Waste Policies country fact sheet Albania

1. General facts

Country

Albania

Surface area (Km2)

28748

Population (thousand inhabitants)

3184

Population density (inhabitants/square km)

115

Average number of persons per private household

GDP per capita in Purchasing Power Standards (PPS) EU25=100

GDP per capita (constant prices)

5110 EUR base year: 

Household characteristics by urbanisation degree, distribution of households %

Urban population: 52% of total population (2010) Rate of Urbanisation: 2.3% Annual rate of change (2010-15 est.) 

Gross value added (GVA) – At current basic prices and current exchange rates (% of all branches)

2009 $10,127,210,000.00 (Current US EX) Agriculture: 18.9 % Industry: 23.5 % Services: 57.6 % (2010 est.) 

2. National waste legislation 

2.1 Overview of waste legislation

2.2 National Acts/Laws on Waste Management

2.2.1 Framework legislation

	Reference
	Main features

	Law no 9010 date 13.2.2003 “On environmental management of solid waste’
	This law is structured in 9 chapters:
1. General provisions
2. Prevention pollution from solid waste
3. Waste treatment by their type
4. Solid waste management Committee
5. Environmental permission
6. Import, export and transit of waste
7. Waste management monitoring
8. Control
9. Sanctions
This law is structured in 9 chapters: 1. General provisions 2. Prevention pollution from solid waste 3. Waste treatment by their type 4. Solid waste management Committee 5. Environmental permission 6. Import, export and transit of waste 7. Waste management monitoring 8. Control 9. Sanctions 

	Law no 9537 date 18.5.2006 “On hazardous waste management”
	This law designates the norms that regulate safe hazardous waste management and their collection, transport, recovery, treatment, disposal and export.This law designates the norms that regulate safe hazardous waste management and their collection, transport, recovery, treatment, disposal and export. 

	Law no 8934 date 5.9.2002 “ On environmental protection”
	Chapter III Use and protection of environment contains, Article 20, Waste management.Chapter III Use and protection of environment contains, Article 20, Waste management.

	Regulation no 6, dated 30.11.2007 “On clinical waste management
	This Regulation designates the rules of controls on the production, collection, transfer, storage, and disposal of clinical waste to ensure the protection of public health and the environment.This Regulation designates the rules of controls on the production, collection, transfer, storage, and disposal of clinical waste to ensure the protection of public health and the environment. 

	Regulation no 1, dated 30.3. 2007 “On treatment of construction waste from generation, transport to their disposal
	This regulation disciplines waste management process in construction field, establishing concrete rules and requirements for all subjects that operate in construction field and for treatment of waste that are generated by subjects.This regulation disciplines waste management process in construction field, establishing concrete rules and requirements for all subjects that operate in construction field and for treatment of waste that are generated by subjects. 

	Direction no 6, dated 27.11.2007 “On approval of rules, contents and terms for preparation of plans on solid waste management”
	This direction designates the rules, contents and terms for preparation of:
 National Plan(
 Regional Plan(
 Municipal Plan(
This direction ( National Plan (designates the rules, contents and terms for preparation of:   Municipal Plan(Regional Plan  

	DCM No. 803, date 04.12.2003 “On approval of regulations and procedures for import of waste for purpose of using, elaborating and recycling. 
	

	Regulation No. 4, Date 15.10.2003 “Researching and adoption of export and transition permits of waste”
	


2.2.2 National legislation with relevance for a number of waste streams

	Waste policy area
	Reference to national legislation
	Year of transposition

	Waste Framework Directive 2008/98/EC.
	Draft law “On integrated waste management”,
	2011

	Batteries and Accumulators and their Waste Directive (2006/66/EC);
	Draft act “On Batteries and Accumulators and their Waste
	2011

	Directive WEEE 2002/96/EC;
	Draft act “On waste from electrical and electronic equipment”
	2011

	Directive 94/62/EC of 20 December 1994 “On the packaging and packaging waste”;
	Draft act “On the packaging and packaging waste”
	2011

	Regulation (EC) No 850/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 “On persistent organic pollutants” and amending Directive 79/117/EEC; 
	Draft act “On Persistent Organic Pollutants”
	2011

	EC,Directive 1999/31/EC, dated 26 April 1999 “On landfill of waste”;
	Draft act “On landfill of waste”,
	2011

	Directive 2000/76/EC;
	Draft act “On waste incineration”,
	2011

	Directive 75/439/EEC “On Administration of Used oils”.
	Draft Decision for approving of Regulation “On Administration of Used oils”
	2012


2.3 Regional Waste Acts

3. Waste management plan

Overview

3.1 National Waste Management Plan

	Period of Implementation
	Main Features                                                                                                              

	Waste Management Plan 1998
	 National Waste Management Plan, 1998 includes measures for solid, urban, industrial and hospital waste management and rehabilitation of existing uncontrolled dumpsites. The plan also contains a budget for finding appropriate solutions for landfills

	2010 – 2025
	Draft National Waste Plan propose :
· The division of Albania into 12 Waste Areas on the basis of the existing District administrative boundaries. Each Waste Area having a waste solution relevant to the specific needs of that area and each waste area having a waste area profile. 

 

· The formation of 12 Waste Area Groups consisting of members drawn from the Districts and Municipalities as well as a representative from each of the Regional Environment Agencies. The District will be the co-ordinating body and will be responsible through the municipalities for the dissemination of information to the communes within the waste area.

 

· The development of area/regional waste plans which will outline the existing capacities and resource needs of each waste area. Waste areas can work together to achieve economies of scale if that is a practical and sustainable option given restraints of geography, terrain, seasonal climate and local politics. The area waste plans can be considered as a resource for the Ministry of Public Works to focus its spending by targeting specific areas where the international community have not been present or obviously vice versa.

 

· The formalisation of a National Waste Advisory Group to be drawn from both National and Regional bodies. This group, consisting of about 25 members, would be a government advisory group on policy and future strategy.

 

· The identification of priority waste streams and the development of project fiches in order that the international donor community can consider funding these priority project areas.


 

3.2 Regional waste management plans

4. Waste prevention

4.1 Objectives

4.2 Targets

4.3 Political strategy for waste prevention

4.4 Policy instruments

4.4.1 Regulatory instruments 

Overview

Bans, based on EU legislation

	Title
	Waste stream
	Year of introduction (amendment)
	Legal document

	mercury and cadmium
	Batteries, Accumulators
	
	Draft act “On Batteries and Accumulators and their Waste

	lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalent chromium
	ELV
	
	Draft act “On Batteries and Accumulators and their Waste

	lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalent chromium, PBB, PBDE
	WEEE
	
	Draft act “On waste from electrical and electronic equipment

	lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalent chromium
	Packaging waste
	
	Draft act “On the packaging and packaging waste”


Additional info

Ecodesign instruments, based on EU legislation
 

	Ecodesign                                               
	Waste                          stream
	Legal document                                                                     

	· Volume and weight of packaging has to be reduced to the minimum
· Packhas to be designed, produced and distributed in a way that reuse and recovery are possible
	Packaging waste
	Draft act “On the packaging and packaging waste"

	· EEE have to be designed in a way that disassembling and recovery, especially reuse and recycling of end of life products, its components and materials are considered facilitated.Construction and production must not interfere with reusability
	WEEE
	Draft act “On waste from electrical and electronic equipment

	· Limit use of hazardous substances in cars,
· consider recovery of materials when designing and producing cars,
· increased use of secondary raw materials
	ELV
	· Draft act “On Batteries and Accumulators and their Waste 

· Draft act “On waste from electrical and electronic equipment


4.4.2 Market based instruments 

Overview

Additional info

4.4.3 Information based instruments 

Overview

Information based instruments, based on EU legislation
	Information                                                          
	Target group                                                      
	Waste stream                   
	Legal document                                                

	· Capacity (life span of products)
· higher content of heavy metals
· the potential effects on the environment and human health of the substances used in batteries and accumulators
	Final consumer
	Batteries, Accumula​tors
	Draft act “On Batteries and Accumulators and their Waste

	Waste prevention and waste management aspects (e.g. ecodesign)
	Final consumer
	ELV
	Draft law “On integrated waste management

	Use of component and material coding standards, in particular to facilitate the identification of those components and materials, suitable for reuse and recovery
	Disassembling 
	ELV
	· Draft act “On Batteries and Accumulators and their Waste

· Draft act “On waste from electrical and electronic equipment


Additional info

4.4.4 Voluntary instruments and voluntary agreements

Overview

Additional info

4.5 Results and data

Albania has very little recycling and reusing systems for waste and few engineered landfills for the disposal of waste. Prevention or reduction of waste actually generated, through recycling and inceneration is one of the main standards of the waste management policy. The amount of waste that has to be disposed in landfill should be minimal due to the inclusion of requested spaces.
Progress towards better waste management could be the construction of new landfills complying with environmental standards in some regions and some others that are in process. 
 

Table 1.  Waste landfills in Albania
	No          
	Landfill Site                                 
	Surface              
	Capacity                                                   
	Notes                                                

	1
	Bestrova  1 (Vlore)
	12 ha
	1044690 m3
	

	2
	Bushat (Shkoder)
	12 ha
	1000000 m3
	

	3
	Bajkaj (Delvine)
	5 ha
	
	Only feasibility study is carried out 

	4
	Sharre (Tirane)
	15 ha
	2900000 tonnes
	

	5
	Korçe
	10 ha
	
	Only feasibility study is carried out 

	6
	Rubik
	5000 m2
	3500 tonnes/year
	

	7
	Peshkopi
	8000 m2
	 
	Only feasibility study is carried out 


 Source: Ministry of  Public Works, Transport and Telecommunication
The construction of regional municipal waste landfills in 12 areas as is foreseen in a draft National Plan on Municipal Waste Management 2010 – 2025 could be a progress towards full coverage of the population with waste collection schemes.

5. Biodegradable municipal waste

5.1 Objectives

Reduction of landfilling of biodegradable municipal waste 

5.2 Targets

Landfilling of biodegradables waste are according to the Landfill Directive 1999/31/EC     (75% in 2010; 50% in 2013 ;  35% in 2020)
5.3 Political strategy

5.4 Policy instruments

5.4.1 Regulatory instruments 

	Title
	

	Scope
	Landfilling of waste

	Year of introduction
	2009-10

	Transition period
	No

	Objectives
	Reduction of BDW from landfills

	Targets
	Reduction of BDW from landfills 75% 2010; 50%2013 ; 35% 2020

	Description of the instrument
	Obligation of pre-treatment of waste procedures and criteria for waste accepting for landfilling

	Implementation
	No results

	Result
	Reduction of BDW from landfills 75% 2010; 50%2013 ; 35% 2020


Additional info

5.4.2 Market based instruments 

Additional info

5.4.3 Information based instruments 

Additional info

5.4.4 Voluntary instruments and voluntary agreements

Additional info

5.5 Results and data

Biodegradable municipal waste
	Waste Stream
	Average % in Municipal Waste Stream
 
	Weight within Municipal Waste of Albania/day
 (0.7kg/person/day)
	Weight within Municipal Waste of Albania/year
 (266kg/person/year)

	 
 
	 
	2,335 T/Day
	852,360 T/Year

	Organics
	47.36
	1,106
	403,690

	Wood
	1.43
	33
	12,045

	Paper
	5.37
	125
	45,625

	Cardboard
	8.13
	190
	69,350

	Total Biodegradables
	 
62.3
	1,454
	530,710

	 
	 
	 
	 

	LD Plastics
	8.46
	198
	72,270

	HD Plastics
	4.75
	111
	40,515

	Glass
	5.75
	134
	48,910

	Textiles
	5.27
	123
	44,895

	Metals – Ferrous
	0.56
	13
	4,745

	Metals- Non-Ferrous
	0.57
	13
	4,745

	Healthcare Waste
	0.17
	4
	1,460

	Rubber
	0.2
	5
	1,825

	Inert Waste
	7.20
	168
	61,320

	San-Pro Waste
	3.25
	76
	27,740

	WEEE
	0.31
	                       7
	2,555

	Batteries
	0.02
	1
	365

	Animal Bi-Product Waste
	1.08
	25
	9,125


Source: INPAEL project
According to Inpael Project , the average % in Municipal Waste Stream of total biodegradables waste is 63%.
Construction and demolition waste- No information
 
Waste prevention- No information
 
 
The generation of municipal waste in  Albania,  compared with  previous years is increasing . This is evidently due to  the  continued increase of population consumtion and therefore the high generation of municipal waste.  Meanwhile the construction sector has decreased during recent years compared with the decade before.
The waste management system is at low level because of weak collection systems in cities and almost no collection in rural areas. For cleaning of cities, collection and transport of waste in landfills operate private companies financed by municipalities. Albania has very little recycling and reusing systems for waste and few engineered landfills for the disposal of waste. Prevention or reduction of waste actually generated, through recycling and inceneration is one of the main standards of the waste management policy. The amount of waste that has to be disposed in landfills should be minimal due to the inclusion of requested spaces.
Progress towards better waste management could be the construction of new landfills complying with environmental standards in some regions and some others that are in process. 
 

 
 

6. Construction and demolition waste

6.1 Objectives

6.2 Targets

6.3 Political strategy

6.4 Policy instruments

6.4.1 Regulatory instruments 

Additional info

6.4.2 Market based instruments 

Additional info

6.4.3 Information based instruments 

Additional info

6.4.4 Voluntary instruments and voluntary agreements

Additional info

6.5 Results and data
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8. Links to national waste information systems
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