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Assessments of conservation status at the European level
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

 
The  common  minke  whale  is  widely  distributed  across  the  marine  Atlantic  and
Macaronesian regions, from latitudes ranging from northwest of the British Isles and the
central North Sea to the Canaries in the south.  The species is an occasional visitor to the
marine  Mediterranean  region.  It  is  the  most neritic of  all  minke  whales  and  is  most
abundant in ocean areas overlying the continental platform.
In the marine Atlantic the overall conservation status is 'unfavourable-inadequate' due to Portugal's
conclusions for the population and future prospects parameters. In the marine Macaronesian region the
overall status is unknown due to the lack of data on the species’ range and population status in both the
Spanish and Portuguese waters.  The minke whale is listed as species of ‘Least Concern’ in the IUCN
Red List of threatened species. 
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Assessments of conservation status as reported by Member states
(all biogeographical regions - EU25)

Data quality is based on as assessment by each Member State, 1 = good, 2 = medium,
3 = poor

This information is derived from the Member State national reports submitted to the
European Commission under Article 17 of the Habitats Directive in 2007 and covering the
period 2001-2006. More detailed information is available at
http://biodiversity.eionet.europa.eu/article17
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