
Welcome to the EEA-Eionet day

EEA-Eionet day, 1 March 2023



09.30 – 09.45 Official welcome Formal opening by Laura Burke (EEA Management Board Chair) 
and Hans Bruyninckx (Executive Director, EEA)

09.45 – 10.15 Inspirational keynote Hans Bruyninckx (Executive Director, EEA)

10.15 – 11.00 Eionet in the 
knowledge-policy 
game

Panel debate on challenges and opportunities featuring Laura 
Burke (EEA MB Chair, Ireland), Tanja Suni (EEA MB member, 
Finland), Michal Pastvinský (EEA MB Vice-Chair, Czech Republic)
Concluding remarks by Hans Bruyninckx (Executive Director, EEA)

11.00 – 11.15 3, 2, 1, Go! Flash presentations by EEA:
The new EEA website by Marie Jaegly and Antonio De Marinis
Eionet Tools 2.0 preview Ana Cardoso and Nils Hettich

11.15 – 11.30 Closing Final remarks to close the streamed session by Laura Burke (EEA 
MB Chair) and Hans Bruyninckx (Executive Director, EEA)

Plenary session (streamed) 9.30 – 11.30



EEA-Eionet: the world’s largest environmental network
Creating knowledge to support policy for almost 30 years

Hans Bruyninckx  | EEA-Eionet day, 1 March 2023



Still going strong. EEA–Eionet meeting 2012



Five decades of focus on the environment

The protection and improvement of the human environment is a major issue which 
affects the well-being of peoples and economic development throughout the world; 
it is the urgent desire of the peoples of the whole world and the duty of all 
Governments.

The capacity of the earth to produce vital renewable resources must be maintained 
and, wherever practicable, restored or improved.

Man has the fundamental right to … a life of dignity and well-being, and he bears a 
solemn responsibility to protect and improve the environment for present and future 
generations. 

Through ignorance or indifference we can do massive and irreversible harm to the 
earthly environment on which our life and well being depend. Conversely, through 
fuller knowledge and wiser action, we can achieve for ourselves and our posterity a 
better life in an environment more in keeping with human needs and hopes.

Cooperation through multilateral or bilateral arrangements or other appropriate 
means is essential to effectively control, prevent, reduce and eliminate adverse 
environmental effects resulting from activities conducted in all spheres….



Five decades of focus on the environment



Five decades of focus on the environment



Eionet over the years

2012
• 39 countries
• 482 institutions
• 1500 experts



As we are today
EEA member countries and 
cooperating countries, 1 March 2023

2023
• 38 countries
• 482 institutions
• 2320 experts

2012
• 39 countries
• 482 institutions
• 1500 experts



1995 2022





1994-1999 2000-2005 2005-2010 2010-2015 2015-2020

From fragmentation to integration: assessments over the years



Network power: Working across 
thematic areas to support EU policy



European Topic Centres: 
a shifting focus



2002
1,197

2003
2,490

2004
8,363

2005
8,782

2006
7,961

2007
17,114

2008
28,512

2009
45,072

2010
88,105

2011
69,588

2012
85,932

2013
119,124

2014
125,715

2015
114,429

2016
207,156

2017
162,634

2018
248,628

Year
Mb

Knowledge is power: exponential growth in data

Data received (Mb) since the launch of 
Reportnet (2002)

2022:
Mb 2,600
X10 since 2018

X 2000 in 20 years!



Reporting to support 
environmental policy: 
Eionet core data flows 2021 



The foundation: turning data into information



All about collaboration to create knowledge and insight



All that effort…to have impact of course!



The role of knowledge in a challenging context



Focus on landing knowledge in a complex socio-economic and political landscape 

Multiple interconnected 
social, economic and 
environmental conditions

Complexity
Multiple key 

decision factors

Uncertainty
Unclear about the 

present

Volatility
Rate of change

Ambiguity
Lack of clarity about 
meaning of an event

How much do you know about the situation?
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1. Time is running out

2. Policies discount the future 
irrationally

3. Those seeking to solve the 
problem are also causing it

4. No central authority
(Kelly Levin, Benjamin Cashore, Graeme Auld and 
Steven Bernstein, 2012, Policy Sciences)

A new context of 
wicked problems



• First climate-neutral continent, incl. Adaptation Strategy

• Biodiversity Strategy 2030

• New Circular Economy Action Plan

• Zero pollution strategy

• Farm to fork strategy

• Just transition

• Sustainable European Investment Plan

• Future ready economy – new industrial strategy

EEA work areas supporting…



Eionet projects: European Climate Risk 
Assessment (EUCRA)

• Droughts, forest fires, health threats

• Stress test for key infrastructure

Project owners: Ms Giulia Galluccio, Italy / ETC-CA



Eionet projects: 
Seeing noise and air 
pollution

Project owners: 

EEA: Eulalia Peris

ETC ATNI and ETC HE: Nuria Blanes, 
Joana Soares



Systemic change requires information and insights, knowledge for action

Fundamental changes in knowledge and governance: 

• Systems literacy: embracing uncertainty, complexity, 
foresight, and anticipatory thinking 

• Systemic policies: looking across domains and scales 

• Participatory: ambition, creativity of citizens, businesses, 
and communities

• Polycentric: enabling local action

• Networked knowledge system/architecture



EEA-Eionet: Helping shape the emerging policy discourse 



“a more flexible and innovative 

knowledge network” 

“more active engagement at the 

country level”



From EIO-net to European Environment Network



Thank you!
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New EEA website

Antonio De Marinis, Marie Jaegly | EEA-Eionet day, 1 March 2023
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Meet us at 
Datahub stand in 
Eionet delivers
(11:45 – 13:00)
Herdis Gudbrandsdottir

New Datahub

A new data 
section​
Datahub



Up to 80 days per 

year spent 

on searching!

New Search

The average 

employee 

spends hours 

daily searching 
for information



New Search

Faster and better
search results

Search 
across all content 
from Eionet 
site, ETCs and all 
the 
thematic platforms



And more features...

Ability to 

directly answer 

to questions

(AI feature)



Timeline

01- 03-2023
Preview at Eionet day

March 2023 Q2-Q4 2023, 2024

22- 03-2023
Launch at the European 
Environment Network 

Conference

Coming next, improvements for:
- Online publications
- Country pages
- Integration of public pages of Eionet portal
- Improved Datahub
- Improved Search
- Harmonised design with other sites

Final fixes until the launch



New EEA website

Feedback form

New website
eea.europa.eu/en

Thank you



Eionet collaboration tools 2.0

Ana Cardoso, Nils Hettich | EEA-Eionet day, 1 March 2023





Facilitate peer 
exchange



Reduce the 
silos





Eionet collaboration tools 2.0
Rolling out to the network in 2023



Thank you

Ana Cardoso, Nils Hettich | EEA-Eionet day, 1 March 2023
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