were targeted discussions which covered the following key waste management aspects:
Waste prevention

No specific instruments, initiatives were communicated with respect to waste prevention. 

Municipal waste
There are 5 regional and 2 municipal sanitary landfills while 90% of the population is covered by waste collection. 10% of rural areas are not covered by waste collection systems. The Kosovo trust Agency manages the funds for the building of sanitary landfills.
The municipal tariffs for waste collection are formed as a fixed amount per household. The fixed tariffs are between 3 and 4 EUR per household. Still it is important to mention that fees on waste collection are difficult to gather from citizens. In this connection the problem of illegal dumpsites remains a challenge to the government since it is an alternative for citizens to opt for instead of paying for collection. The actual waste collection rate is 50% because of the fact that companies cannot claim their fees for execution of the operations. There is no system to ensure the payment of these due fees.
Waste transfer stations are under construction. These stations at the landfills give to the local Roma population the opportunity to generate income by the separation of valuable waste for recycling/reuse. At the landfills plastic (granulates are made and exported to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) and paper is separated. Additionally there is a market for metal scrap which defined the piles of stored dismantled ELVs along the roads. The ELP storage locations are getting environmental permission from the Ministry to operate. 
Construction and demolition waste 

As of construction waste, some parts are reused while the rest is deposited, often in existing natural holes in the ground. There is an admistrative instruction on construction waste but its implementation poses a challenge since enforcement is weak in this respect.
Hazardous waste
Medical waste is generally sterilized. With respect to industrial HW, operators are obliged to manage, temporarily store, treat and export HW. There is an ongoing project for construction of temporary HW storages. Part of HW will be treated there and the rest exported to Germany. In copper mines and other industrial facilities there are problems with past pollution consisting of HW. 
Waste statistics
The statistical office provides data on waste generation and fractions (waste according to types). The data is assembled based on questionnaires sent to collection companies and also on personal interviews with the companies.  The EU methodology to obtain waste generation data is used. For the sake of calculation the number of the population which is not covered by the collection system is deducted.
There was a report submitted to Eurostat on a voluntary basis which provided date on municipal and other waste. There are ongoing projects on the improvement of data collection. It is very difficult to obtain HW data from companies, which are not willing to cooperate and disclose the information which is not confidential. The codes of European Waste Catalogue are used.
Statistically waste collection is increasing in terms of volumes per year. Majority of waste is from ash grime - remains from power generation.
4. Updating of  the country fact sheets on waste policies 
ÖS underlined that the countries are invited to participate in the development of waste fact sheets on a voluntary basis since the country waste fact sheets do not address a specific reporting obligation towards EEA or under EU legislation.
TsF provided an overview of the scope and objectives of the factsheets, and she went through the template provided to countries which ensures guidance and examples on the filling in of the different parts of the fact sheet. She invited the responsible persons to review existing factsheets on the ETC SCP website, noting that none of the examples is a perfect one but there are examples provided of how information can be presented to allow quick references to the data of waste management in a selected country. She encouraged the participants to use links to web based official documents for access to referred documents. ÖS provided an explanation on the reasons behind the selection of chapters on biodegradable waste prevention, municipal waste and construction waste. The waste factsheets were redesigned in 2008. Waste prevention was selected as a distinct topic being the most favourable option in the waste hierarchy mentioned in the new Waste Framework Directive. Biodegradable municipal waste and construction waste were chosen as representative waste streams. 
TsF further discussed the technicalities concerning the process of its development and offered the support of REC local experts. She emphasised the importance of providing up-to-date official information in a concise way addressing the questions. 
The updating of fact sheets was discussed. All EEA member countries will be asked to update their waste sheets by May 13. The update will have a special emphasis on waste prevention. The Western Balkan countries will be asked to develop facts sheets by 15 May.

5. Organization of the thematic workshop in June 
ÖS and TsF briefed participants on the scope and objectives of the upcoming recycling workshop. They invited them to communicate additional relevant topics to be covered as well as to inform if they are wiling to host the workshop. The project will ensure the input of 4 speakers from the public or private sector. Additionally it was important to note that the project will cover international travel and DSA for participants but not to the host country participants. The host will be asked to provide the venue and offer refreshments during the morning and afternoon breaks. The workshop is scheduled to last for a day and a half.
RH and MH informed that Kosovo EPA is ready to organize the workshop in June. The preferred dates are the beginning of June. The following additional topic has been proposed: Waste prevention, Recycling and Waste Hot Spots 

Next step: Birgitte Kjaer (CRI) will after finishing all seven countries send a letter to the NFP’s on proposed venue, host, date and subjects.

6. EEA Core Set of Indicators (CSI) 

ÖS explained the work in the EEA on two waste indicators in the core set of indicators 16 on municipal waste generation and 17 on packaging waste generation and recycling. The EEA is using Eurostat data. However WB countries do not have data available from Eurostat. So, countries are welcome to provide data on CSI017 from 2008 and on CSI016 from 2009. As soon as the data is provided, the ETC/SCP will work on it to integrate to the next updating. EEA is planning to update the CSI016 in the autumn 2011 whereas CSI017 will be updated soon.
7. Discussion and reflection on EEA’s SOER 2010 thematic assessment “Material resources and waste” and country assessments on waste. 
ÖS briefed participants on the latest issue of the SOER, which differing from previous SOER, is a small booklet published as a synthesised report while all submitted date is available on the website. The web based SOER is more dynamic and will allow more regular updates 

Part A provides a long-term explorative, cross-cutting assessment of key global mega-trends that might have implications for the European environmental policy context.

Part B provides Europe-wide assessments of key environmental themes that integrate economic and social driving forces, scan the global impacts of European trends and contribute to an evaluation of policy objectives.

Part C provides country-level assessments of the environmental situation in individual countries, analysing six common issues and describing each country’s unique situation, embedded in a process that follows SEIS principles.

Part C covers country assessments. Kosovo (UNSCR 1244) assessment can be added, since until now Kosovo did not participate in the reporting. 

The part A and B uses EUROSTAT data.

8. Information on the new EIONET Forum

ÖS presented briefly the new EIONET forum which comes to replace the previous CIRCA. He explained its main features and that the previous EIONET or CIRCA password can be used to gain access, but additional authorisation is necessary to upload information which is granted upon automatic request. 
TsF and ÖS closed the meeting by thanking the participants. 
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