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Targets for resource efficiency /1



Targets for resource efficiency /2

Nine countries have adopted targets for national material 

resource efficiency: Austria, Estonia, France, Germany, 

Hungary, Latvia, Poland, Portugal and Slovenia. 

In most cases, these targets are based on gross domestic 

product relative to domestic material consumption 

(GDP/DMC), the EU's lead resource productivity indicator. 

Meanwhile, the EU itself does not have a target for 

material resource efficiency

The formulation of appropriate objectives and targets is 

clearly a challenge, at both the EU and national levels.



Targets for resource efficiency /3

The two areas for which targets are common are waste 

and energy. This is clearly driven by EU regulations

Very few targets have been adopted at the level of 

individual economic sectors

An increasing number of material resource efficiency 

initiatives, accompanied by targets, are being introduced 

in the public sector and by local governments within their 

areas of competence. 

Examples include reducing energy consumption in public 

administration, reducing the use of paper, and increasing 

the use of sustainable transport.


