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Habitat code:1320 Habitat group: coastal habitats
Habitat name: Spartina swards Regions: ATL CON MAC MED
(Spartinion maritimae)
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This habitat is dominated by grasses from the genus Spartina (cord-grasses) and occurs
on coastal muds. As well as the native species of Spartina, the American species Spartina
alterniflora and its hybrids such as Spartina anglica can be common and in many places are
considered invasive aliens. The habitat is widespread along Atlantic coasts, it also occurs
locally in the northern Adriatic.

Only reported as ‘favourable' by Germany and assessed as ‘unfavourable-bad' for the
Atlantic region with all parameters reported as ‘unfavourable-bad' by two or more
countries. Reasons for the bad condition include rising sea levels, invasive
aliens/hybrids (e.g. Spartina anglica) and human impacts. Assessed as ‘unfavourable-
inadequate' for the Continental region due to a small and declining area.

Better information required (several countries did not report area of habitat), as well as
confirmation that the country reports have all treated the invasive species/hybrids in the
same manner.
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Data quality is based on as assessment by each Member State, 1 = good, 2 = medium,
3 = poor

This information is derived from the Member State national reports submitted to the

European Commission under Article 17 of the Habitats Directive in 2007 and covering the
period 2001-2006. More detailed information is available at
http://biodiversity.eionet.europa.eu/articlel?
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