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Agenda for the meeting
1. Welcome by Mr. Rene Vukelić (CEA)

2. Short presentation of the project to be carried out by CRI and REC for the EEA (objective, outcome, timetable)

3. Challenges, trends and facts in waste management in Croatia 
· waste generation, treatment, specific waste streams

· Current legislation on waste

· Waste statistics

4. Updating of  the country fact sheets on waste policies (CRI)

· Thematic and technical issues

5. Organization of the thematic workshop in June (CRI)

· Possible country to host the workshop 

· Contents of the workshop, potential speakers  

6. EEA Core Set of Indicators (CSI) 

· Discussion on development of relevant waste indicators

7. Discussion and reflection on EEA’s SOER 2010 thematic assessment  “Material resources and waste” and country assessments on waste

8. Information on the new EIONET Forum

· Technical issues

9.  AOB
All presentations at the meeting is uploaded to EIONET Forum http://forum.eionet.europa.eu/eea-west-balkans-cooperation-interest-group/library/eea-wb-ipa-waste-2011/country-visits/croatia
1. Welcome 

Mr Rene Vukelic (RV) NFP in Croatia welcomed the participants to the meeting and gave a short introduction of the participants. Ms Birgitte Kjær (BK) and Mr Özgur Saki (ÖS) expressed their thanks to the host for setting up the meeting and to the participants for their attendance.
The agency has a staff of 54 and is independent of the Ministry. The waste management has improved a lot in recent years (2005-2008), especially on the level of EU legislation transposition in national legislation. This is the main message in the SOER of Croatia which will be published later this year. SCP-action plan is being drafted in 2011.

Main challenges in the waste area are the closing of landfills and establishing of recycling centres (MBT plants).
Croatia would like to host the Workshop on Waste. Croatia would like the workshop to focus on practical solutions in the area of SCP. In addition they want to invite many stakeholders.
Cooperation with the EEA is important for Croatia. 

2. Short presentation of the project to be carried out by CRI and REC for the EEA (objective, outcome, timetable)

BK gave a short introduction to the objective and organisation of the project. ÖS underlined the importance of this project is the countries project. 
3. Challenges, trends and facts in waste management in Croatia 

· waste generation, treatment, specific waste streams

· Current legislation on waste

· Waste statistics

Ms Jasna Kufrin (JK) gave a presentation of the trends and facts in the waste management in Croatia.

Croatia have implemented all EU waste legislation, but the directive 2008/98. The framework directive will be transposed into national legislation in 2011.
Institutional framework

· Ministry of Environmental Protection, Physical Planning and Construction 

general policy, legislation + enforcement (inspection)

Permits for Hazardous waste / Incineration

· Croatian Environment Agency – data, information system, reporting
· Environment Protection and Energy Efficiency Fund – co-financing waste projects, organization of collection/recovery schemes (fee collection) for special waste
· 21 County offices – regional self-government units

waste management plans preparation, permits for non-hazardous waste, data collection 

· 429 municipalities / 127 towns – local self-government offices

measures-municipal waste, separate collection

Waste streams
Municipal waste:  403 kg / inhabitant (1,788,311 t) 2008 .Population covered by organized collection: 93%

Biodegradable waste from municipal waste: around 1,000,000 tons.
6 composting plants composting 32,000 tons

21 waste management centres are planned. 15 centres seem realistic. 14 MBT plants and 1 waste incinerator in Zagreb. There are delays in construction of WMCs, and for some of them the locations are not yet determined.
Special waste: packaging waste, tyres, oils, batteries and accumulators end of life vehicles, WEEE. For all these waste types producers and importers have to pay a fee to the Environment Protection and Energy efficiency fund. The fund finances collection and treatment of these waste types.

There is a fee for causing environmental burden on industry waste (hazardous waste and non hazardous waste). The fee is paid to the fund and used for investments in waste management projects.

The amount of hazardous waste generation was reported as 58,433 tonnes (2008); however it is estimated as 213,000 tonnes. 

Edible oil from restaurants which produce more than 20 meals daily has to be collected as waste oil. The waste oil is used for biodiesel. The collection rate is low and has to be improved.

C&D waste data are poor. Recycling does not exceed 7%.

Sludge: There exists a regulation for applying sludge on agricultural soil; but the possibility is not used. Sludge from waste water treatment plants is increasing
Transboundary movement of waste: Import of non-hazardous and export of non-hazardous and hazardous waste (mostly metals).
Landfills: 300 “official” landfills and of these 148 are active landfills
Municipal Waste Landfills Remediation cost – 387 mil €

2010:

· 92 municipal landfills remediated 

· 649 wild dumpsites remediated

Conclusion: The main challenge is to divert biodegradable waste from landfill. Factors of importance are financing factors and social factors.

Data:

Croatian EPA is responsible for waste data.

Problems are poor data quality and duplication of data collection.

The Central Bureau of Statistic does a biannual statistical survey on waste. The survey includes 3000 companies. This is the data reported to Euro stat.

This problem has to be solved in the future.
For construction waste, CBS has better data related to economic trends, and for municipal and industrial waste, more accurate data are those collected by EPA.

4. Updating of  the country fact sheets on waste policies (CRI)

· Thematic and technical issues

The updating of fact sheets was discussed. All EEA member countries will be asked to update their waste sheets by 15 April. The update will have special emphasis on waste prevention.

The other Western Balkan countries will be asked to develop facts sheets by 15 May.

Ms Vesna Bončina will assist the updating if needed.

JK made a general comment on the fact sheets. The authors/organisations are not recognised/mentioned in the fact sheets. BK and ÖS will discuss this issue with their colleagues in the EEA and ETC.

Next step: BK will send a letter to JK about the update.   
5. Organization of the thematic workshop in June (CRI)

· Possible country to host the workshop 

· Contents of the workshop, potential speakers 
Ms Dalia Mejaški (DM) presented the Croatian wishes for a workshop

1. SCP (New subject, introduction to SCP,SCP indicators, new approach to waste in SCP)

2. Waste(WFD 2008/98, bio waste, separate collection, food waste, sludge)

Time: Early June or early September 2011

Venue: Croatia has kindly offered to host the workshop in Zagreb 

Next step: BK will after finishing all seven countries send a letter to the NFP’s on proposed venue, host, date and subjects.

6.  EEA Core Set of Indicators (CSI) 

· Discussion on development of relevant waste indicators

ÖS explained the work in the EEA on two waste indicators in the core set of indicators (municipal waste generation and packaging waste generation &recycling). The EEA use Euro stat data. Packaging data from Croatia needs to be updated. EEA will update the indicators in the autumn 2011.

Next.Step: OS will send an e-mail on core indicators to JK 
7. Discussion and reflection on EEA’s SOER 2010 thematic assessment “Material resources and waste” and country assessments on waste
ÖS thanked Croatia for their valuable contribution to SOER 2010 part C. ÖS explained the plans of the EEA to make content analyses on part C. The EEA make a comparison of national and Euro stat data, obstacles to the target in WFD and waste prevention.
JK asked about the experience on marine litter.

Next step: BK will send information on an EU project on marine litter in the North Sea and Danish legislation on marine litter.
8. Information on the new EIONET Forum

· Technical issues

BK and OS informed about the new EIONET Forum.

JK asked about the possibility to have access to Eurostat group on waste which has been possible in Circa.
9.  AOB

DM asked about the EEA’s expectations to the country’s contribution on resource efficiency in the future. What does resource efficiency include? JK would like to bring the issue on the agenda of the EIONET workshop in the autumn. BK answered that resource efficiency is a new subject on the agenda in the EU. The next steps in this area will depend on the roadmap from the EU commission later this year.
JK closed the meeting by thanking the participants. 
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