Waste Policies country fact sheet 

1. General facts

Country: Kosovo (UNSCR 1244/99)
Surface area (Km2)

10887

Population (thousand inhabitants)

2208107

Population density (inhabitants/square km)

Average number of persons per private household

GDP per capita in Purchasing Power Standards (PPS) EU25=100

GDP per capita (constant prices)

1770 EUR base year: 2009

Household characteristics by urbanisation degree, distribution of households %

Gross value added (GVA) – At current basic prices and current exchange rates (% of all branches)

2009 $4,460,712,000.00 (Current US EX) Industry 22.6% Other services 64.5% Agriculture 12.9% (2009 est.) 

2. National waste legislation 

2.1 Overview of waste legislation

The waste management sector in Kosovo is regulated by the central and local Government through the Waste Law (Nr 02/L-30) and by the Water and Waste Regulatory Office (Law no.03/L-086) as an independent economic regulator for water and solid waste services in Kosovo. 

 

The Ministry of Environmental and Spatial Planning is responsible for environmental policy, the application of laws and supervision of activities for environmental protection and spatial planning.

 

Kosovo Environmental Protection Agency  is a government institution that engages, through integrated environmental monitoring, efficient systems of environmental information and continuous reporting on the environmental situation, to maintain quality of air, water, soil and biodiversity, promote the use of renewable energy sources and sustainable use of natural resources in order to ensure a healthy environment for generations present and future in harmony with the progress of economic and social developments.

 

Municipalities are responsible for: preparation of local plans for waste management; compiling reports on waste management for submission to the Ministry, organizing municipal waste management in their territories; taking part in issuing decisions for building waste management facilities; and determining tariffs for municipal waste collection and disposal services for enterprises for waste management.

 

The Water and Waste Regulatory Office (WWRO) is an independent state regulator for water and solid waste services in Kosovo. The role of the WWRO is to ensure non-discrimination and provision of qualitative, efficient, and reliable services at fair and reasonable prices for costumers with respect to the environment and the public health.

 

The Kosovo Landfill Management Company (KLMC) is responsible for the management of the facilities and for the final disposal of waste in Kosovo, including landfills and transfer stations. Currently, there are four landfills under management of the KLMC (Prizren, Gjilan, Prishtina, and Podujeva), and one transfer station (Ferizaj).

 

Regional Waste Collection Companies – (RWCCs) the waste collection, transport and disposal to the landfills (or the transfer station) are carried out by seven Regional Waste Collection Companies

2.2 National Acts/Laws on Waste Management

2.2.1 Framework legislation

	Reference
	Main features

	Waste Law (2005/02-L30)
	• Protecting the environment and human health from pollution and risk of harm from waste through environmentally sound waste management by establishing conditions for prevention and reduction of waste production and its harmfulness. 
• This Law regulates the rights and obligations of natural and legal persons with regard to waste management; 
• Regulates waste management responsibilities and activities, including the identification and classification of waste, the planning of waste management, organizing and determining the conditions for waste management activities, the issuing of licenses and determining environmentally sound conditions for waste management.
• This Law shall not apply to: radioactive waste and materials; emissions into the atmosphere; the treatment of liquid effluent or the discharge of liquid effluent into the water, other than the treatment of liquid effluent at, or its discharge from, a facility for the holding, recovery, treatment or disposal of waste; waste waters and sewage effluent, other than sludge from a facility for the treatment of sewage and explosives. 
• Protecting the environment and human health from pollution and risk of harm from waste through environmentally sound waste management by establishing conditions for prevention and reduction of waste production and its harmfulness. • This Law regulates the rights and obligations of natural and legal persons with regard to waste management; • Regulates waste management responsibilities and activities, including the identification and classification of waste, the planning of waste management, organizing and determining the conditions for waste management activities, the issuing of licenses and determining environmentally sound conditions for waste management. • This Law shall not apply to: radioactive waste and materials; emissions into the atmosphere; the treatment of liquid effluent or the discharge of liquid effluent into the water, other than the treatment of liquid effluent at, or its discharge from, a facility for the holding, recovery, treatment or disposal of waste; waste waters and sewage effluent, other than sludge from a facility for the treatment of sewage and explosives. 


2.2.2 National legislation with relevance for a number of waste streams

	Waste policy area
	Reference to national legislation
	Year of transposition

	Export and import of transit waste
	Administrative instruction (Sub Law)./01-2009-MMPH 
	2009

	Administration of end of life vehicles and their wastes 
	Administrative instruction (Sub Law) No.04/07-MMPH 
	2006

	Waste from battery and expended accumulator 
	Administrative instruction no.02/07-MMPH 
	December 2006

	Administration of waste and oils that are used 
	Administrative instruction no.03/07-MMPH
	January 2006

	Proprietor and operator's competences for the wastes treatment 
	Administrative instruction No.08/07-MMPH
	26.07.2007

	For packaging and packaging waste
	Administrative instruction No.09/07-MMPH
	26.07.2007

	Penalties with mandatory fines 
	Administrative instruction Nr.04/2009-MMPH
	05.06.2009

	Waste management from public areas
	Administrative instruction Nr.05/2009-MMPH
	08.06.2009

	Waste tire administration
	Administrative instruction Nr.06/2009-MMPH
	04.09.2009

	Management of waste containing asbestos
	Administrative instruction Nr.07/2009-MMPH
	04.09.2009

	Waste management license 
	Administrative instruction Nr.09/-MMPH
	01.10.2009

	Poly-chloral biphenyls and three-phenyls
	ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTION No.10/07-MMPH
	26.07.2007

	Waste landfills management 
	Administrative instruction -Nr.10/07-MMPH
	22.08.2007

	Electric and electronic waste management
	Administrative instruction -Nr.12/07-MMPH
	04.10.2007

	Medical waste management 
	Administrative instruction -Nr./05
	2008

	Hazardous waste management 
	Administrative instruction -Nr./06
	2008

	Elimination of medial product waste
	Administrative instruction -Nr./12
	2008

	Condition for selection the location of the waste storage construction 
	Administrative instruction -Nr./0
	28.01.2009


2.2.3 National legislation on specific waste streams (selected)

	Waste policy area
	Reference to national legislation

	Construction and Demolition Wastes 
	Administrative instruction no.05/07-MMPH , 2006

	Biodegradable waste management
	Administrative instruction, 2008


2.3 Regional Waste Acts

No regional waste acts. 

3. Waste management plan

Overview

3.1 National Waste Management Plan

	Period of implementation
	Main features 

	Draft Kosovo Waste Management Strategy  2011-2021
	· Final draft, under adoption procedures  


3.2 Regional waste management plans

No regional plans 
4. Waste prevention

4.1 Objectives

The main objective of the Kosovo Waste Management Strategy (final draft, under adoption procedures) is to the reduce amount of waste generation, to reduce amount of waste in source and amount of waste that have to be land filled.

4.2 Targets

According to Kosovo Waste Management Strategy (final draft, under adoption procedures) the targets are: 

 

	 

Targets 
	Percent (%)/ year

	
	2011
	2013
	2016
	2021

	Collection of municipal waste 
	50
	70
	80
	90

	Amount of separation waste 
	0
	20
	30
	50

	Amount of waste treated 
	10
	20
	35
	40

	Amount of waste landfilled 
	90
	80
	65
	60

	Amount of biodegradable waste in municipal waste 
	95
	85
	70
	40


4.3 Political strategy for waste prevention

4.4 Policy instruments

4.4.1 Regulatory instruments 

Overview

Bans, based on EU legislation

	Title
	Waste stream
	Year of introduction (amendment)
	Legal document

	mercury and cadmium
	Batteries, Accumulators
	2006
	Administrative Instructions on Waste from battery and expended accumulator 

	lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalent chromium
	ELV
	2006
	Administration of end of life vehicles and their wastes

	lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalent chromium, PBB, PBDE
	WEEE
	2007
	Administrative Instructions on Electric and electronic waste management

	lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalent chromium
	Packaging waste
	2007
	Administrative Instructions on For packaging and packaging waste


Country specific bans

	Title
	

	Scope
	

	Year of introduction
	

	Transition period
	

	Objectives
	

	Targets
	

	Description of the instrument
	

	Implementation
	

	Result
	


Additional info

Ecodesign instruments, based on EU legislation
 

	Ecodesign
	Waste stream
	Year of introduction (amendm.)
	Legal document

	-    Volume and weight of packaging has to be reduced to the minimum

-    Packaging has to be designed, produced and distributed in a way that reuse and recovery are possible
	Packaging waste
	2007
	Administrative Instructions on For packaging and packaging waste

	-    EEE have to be designed in a way that disassembling and recovery especially reuse and recycling of end of life products, its components and materials are considered and facilitated. 

-    Construction and production must not interfere with reusability
	WEEE
	2007
	Administrative Instructions on Electric and electronic waste management

	-    Limit use of hazardous substances in cars, 

-    consider recovery of materials when designing and producing cars,

-    increased use of secondary raw materials
	ELV
	2006
	Administration of end of life vehicles and their wastes


4.4.2 Market based instruments 

Overview

	Title
	

	Scope
	

	Year of introduction
	

	Transition period
	

	Objectives
	

	Targets
	

	Description of the instrument
	

	Implementation
	

	Result
	


Additional info

4.4.3 Information based instruments 

Overview

Information based instruments, based on EU legislation
 

	Information
	Target group
	Waste stream
	Year of introduction (amendm.)
	Legal document

	-    Capacity (life span of products)

-    higher content of heavy metals

-    the potential effects on the environment and human health of the substances used in batteries and accumulators
	Final consumer
	Batteries, Ac​cumula​tors
	2006
	Administrative Instructions on Waste from battery and expended accumulator 

	Waste prevention and waste management aspects (e.g. ecodesign)
	Final consumer
	ELV
	2006
	Administration of end of life vehicles and their wastes

	Use of component and material coding standards, in particular to facilitate the identification of those components and materials, suitable for reuse and recovery
	Disassembling companies
	ELV
	2006
	Administration of end of life vehicles and their wastes

	Title
	

	Scope
	

	Year of introduction
	

	Transition period
	

	Objectives
	

	Targets
	

	Description of the instrument
	

	Implementation
	

	Result
	


Additional info

4.4.4 Voluntary instruments and voluntary agreements

Overview

	Title
	

	Scope
	

	Year of introduction
	

	Transition period
	

	Objectives
	

	Targets
	

	Description of the instrument
	

	Implementation
	

	Result
	


Additional info

4.5 Results and data

4.6 Good practice examples - connected with waste prevention

Kosovo Private Enterprise Program (KPEP) had few initiatives with regard to waste prevention by promoting recycling. Further information on the program can be found at http://www.usaidkpep.org/. Not all initiatives within this program have been on waste issues, however one of the initiatives addressed business opportunities with plastic recycling, and reducing waste amount transported to landfills. 

 

Further examples of waste reduction initiatives can be noted on business initiatives. Throughout Kosovo, near landfills and waste transfer stations, mainly (but not only) Roma/ Ashkali community generates incomes from sorting waste, and selling it to the businesses. These initiatives however are not structured and do not have a certain frame of work. Overall, this practice reduces waste of plastic and metal in the landfills. 

 

Further civil society has actively worked in the issues of raising awareness among the general population in Kosovo. Mainly the initiatives were addressed on waste sorting at source. Few examples of concrete actions with this respect in the project are the following: Pilot project on household waste separation- 2002-2003 implemented by REC. Aluminium collection and Recycling as sustainable NGO financing mechanism –2001-2002 ; Feasibility study on Recycling in Kosovo AER- 2002-2003 Solving Household waste problems through local initiatives and public information in Kosova –, 2001-2003. Lack of capacities, and financial situation among the waste collection companies, have resulted in failure of such initiatives. 

 

One very notable action taking place currently in Prishtina is carried out by The Ideas for Partnership. The campaign’s slogan is: Say NO to plastic bags. This initiative further promoted textile bags by generating income for unemployed women. 

	Title
	Description

	
	


5. Biodegradable municipal waste

5.1 Objectives

  The objectives of administrative instruction on management of biodegrading wastes are: 

 

·   To prevent environmental pollution from waste biodegrading staging system considering the

organizing of the gathering, collection and treatment in accordance with applicable legislation;

 

·   Encourage and stimulate the treatment of biodegrading wastes;

 

To ensure that the waste treatment results in benefit of compost and use / exercise of its products.
5.2 Targets

5.3 Political strategy

5.4 Policy instruments

5.4.1 Regulatory instruments 

	Title
	

	Scope
	

	Year of introduction
	

	Transition period
	

	Objectives
	

	Targets
	

	Description of the instrument
	

	Implementation
	

	Result
	


Additional info

5.4.2 Market based instruments 

	Title
	

	Scope
	

	Year of introduction
	

	Transition period
	

	Objectives
	

	Targets
	

	Description of the instrument
	

	Implementation
	

	Result
	


Additional info

5.4.3 Information based instruments 

	Title
	

	Scope
	

	Year of introduction
	

	Transition period
	

	Objectives
	

	Targets
	

	Description of the instrument
	

	Implementation
	

	Result
	


Additional info

5.4.4 Voluntary instruments and voluntary agreements

	Title
	

	Scope
	

	Year of introduction
	

	Transition period
	

	Objectives
	

	Targets
	

	Description of the instrument
	

	Implementation
	

	Result
	


Additional info

5.5 Results and data

6. Construction and demolition waste

6.1 Objectives

Objectives of Administrative Instruction on Construction and Demolition waste are:

 

·         To protect the environment from pollution by construction and demolition waste, and sets conditions for their removal from public and private places within the territory of Kosovo. 

 

·         This guidance also aims to increase the level of service for cleaning of waste from Construction and Demolition. 

6.2 Targets

According to Kosovo Waste Management Strategy (final draft, under adoption procedures) the targets are:

 

·          introducing reuse/recycling system for all types of construction waste for up to 80% of the total amount

Five Construction waste landfills will be opened in 5 regions of Kosovo

6.3 Political strategy

6.4 Policy instruments

6.4.1 Regulatory instruments 

	Title
	

	Scope
	

	Year of introduction
	

	Transition period
	

	Objectives
	

	Targets
	

	Description of the instrument
	

	Implementation
	

	Result
	


Additional info

According to the Administrative Instruction on Construction and Demolition waste:   

 

·         Changing arbitrary the collection centers of construction and demolition waste is prohibited.  

 

·         Change of location, technology and technical methods of collecting of construction and demolition waste is prohibited, contrary to the conditions specified in the license and permission of the municipality.

·         Acceptance and storage of hazardous waste disposal of waste instead of construction and demolition waste is prohibited. 

6.4.2 Market based instruments 

	Title
	

	Scope
	

	Year of introduction
	

	Transition period
	

	Objectives
	

	Targets
	

	Description of the instrument
	

	Implementation
	

	Result
	


Additional info

6.4.3 Information based instruments 

	Title
	

	Scope
	

	Year of introduction
	

	Transition period
	

	Objectives
	

	Targets
	

	Description of the instrument
	

	Implementation
	

	Result
	


Additional info

6.4.4 Voluntary instruments and voluntary agreements

	Title
	

	Scope
	

	Year of introduction
	

	Transition period
	

	Objectives
	

	Targets
	

	Description of the instrument
	

	Implementation
	

	Result
	


Additional info

Based on business initiatives few municipalities offer the use of the construction waste to firms and individuals who need operate in this level. This is not structures, and thus cannot be recorded in a formal way. One possible way to gather information about these issues is to consult the municipalities on what they are doing with the construction waste. 

6.5 Results and data
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