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Agenda for the meeting

1. Welcome by Ms Margareta Cvetkovska, (NFP) Advisor Macedonian Env info center, , waste NFP
2. Short presentation of the project to be carried out (objective, outcome, timetable)

3. Challenges, trends and facts in waste management in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

· Waste generation, treatment, specific waste streams

· Current legislation on waste

· Waste statistics

4. Introduction of  the country fact sheets on waste policies (REC)

· Thematic and technical issues

5. Organization of the thematic workshop in June, (REC)

· Possible country to host the workshop 

· Contents of the workshop, potential speakers  

6. EEA Core Set of Indicators (CSI) (EEA)

· Discussion on development of relevant waste indicators

7. Discussion and reflection on EEA’s SOER 2010 thematic assessment “Material resources and waste” and country assessments on waste (EEA)

8. Information on the new EIONET Forum (EEA)

All presentations at the meeting is uploaded to EIONET Forum http://forum.eionet.europa.eu/eea-west-balkans-cooperation-interest-group/library/eea-wb-ipa-waste-2011/country-visits
1. Welcome 

Ms. Margareta Cvetkovska (MC) welcomed the participants to the meeting. Ms Tsvetelina Filipova (TsF) and Mr Özgur Saki (ÖS) expressed their thanks to the host for setting up the meeting. ÖS stressed on the importance of enhancing the cooperation with the EEA. He emphasized additionally that the current project will aim at obtaining a clear picture of the current state of affair regarding the waste management and the methods and means of ensuring reliable waste data.

2. Short presentation of the project 
TsF gave a short introduction to the objective, main components, organisation and timeline of the project. ÖS underlined the importance that this project is the countries project. 

3. Challenges, trends and facts in waste management 

MC gave a presentation of the status and trends in the waste management.
Legal, policy and institutional framework
Law on Waste Management 2004 stipulates the waste management regulatory framework.  Recently were adopted waste stream specific laws including the Law on packaging and packaging waste 2009, Law on batteries and accumulators 2010 as well as 43 by-laws among which the Rulebook on incineration of waste 2009 and Regulation on landfills and landfill operations. 

The policy framework for waste management is defined by the National Environmental Action Plans (NEAP 1996/2007) and more specifically the Strategy for Waste Management of the Republic of Macedonia (2008-2020) and the National Waste Management Plan (2009-2015).
The Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning is the prime authority responsible for waste management in the country. The recently established Department of waste management within the Environment Administration (MEPP) is in charge of legal implementation.

Until December 2010, the Environmental Administration issued the following waste related permits: 

· 56 permits for transport of communal and other non-hazardous waste; 

· 186 permits for storage and treatment of waste;  

· 23 permits according on Bassel Convention;
· 173 permits for trade in non-hazardous waste;

· 1 permit for management of packaging and waste of packaging.

· 14 Local waste management plans were approved by the MoEPP.

More than 90% of waste operators have been licensed.
Municipal waste
Around 77% of the population is covered by the public municipal waste collection system operated by public enterprises. Private companies, which have concessions on waste collection, are ensuring the collection and transportation of waste to landfills. However the majority of waste comes from the excavation of minerals. 
2 types of charges for waste collection are administered: charge per square meter, indoor outdoor are applied in Skopje (bigger pay more), while in other municipalities – all citizens pay the same fee. It is planned that in the future the charges are calculated on actual volumes of waste.
Composting and anaerobic digestion of biodegradable waste are not practiced in the country.
Construction waste
There are no organized systems for the collection of construction and demolition waste, as well as for the collection and treatment of agricultural and live-stock waste. 
Hazardous waste

Specific importance is attributed to activities for the regulation of hazardous waste aimed at putting the hazardous waste under control, including asbestos waste, PCB containing waste, waste oils, medical waste, waste from titanium dioxide, end-of-life vehicles and used tires.
At present, the system for the collection of waste batteries and accumulators, and waste electric and electronic equipment is under development. It was reported that 4 registered companies are dealing with batteries.  Additionally it is in effect the prohibition of disposal in landfill and the incineration of waste of industrial and automotive batteries and accumulators. Registration and marking system is in place. The producers bear the costs of the collection, treatment and recycling.

Around 35% of hazardous medical waste is collected separately, transported to and burnt at the "Drisla" landfill which provides service on the area of the capital of Skopje.

Hazardous waste is sold/recycled and disposed of in-site of the plants or together with the municipal waste. 

31 tonnes of PCB contaminated equipment (low and medium voltage capacitors) including PCB contaminated waste were inventoried, collected, packed and transported to be disposed in Valorec, Switzerland in 2006. Identification of locations with PCB containing transformers is underway and incineration is carried out (abroad). Hot spot feasibility studies define the 16 hazardous waste sites. There are plans for remediation but funding is still to be sought. For these HW hot spots preliminary feasibility studies were carried out, with 4 of these final studies being available.  
Companies are licensed to export hazardous waste including medical waste. Temporary storage for hazardous waste is in place.

Recovery and recycling

Activities of municipal waste recovery and recycling are very limited, and are not organized and coordinated properly. Recovery of recyclable materials, such as metal, paper, plastics, car batteries and accumulators are performed by licenced companies but an informal sector also exists.
MC informed that Macedonia have limited markets for materials and products recovered from waste with the intention of recycling or utilization for energy production. The majority of recovered material for recycling would have to be exported, which will incur additional costs for handling and shipping and thus may exceed the market value of the materials.

One permit for a consortium of 11 biggest companies under packaging waste (PAKOMAK) law was issued. The fees on packaging waste go in the central budget

Data

60 municipalities sent information on waste management out of 85. The data is largely calculated based on estimations since they do not weight the waste amounts, there is no weighing at the landfills, only in Skopje landfill. Skopje consists of 10 municipalities. The data fed to the statistical office is also based on standardised methods of calculations of weight based on the volume. Waste composition data is also based on estimations using sample reviews.

MC mentioned that it is difficult to obtain data from the Statistical Office for some of the information on specific waste steams. 2009 data for municipal generation is available
The main challenges identified are: 

· The principle of solving the waste problem at the source of its generation

· Separation of hazardous from non-hazardous waste streams at the source and separate further treatment or deposition of such streams

· Recovery of valuable materials of the waste

· Establishment of network of waste treatment and disposal facilities 

· Remedial of contaminated sites – hot-spots 

MC additionally noted that currently major challenges are linked with insufficient monitoring, law implementation and a lack of enforcement. The data and information on the local and national levels is considered incomplete.

4. Updating of  the country fact sheets on waste policies
TsF provided an overview of the scope and objectives of the factsheets, and she went through the template provided to countries which  ensures guidance and examples on the filling in of the different parts of the fact sheet. She invited the responsible persons to review existing factsheets on the ETC SCP website, noting that none of the examples is a perfect one but there are examples provided of how information can be presented to allow quick references to the data of waste management in a selected country. 

TsF further discussed technicality considering the process of its development and offer the support of REC local experts especially with respect to compiling information on relevant initiatives to be listed in the factsheets. She emphasised the importance of providing up-to-date official information in a concise way addressing the questions. 

The updating of fact sheets was discussed. All EEA member countries will be asked to update their waste sheets by May 13. The update will have special emphasis on waste prevention. The Western Balkan countries are asked to develop fact sheets by 15 May.

NRC shared that they might have a problem with the deadlines.
5. Organization of the thematic workshop in June 

ÖS briefed participants on the scope and objectives of the upcoming recycling workshop. They invited them to communicate additional relevant topics to be covered as well as inform if they are wiling to host the workshop. 

MOEW will appreciate being host country in the organization of the workshop. The preferred timing for the workshop organization for Macedonian officials is mid September due to the tight schedule and the parliamentary election in the country which is scheduled for June 2011.

Next step: Birgitte Kjaer (CRI) will after finishing all seven countries send a letter to the NFP’s on proposed venue, host, date and subjects.

6.  EEA Core Set of Indicators 
ÖS explained the work in the EEA on two waste indicators in the core set of indicators 16 on municipal waste generation and 17 waste packaging waste generation and recycling. The EEA is using Eurostat data. Countries are welcome to provide data on these indicators for 2008. As soon as data is provided the ETC/SCP will deal with it and make it available at the website within 6 weeks. The EEA is planning to update the indicators in the autumn 2011.

7. Discussion and reflection on EEA’s SOER 2010 thematic assessment “Material resources and waste” and country assessments on waste

ÖS briefed participants on the latest issue of the SOER, which differing from previous SOER, is a small booklet published as a synthesised report while all submitted date is available on the website. The web based SOER is more dynamic and will allow more regular updates. EEA has 32 member countries and 6 cooperating countries.

8. Information on the new EIONET Forum

ÖS presented briefly the new EIONET forum which comes to replace the previous CIRCA. He explained its main features and that the previous EIONET or CIRCA password can be used to access, but additional authorisation is necessary to upload information which is granted upon automatic request. 

TsF closed the meeting by thanking the participants. 
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