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2. LAKES

For the basic lake quality network countries are asked to submit a defined number of monitoring stations on different sized lakes. The stations are also to be representative of the pressures in the upstream catchment. Reference lakes/stations are also requested (where possible) in catchments with little or no human activity. The largest and most important lakes in each country are also included. 

Information and data on the physical characteristics (e.g. catchment area, surface area, depth and altitude) and upstream catchment pressures (e.g. catchment land use) are also required for each selected lake, but has only been supplied by few countries. To date EUROWATERNET has concentrated on water quality determinands indicative of eutrophication and to some extent organic pollution.

The following Tables summarise the information arising from EUROWATERNET in terms of numbers and types of lakes and the physical characteristics and water quality determinands received from countries to date (March 2002). Also given is the date of the most recent water quality information received. This information is held within WATERBASE. WATERBASE will be accessible to all of the EEA's "customers" including the public using the internet.
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The next stage of implementation of EUROWATERNET will see the development of an impact network and a fully representative network. This will be fully compatible with the requirements of the Water Framework Directive. Data will also be required on hazardous substances, biological quality and eventually on ecological and chemical status.
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