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Briefing notes on progress with EUROWATERNET and Waterbase

3. GROUNDWATER

For the groundwater network countries are asked to submit information on all important groundwater bodies (groundwater in porous media, karst groundwater and others), including both shallow and deep aquifers. A groundwater body is defined as important when at least one of the three requirements are met: larger than 300 km², of regional, socio-economic or environmental importance in terms of quantity and quality or exposed to severe or major impacts.

For each groundwater body a general characterisation including physical characteristics, (hydro)geological and pressure information is required as well as information on groundwater quality. The current update process continues the data collection process. For the validation process of already submitted data internet access was provided to allow NRCs the validation Within the current update EUROWATERNET groundwater has focused on quality issues, in particular on the nitrogen determinands nitrate, nitrite and ammonium, supported by dissolved oxygen. Furthermore data collection was extended to pesticides. Main emphasis was put on the pesticides included in the Water Framework Directive Priority Substances.

In addition to the previous EWN GW-quality data collection which was based exclusively on aggregated data at the GW-body level this time countries were asked to provide disaggregated data on a voluntary basis. This was done following the discussions at the Bridging the Gap conference in Paris (2001) and the request which was put forward to the ETC-GW group for assistance with data aggregation. As a reply on that and in order to keep NRCs efforts as small as possible, it was offered to undertake the aggregation of delivered disaggregated data. Several countries made use of this possibility.

The following tables summarise the information arising from EUROWATERNET in terms of numbers of groundwater bodies being identified as important and in terms of information on the general characterisation received from countries to date (March 2002). Also given is the date of the most recent water quality information received. This information is based on already available data and is held within WATERBASE. WATERBASE will be accessible to all of the EEA's "customers" including the public using the Internet.
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