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1 Objectives of the webinar 

Webinars on resource efficiency policies and instruments are organized for the Eionet network by the 

European Environment Agency and the European Topic Centre on SCP, to support exchange of 

information and sharing of experience among those national institutions which are responsible for the 

practical implementation of resource efficiency policies at the country level.  

These 90-minute online webinars are a spin-off initiative from the 2011 survey of resource efficiency 

policies. Their main objective is to keep countries informed about upcoming EU policy initiatives, 

and to provide a forum where countries themselves can present examples of relevant policy initiatives 

they recently adopted under the heading of resource efficiency. 

Webinar participants are policy makers from national institutions responsible for the practical 

implementation of resource efficiency policies which are members of the Eionet network. Given the 

nature of the topic, invitations to webinars are sent to both National Reference Centres on Waste and 

on NRCs on SCP and resources. Typically, between 30 and 50 participants from 15 to 20 countries 

participate in a webinar.  

The first webinar - on national strategies for resource efficiency - was organized in February 2013, 

followed by the June 2013 event on targets and indicators and the webinar on industrial symbiosis 

initiatives held in December 2013.  

The next webinar will be held on 17 March 2014, starting at 11:30 Central European Time, focusing 

on the emerging policy priority of circular economy. The topic was chosen in light of the upcoming 

publication of European Commission Communication on Circular Economy, expected in the Spring 

of 2014.  

The webinar will start with a keynote presentation by the Ellen MacArthur Foundation, introducing 

the concept of circular economy, its basics, scope and economic potential. This will be followed by a 

policy update from the European Commission on upcoming initiatives in the areas of resource 

efficiency and circular economy. The second part of the webinar will focus on two relevant national 

initiatives: the sustainable materials management program in Flanders and the Scottish Circular 

Economy Program.   

 

2 Introduction to circular economy 

 

2.1 The Circular Economy Concept: 

Over the past several decades, the concept of a circular economy that emulates natural systems has 

attracted the attention of thought leaders in fields from material science to industrial ecology. The 

Circular Economy provides an alternative vision of our material economy and challenges the ―take, 

make and dispose‖ model that characterizes much of our current consumption. This model requires 

vast, easily accessible material and energy resources to continuously feed our consumption, and 

endless sinks to accept the resultant waste. While improving efficiency can provide environmental 

and economic benefits and prolong the viability of this model, it does not address the fundamentally 

finite nature of the resource base on which it depends. 

The circular economy is intentionally restorative – that is, the majority of waste generated within the 

economy, should, ideally, become inputs – and should minimize the depletion of non-renewable and 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us
http://scp.eionet.europa.eu/about
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/resource-efficiency-in-europe
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/resource-efficiency-in-europe
http://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/countries-and-eionet
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overuse of renewable resources. More specifically, a circular economy should be fed by renewable 

energy, minimize, track and ideally eliminate the use of toxic chemicals, and eradicate waste though 

product and process design that enables biological components to safely re-enter the biosphere, and 

for non-biological components to be re-used with minimal loss of quality. Such a design philosophy 

must ensure that products can be as easily separated into component materials as possible. 

The circular economy has many commonalities with other current theories of resource and 

environmental management, including cradle to cradle, industrial ecology and blue ecology, which 

also call for a cyclic flow of materials in our product and service systems.  

The now well-known schematic of the circular economy below illustrates how biological and non-

biological materials are imagined to flow around a circular economy: 

 

SOURCE: Ellen MacArthur Foundation 

Not only does the diagram illustrate material flows, but also the processes that might be involved in 

implementing a circular economy.  The stronger the outer lobes of the diagram become – with  

increasing maintenance, reuse, refurbishment and recycling, with better management of biogenic 

waste, and the less waste going to landfill – fewer virgin resources require. 

At its core, a circular economy aims to ‗design out‘ waste. Products are designed for disassembly and 

reuse— in their entirety, or on a material/component level – whilst being supported by a shift towards 

licensing ‗performance‘ over selling ‗products‘. 

The concept is also in alignment with many existing EU environmental concepts, including the waste 

hierarchy (with minimization of waste generation and the increased recycling of waste that does occur 

should reduce the amount of waste for disposal). Indeed, the circular economy concept places an 

additional layer of consideration that can facilitate the reduction of waste: the rethink and redesign of 

the products and services themselves.  
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2.2 Policy Context 

The European Commission has recognized the concept of a circular economy as an important tool on 

the way to achieve a resource efficient Europe. In its ―Manifesto for a Resource Efficient Europe‖, 

published in December 2012, the EC stated that "in a world with growing pressures on resources and 

the environment, the EU has no choice but to go for the transition to a resource-efficient and 

ultimately regenerative circular economy." 

The 2050 vision of the 7th Environmental Action Program foresee that European prosperity and 

healthy environment will stem from an innovative, circular economy where nothing is wasted and 

where natural resources are managed sustainably. The 7EAP recognizes that, in light of limited scope 

of some existing policy instruments relating to production and consumption, "there is a need for a 

framework that gives appropriate signals to producers and consumers to promote resource efficiency 

and the circular economy". Furthermore, "barriers facing recycling activities in the Union internal 

market should be removed and existing prevention, re-use, recycling, recovery and landfill diversion 

targets reviewed so as to move towards a lifecycle-driven ‘circular’ economy, with a cascading use of 

resources and residual waste that is close to zero." 

In 2014 the European Commission will set out new proposals enabling Europe to unlock the potential 

of the circular economy. The priority of DG Environment will be waste and resource efficiency with a 

‗circular economy‘ package expected to be presented in the Spring.  

National initiatives are also drawing inspiration from the concept of circular economy: 

 Scotland is the first country to participate in the Circular Economy100 program, and in 

October presented Safeguarding Scotland's Resources - Blueprint for a More Resource 

Efficient and Circular Economy.  

 The French Circular Economy Institute, founded in February 2013, is an association spanning 

business, civil society, public institutions and the research community, that seeks to promote a 

circular economy in the long term by engaging the wide variety of stakeholder and seeking to 

influence the public debate in France. 

 OVAM (the Public Waste Agency of Flanders) runs a transition network ―Plan C‖ for 

sustainable materials management that draws on the concepts of a circular economy. 

 The Waste Prevention Programme for England
1
 draws inspiration from the concepts involved 

in the circular economy.  

 The Circular Economy concept is also receiving attention at the regional level, for example from 

ARC+
2
. The Ellen MacArthur Foundation

3
 is a leading proponent of the circular economy.   

                                                      

1
 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/265022/pb14091-waste-

prevention-20131211.pdf  

2
 http://www.acrplus.org/index.php/en/events/upcoming-events/event/202-beyond-waste-prevention-towards-

circular-economy  

3
 www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/265022/pb14091-waste-prevention-20131211.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/265022/pb14091-waste-prevention-20131211.pdf
http://www.acrplus.org/index.php/en/events/upcoming-events/event/202-beyond-waste-prevention-towards-circular-economy
http://www.acrplus.org/index.php/en/events/upcoming-events/event/202-beyond-waste-prevention-towards-circular-economy
http://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/
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3 Webinar Agenda 
 

Eionet Webinar on Resource Efficiency Policies Circular Economy: concept and practice 

Monday, 17 March 2014, 11:30-13:00 (CET=Berlin, 
Brussels, Budapest time) 

Webinar IT platform will open for joining at 11:00 (CET). Please test your 
computer beforehand, following detailed instructions in Annex 4  

Chairs: Paweł Kaźmierczyk (EEA) and Márton Herczeg (ETC/SCP) 

11:00 - 11:30 Login  

11:00 
– 
11:30 

 Technical set-up 
The webinar platform will be open in order to make sure all participants successfully - join in for 
a precise kick-off at 11:30.  Please follow the detailed instruction sent to participants in annex 4. 
IMPORTANT: you will need an access code which will be sent to you by email a couple of days 
before the webinar. Please have it to hand when logging in. 

The Circular Economy Concept 

 
11:30 
– 
11:50 

 Welcome. Introduction to the topic of the webinar and technical briefing (5 min) 
by Paweł Kaźmierczyk (EEA) and Márton Herczeg (ETC/SCP) 

 The concept of circular economy 
Mr. Jocelyn Bleriot, Ellen MacArthur Foundation,  (15 min presentation) 

11:50 
– 
12:00 

 Clarifications and feedback (10 min) 
Please use the chat function to send your questions directly to the user ’ETC/SCP’ who will 
collect questions and comments during the presentations. You can also raise hands. 

Circular Economy in practice 

 
 

12:00 
– 

12:50 

 Resource efficiency and circular economy - recent policy developments and upcoming 
initiatives  
Mr. Paweł Kaźmierczyk, EEA, (15 min presentation + 5 min Q&A)   

•     Sustainable Materials Management 
       Mr. Jorn Verbeeck, Public Waste Agency of Flanders OVAM, 
      (10 min presentation+ 5 min Q&A) 

 Scotland Circular Economy Program 
Mr. Callum Blackburn, Zero Waste Scotland, (10 min presentation+ 5 min Q&A) 

Discussion and follow-up 

12:50 
– 
13:00 

 Discussion and clarifications  
Please use the chat function to send your questions directly to the user ’ETC/SCP’ who will 
collect questions and comments during the presentations. 

 Reflections and wrap-up  
by Paweł Kaźmierczyk  (EEA) 
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Annex 1 The presenters  

 

Mr. Jocelyn Bleriot, Ellen MacArthur Foundation 

Jocelyn Blériot, Head of Editorial and European Affairs of the Ellen MacArthur Foundation, whose 

academic background drew focus on literature, philosophy and sociology, has spent most of his career 

in the media industry as a journalist and editor.  Having joined Ellen MacArthur in 2007, he was 

central to the creation of the Foundation and is responsible for effective communication of many of 

the ideas. He develops written and video content, coordinates academic and professional reports and 

edits educational resources produced by the Foundation. He represents the Foundation on the 

European Resource Efficiency Platform (European Commission) and manages the relationship with 

EU institutions. 

 

Mr. Jorn Verbeeck, Public Waste Agency of Flanders OVAM 

With a background in language & literature, Jorn first worked as a journalist. He then worked several 

years as a political advisor on local, federal and European level, in the last years as an expert in 

sustainable development, waste and materials. He moved to the Flemish Government in 2010, during 

the Belgian EU Presidency, with a focus on the EU‘s resource efficiency flagship and the United 

Nations Environment Panel. Together with Helen Versluys, Jorn now works as transition manager of 

the Flanders' Materials Programme, which translates the EU 2020 strategy into a regional vision, 

research and public-private action plan that aims to achieve a systemic shift towards sustainable 

materials management. 

 

Mr. Callum Blackburn, Zero Waste Scotland 

Callum is the Policy Manager for the Circular Economy within the Scottish Government‘s Zero 

Waste Team.  Callum is seconded from Zero Waste Scotland  (ZWS) to help the Scottish Government 

develop its circular economy policy over the next two years. He has more than 13 years‘ experience in 

policy development in various roles. Before joining Zero Waste Scotland as their Head of Policy 

Support he was actively involved in developing a range of Scottish business support programmes 

focused on resource efficiency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Eionet webinar on resource efficiency policies: circular economy – 17 March 2014           Page 8  

Annex 2  Presentations from the webinar 

 

The concept of circular economy 
Jocelyn Bleriot, Ellen MacArthur Foundation 

 

Resource efficiency and circular economy – Recent policy developments and 
upcoming initiatives 
Pawel Kazmierczyk, EEA 

 

Sustainable Materials Management program in Flanders 
Jorn Verbeeck, Public Waste Agency of Flanders OVAM 

 

Scotland Circular Economy Program 
Mr. Callum Blackburn, Zero Waste Scotland 
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Annex 3 List of registered participants 

Invited speakers 

Presentation 1. Mr. Jocelyn Bleriot 
Ellen MacArthur Foundation 
joss.bleriot@ellenmacarthurfoundation.org 

Presentation 3.  Mr. Jorn Verbeeck 
Public Waste Agency of Flanders (OVAM) 
jorn.verbeeck@ovam.be 

Presentation 4. Mr. Callum Blackburn 
Zero Waste Scotland 
Callum.Blackburn@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Country experts 

Country (or organization) Registered persons/contact details 

Austria Hubert Reisinger 
Umweltbundesamt 
hubert.reisinger@umweltbundesamt.at 

Belgium (Brussels) Stefan De Keijser 
Brussels Environment Agency 
sdekeijser@leefmilieu.irisnet.be 

Finland Riina Antikainen 
riina.antikainen@ymparisto.fi; 
Hanna Salmen 
rä, hanna.salmenpera@ymparisto.fi 
Sirkka Koskela, sirkka.koskela@ymparisto.fi;  
Helena Dahlbo, helena.dahlbo@ymparisto.fi.  
All from Finnish Environment Institute SYKE 

France Doris Nicklaus 
Ecology, Energy and Sustainable Development Ministry 
doris.nicklaus@developpement-durable.gouv.fr 

Hungary Krisztina Prém 
Ministry of Rural Development 
krisztina.prem@vm.gov.hu 
 
Szandra Szomor 
Ministry of Rural Development 
szandra.szomor@vm.gov.hu 

mailto:joss.bleriot@ellenmacarthurfoundation.org
mailto:jorn.verbeeck@ovam.be
mailto:Callum.Blackburn@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:hubert.reisinger@umweltbundesamt.at
mailto:sdekeijser@leefmilieu.irisnet.be
mailto:riina.antikainen@ymparisto.fi
mailto:hanna.salmenpera@ymparisto.fi
mailto:sirkka.koskela@ymparisto.fi
mailto:helena.dahlbo@ymparisto.fi
mailto:doris.nicklaus@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
mailto:krisztina.prem@vm.gov.hu
mailto:szandra.szomor@vm.gov.hu
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Ireland Shane Colgan 
Environmental Protection Agency 
s.colgan@epa.ie 

Montenegro Bosiljka Vukovic Simonovic 
Head of the Division for the support to the National Council for 
Sustainable Development 
Ministry for Sustainable Development and Tourism in the 
Government of Montenegro 
bosiljka.vukovic@mrt.gov.me 

Poland lgorzata Soltan 
Sustainable Development department, Analyses Unit 
MoE 
malgorzata.soltan@mos.gov.pl 

Portugal Miguel Déjean Guerra 
Portuguese Environment Agency 
Department of Strategies and Economic Analysis 
Ministry for the Environment and spatial Planning 
miguel.guerra@apambiente.pt 

Slovakia Tatiana Guštafíkova 
Slovak Environmental Agency 
tatiana.gustafikova@sazp.sk 

Slovenia Alenka Burja 
NRC Slovenia 
aburja@yahoo.com 

Spain Teresa Barres Benlloch,  
Subdirección General de Residuos, MAGRAMA 
TBarres@magrama.es 

Sweden Sanna Due Sjöström 
Swedish EPA 
sanna.due@naturvardsverket.se  

Switzerland Simonne Rufener 
Federal Office for the Environment FOEN 
Waste and Resources Division 
Industrial Waste Section 
simonne.rufener@bafu.admin.ch 

Turkey Seher AYDOĞ GÜRBÜZ 
Turkısh Statistical Institute 
seheraydog@tuik.gov.tr 

UK Simon Cox 
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs 
Simon.cox@defra.gsi.gov.uk 

mailto:s.colgan@epa.ie
mailto:bosiljka.vukovic@mrt.gov.me
mailto:malgorzata.soltan@mos.gov.pl
mailto:miguel.guerra@apambiente.pt
mailto:email@address.com
mailto:aburja@yahoo.com
mailto:sanna.due@naturvardsverket.se
mailto:simonne.rufener@bafu.admin.ch
mailto:seheraydog@tuik.gov.tr
mailto:Simon.cox@defra.gsi.gov.uk


 

Eionet webinar on resource efficiency policies: circular economy – 17 March 2014           Page 43  

 

Organizers 

European Environment Agency (EEA) Pawel Kazmierczyk 
EEA project manager, 
webinar co-chair 
Pawel.Kazmierczyk@eea.europa.eu 

European Topic Centre on Sustainable Consumption and 
Production (ETC/SCP) - Copenhagen Resource Institute 

Márton Herczeg 
ETC/SCP task manager, 
webinar co-chair 
marhe@etc.mim.dk 
 
David McKinnon 
chat window manager 
ETC/SCP task team 
dalmc@etc.mim.dk 

European Topic Centre on Sustainable Consumption and 
Production (ETC/SCP) - Umweltbundesamt (DE) 

Jens Günther 
ETC/SCP task team, 
Jens.Guenther@uba.de 
 
Christian Löwe 
ETC/SCP task team, 
Christian.Loewe@uba.de 

European Topic Centre on Sustainable Consumption and 
Production (ETC/SCP) - The Regional Environmental 
Center for Central and Eastern Europe (REC) 

Tamás Kállay 
ETC/SCP task team, 
TKallay@rec.org 
 
Péter Szuppinger 
ETC/SCP task team, 
PSzuppinger@rec.org 

 

mailto:Pawel.Kazmierczyk@eea.europa.eu
mailto:marhe@etc.mim.dk
mailto:Jens.Guenther@uba.de
mailto:Christian.Loewe@uba.de
mailto:TKallay@rec.org
mailto:PSzuppinger@rec.org
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Annex 4  IT technical guidance 
 

A few days before the webinar please check technical 
compatibility of your computer, as described below 

 
 Computer with internet – the presentations and videostream of presenters will run via in 

your web browser using Cisco WebEx. Optionally, you may use a webcam too, so other 
participants can see you in case you take the floor to speak. The system automatically uses 
any webcams properly installed on your computer. 
 

 A few days BEFORE the webinar, please check whether your computer and its settings are 
ready to run WebEx. Use the same (!) computer which you will be using and the same web 
browser: http://www.webex.com/test-meeting.html 

o We advise to select the ‘Run a temporary application’ as the best option when the 
browser opens as indicated here: 

 
 

 Should you face any technical problems, check or ask for your in-house technical support to 
check browser and system compatibility and required plug-ins here: 
https://eea.webex.com/docs/T27L/mc0805l/en_US/support/xplatform.htm 
 

 Telephone - we aim to broadcast all audio through telephone, NOT through computer audio 
which often suffers from interruptions and delays. If more than one person will be following 
the webinar from the same computer, the telephone should be equipped with a 
loudspeaker.  Should you have no access to direct landline, you may also use a mobile 
phone. The system will dial your direct number that you provide when you log in. You will 
pay no charges for receiving the call - the EEA will cover the cost of the connection. 
 IN PRINCIPLE THE SYSTEM CAN PROVIDE AUDIO VIA THE INTERNET AND THE SPEAKERS OF 
YOUR COMPUTER, BUT WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND PARTICIPANTS NOT TO USE THIS 
OPTION IN ORDER TO AVOID POOR AUDIO QUALITY. 
 

 Please do sort out any technical issues a few days BEFORE the webinar as we cannot assist 
you right before or during the webinar. Should you have problems which you cannot solve, 
please contact Örjan Lindberg (Orjan.Lindberg@eea.europa.eu) for help. 

 

 You will receive an email containing a link to the webinar itself before the event. This should 
be used to join the Webinar.  

http://www.webex.com/test-meeting.html
https://eea.webex.com/docs/T27L/mc0805l/en_US/support/xplatform.htm
mailto:Orjan.Lindberg@eea.europa.eu

