
Habitat code:8340
Habitat name: Permanent glaciers

Habitat group: rocky habitats
Regions: ALP
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Habitats Directive Article 17 Reporting

Assessments of conservation status at the European level
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

Glaciers and permanent snowfields are found at high altitude or high latitudes and within
the European Union are only found in the Alpine region.
All countries have reported this habitat as ‘unfavourable-bad' except for Spain which
reported ‘unknown'.  However it is clear from the literature that Spanish glaciers in the
Pyrenees are shrinking and cannot be considered ‘favourable'.  Although some countrie s
note sports such as skiing as a threat and/or pressure, it is clear that the main threat is
climate change with some studies suggesting that glaciers may disappear completely
from some areas such as the Pyrenees within the next 50 years.
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Assessments of conservation status as reported by Member states
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

Data quality is based on as assessment by each Member State, 1 = good, 2 = medium,
3 = poor

This information is derived from the Member State national reports submitted to the
European Commission under Article 17 of the Habitats Directive in 2007 and covering the
period 2001-2006. More detailed information is available at
http://biodiversity.eionet.europa.eu/article17
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