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Habitats Directive Article 17 Reporting

Species name:Maculinea arion
Annex: IV

Assessments of conservation status at the European level
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

The large blue is a butterfly species occurring in most of Europe but not very common.  It
is  found in grassy places with flowers, especially thyme, and presence  of ant species  of
the  Myrmica  genus  which  are  both  necessary for its  reproductive  cycle.  Frequently also
found amongst bushes or woodland edges.
Overall  assessment  for  this  species  does  not  look  good.  It  is  assessed  as
‘unfavourable-bad’  in  four  out  of  six  regions  (Alpine,  Continental,  Pannonian  and
Boreal).  Assessment for Atlantic region  is  ‘unknown but not favourable’  and  there  is  a
major  lack  of  data  for  Mediterranean  region  (therefore  assessed  ‘unknown’).  Only
‘favourable assessments are from France and Germany for Alpine region.
According to IUCN species is considered ‘nearly threatened’.
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Assessments of conservation status as reported by Member states
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)
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Data quality is based on as assessment by each Member State, 1 = good, 2 = medium,
3 = poor

This information is derived from the Member State national reports submitted to the
European Commission under Article 17 of the Habitats Directive in 2007 and covering the
period 2001-2006. More detailed information is available at
http://biodiversity.eionet.europa.eu/article17
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