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1. 

Purpose of the Workshop

The European Environment Agency and its European Topic Centre for Water (ETC/WTR) are working with the Member Countries, the European Commission and other international organisations to streamline data and information gathering and reporting procedures at the European level.

The flow of data from member countries to ETC/WTR through EUROWATERNET is becoming regularised as an annual process. In addition, EUROWATERNET is being extended to provide data relevant to new policy frameworks such as the Water Framework Directive.

The purpose of the workshop is:

· to bring member country representatives up to date with progress on the existing EUROWATERNET process and 

· to give details on the extension of EUROWATERNET to cover transitional, coastal and marine waters, 

· to discuss how water quantity is being dealt with in EUROWATERNET, and 

· to give details of a system for dealing with emissions to water that are being quantified under a number of different directives and policy measures, and finally,

· to agree to recommendations/conclusions that will guide the future work plans of the EEA and its Topic Centre on Water particularly in relation to the Water Framework Directive and the plans of the European Commission.

EUROWATERNET also has benefits at the national level in terms of improving national monitoring networks and four countries (Greece, France, Italy and Slovenia) have been invited to explain how it has been used in their country. 

EUROWATERNET data is stored in WATERBASE and progress towards making this publicly available will be reported. The data being collected are used to generate the core set of policy relevant indicators that form the basis of future EEA reports. 

2.

Agenda

10 April 2002 

SESSION 1 Progress and development of EUROWATERNET



Chair
Tim Lack (ETC Water)






1
10.00 – 10.15
Introduction and purpose of Workshop
Anita Künitzer (EEA)






2
10. 15 – 10.30
From national monitoring to European reporting: Eurowaternet – Waterbase – Indicators - Assessment
Jock Martin (EEA)






3

EUROWATERNET Implementation  - Links to policy processes


3.1
10.30 – 10.50
Water Framework Directive – Common Implementation Strategy and the Expert Advisory Forum on Reporting
Joachim D’Eugenio (EC DG Env)

3.2
10.50 – 11.10
Relationship between EUROWATERNET and the Water Framework Directive and for broader water reporting
Steve Nixon (ETC Water)


11.10 – 11.40
Break for refreshments


3.3
11.40 – 12.00
Role of regional Marine Conventions in EEA Indicator-based reporting
Anita Künitzer (EEA)

3.4
12.00 – 12.30
Questions and discussion regarding EUROWATERNET and links to policy








12.30 – 14.00
LUNCH







4

EUROWATERNET Implementation – European level


4.1
14.00 – 14.20
Rivers – Basic, Impact and Fully Representative networks
Steve Nixon (ETC Water)

4.2
14.20 – 14.40
Lakes
Jens Bøgestrand (ETC Water)

4.3
14.40 – 15.00
Groundwater
Johannes Grath (ETC Water)

4.4
15.00 – 15.20
Transitional, coastal and marine waters
Kari Nygaard (ETC Water)

4.5
15.20 – 15.40
Quantity
Manuel Menendez (ETC Water)

4.6
15.40 – 16.00
Pressures (Emissions)
Dominique Preux (ETC Water)







16.00 – 16.30
Break for refreshments







4.7
1630 – 17.00
Questions and discussion 







5

EUROWATERNET Implementation –Examples at the National level


5.1
17.00 – 17.20
Greece
Mrs Anastasia Lazarou (Ministry of Environment GR)

5.2
17.20 – 17.40
Italy
Ms Susanna Cavalieri (ANPA Toscana IT)

5.3
17.40 – 18.00
France
Philippe Crouzet (Ifen FR)

5.4
18.00– 18.20
Slovenia
Ms Lidija Globevnik (Ministry of Environment SI)

5.5
18.20 – 18.40
Questions and discussion








18.40
End of Session 1








20.30
Workshop dinner


11 April 2002 

SESSION 2 – Policy, Indicators and Streamlined Reporting



Chair
Jock Martin (EEA)






6

WATERBASE developments 


6.1
09.00 – 09.20
Working Waterbases
Ruth Cullingford (ETC Water)

6.2
09.20 – 09.35
Reference Waterbase on the www
Johannes Grath

6.3
09.35 – 09.50
WATERSTAT, Access to aggregated information of the Dutch Water Monitoring Programme
Ms Jannette van Buuren (RIKZ NL)

6.4
09.50 - 10.20
Questions and discussion regarding Waterbase








10.20 – 10.50
Break for refreshments







7

Indicators and streamlined reporting Developments


7.1
10.50 - 11.10
Core Set of Water Indicators – overview of framework and linkage to policy objectives and data flows
Steve Nixon (ETC Water)

7.2
11.10 – 11.30
2002 Water Indicator Report – progress and prospects
Steve Nixon (ETC Water)

7.3
11.30 – 11.50
The future of streamlined reporting to meet the needs of the Commission, EEA, Eurostat, Marine Conventions and others 
Jock Martin (EEA)

7.4
11.50 – 12.20
Questions and discussion







8
12.20 – 13.00
Workshop conclusions and agreed way forward
Jock Martin (EEA)


13.00
END OF WORKSHOP


3. 

The Presentations

3.1

Introduction and purpose of Workshop. Anita Künitzer (EEA)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title


On behalf of the EEA, Anita welcomed the participants. There were 75 representatives from 25 countries in the EEA-EIONET as well as from the European Commission (DG Environment), the Joint Research Centre, the Black Sea Commission Permanent Secretariat, UNEP MAP, EEA and ETC Water. The objectives of the workshop are given in Section 1 and Anita went through these in more detail. This current workshop is one of a series that started in Madrid 1996 when the concept of EUROWATERNET was first introduced to the EIONET group. Further workshops were held in Budapest 1998, Paris 2000, Silkeborg 2000 and Oslo 2001 as EUROWATERNET was implemented and extended from the basic network of stations, in a step-by-step, way to cover transitional, coastal and marine waters, the impact network, quantity and emissions. Apart from the dataflows from national sources it was important to acknowledge the dataflows from international sources such as Eurostat, UN FAO and the Marine Conventions.  

3.2

From national monitoring to European reporting: Eurowaternet – Waterbase – Indicators – Assessment. 
Jock Martin (EEA)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
The purpose of gathering data is to answer policy relevant questions e.g. are EU policies contributing to reductions in organic pollution levels in European rivers? The answers are given in the form of assessments under the DPSIR framework which bring the S and I data and metadata together with associated D and P data and demonstrate the effectiveness of policies in the form of trend information. The process originally started from the MDIAR chain: national Monitoring, Data, Information, Assessment and Reporting (i.e. driven from the botton up. The concept now has evolved into a top-down approach based on policy relevant indicators known as RAIDM: Regular contacts with clients, All available knowledge, Indicators to communicate, Data that are needed for indicators, Mobilising and supporting the countries. The success of EUROWATERNET in this process is obvious: 24 EEA countries have implemented EUROWATERNET for rivers, 23 for lakes and 21 for groundwater. This makes EUROWATERNET the most extensive water data (and associated pressures) gathering network in Europe.

3.3

Water Framework Directive – Common Implementation Strategy and the Expert Advisory Forum on Reporting.
Joachim D’Eugenio (EC DG Env)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
The presentation focused on the EIONET and EUROWATERNET in the context of the Common Implementation Strategy (CIS) for the Water Framework Directive. Background information and objectives of the CIS were presented. The background to and objectives of the Expert Advisory Forum on Reporting were described. The existing reporting obligations for the Member States will change as the timetable for implementation of the WFD unfolds. The present, transitional and future reporting obligations were shown. The Commission-led initiative Inspire (Infrastructure for Spatial Information in Europe) which is coordinated by JRC and EEA, will lead to legislation defining the spatial information required for Natura 2000, Nitrate Vulnerable Zones, water body characterisation, land use and so on. Finally, the contribution of EEA, EIONET and EUROWATERNET to the CIS of the WFD was explored. EUROWATERNET is seen as a useful tool and good starting point for providing data and information for the Commission’s Information System 

for European River Basins which will be an instrument of policy evaluation.

3.4

Relationship between EUROWATERNET and the Water Framework Directive and for broader water reporting.  Steve Nixon (WRc-ETC/WTR)
http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
The aim of EUROWATERNET is to provide timely, targeted, relevant and reliable information on the state of and pressures on Europe’s water resources. It is based on existing national and international monitoring networks and gives representative information for all water types (rivers, lakes, groundwater, transitional, coastal and marine waters) within each country. Information on catchment characteristics and pressures is also gathered. Similarities and differences between the information reported through EUROWATERNET and that which will be required under the WFD were described. Because of the long implementation schedule for the WFD, the EEA wishes EUROWATERNET to continue to be the main source of data for its indicator-based reports. Through the policy relevant indicators, data that is necessary can be specified and obtained through EUROWATERNET (and other sources) in a timely and efficient way. The reporting process is being improved as is information dissemination.

3.5

Role of regional Marine Conventions in EEA Indicator-based reporting. Anita Künitzer (EEA) and Tove Lundeberg (HELCOM)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/indicators&vm=detailed&sb=Title
Europe’s regional seas are protected by Marine Conventions: AMAP (for the Arctic region), BSC (Black Sea), ICES (which manages databases derived from HELCOM, OSPAR and AMAP),  HELCOM (Baltic Sea), OSPAR (North Sea and north east Atlantic) and UNEP MAP (Mediterranean). EEA cooperates with the Marine Conventions on indicator development and assessments and tries to make use of the same country data harmonised by the Conventions at the regional level and EUROWATERNET at the European level. Formal cooperation is through Memoranda of Understandings and joint work programmes at a bilateral level, and through the activities of the Inter Regional Forum (IRF) at the European level.  The organisation and activities of the IRF were described.  The EEA’s approach to streamlining data collection is through the Conventions for marine waters and directly from the EEA member countries for transitional and coastal waters. There are a number of differences between the approaches taken by the Marine Conventions and the EEA 

 e.g. the Conventions produce scientifically-based assessments every 4 to 10 years while the EEA produces annual, indicator-based assessments. Better coordination between the Conventions and the EEA is being asked for by the countries and three options are put forward as a basis for improvement.

3.6

Discussion session on EUROWATERNET and links to policy

Joachim D’Eugenio was questioned on the proposed changes to the Standardised Reporting Directive (SRD) and commented that the review of the questionnaires in the SRD should take account of the data flows from EUROWATERNET. He mentioned the commission initiative INSPIRE which involved EEA and JRC and would result in a legally based system for harmonisation of European spatial information. Issues such as communication within countries and between countries and Commission would need to be addressed as would the timing of reporting. A question was asked about the possibility of a wider review of reporting other than that for the SRD perhaps resulting in a Reporting Framework Directive. Mr D’Eugenio responded that this was under consideration within the Commission but give no further details at this stage. When asked if there were possibilities for relaxing reporting obligations ahead of the repeal of Directives subsumed by the WFD, Mr D’Eugenio felt this was unlikely because the obligations had a firm legal basis.

There was discussion on the different data policies of the Marine Conventions which made data sharing difficult or untimely. HELCOM were willing to make data products available to the EEA. Discussions were underway with other Conventions to reach a common consensus. It was pointed out from the floor that the Conventions data was usually a mix of national monitoring and research data and the problem was usually with the latter. JAMP data was generally available. 

A comment from the floor was that the move from MDIAR to RAIDM was a big change and produced very valuable policy relevant information. EUROWATERNET was an important part of this process. 

3.7

EUROWATERNET - Rivers – Basic, Impact and Fully Representative networks. Steve Nixon (WRc-ETC/WTR) 

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
Steve Nixon summarised the information arising from EUROWATERNET in terms of numbers and types of Basic river network stations, physical characteristics and pressures received from the countries up to April 2002. 21 out of 25 countries had updated their data held in WATERBASE.  7 countries (Albania, Belgium, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Portugal and Romania) had provided no data at all through EUROWATERNET. Of the countries that had provided data: Greece and Ireland had not provided physical characteristics information and Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, FYRO Macedonia, Spain, Finland, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania and Norway had not provided catchment pressure information. It was hoped that the work being carried out by JRC on the European digitised catchment database would help to fill these gaps. Progress was being made on implementing the Impact network and thus moving towards the fully representative network.

3.8

EUROWATERNET – Lakes. Jens Bøgestrand. (NERI-ETC/WTR)
http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
Jens Bøgestrand reported that 19 countries out of the 22 that had supplied data on lakes and reservoirs had updated the data in 2001/2. Almost all had supplied information on catchment characteristics. Albania, Belgium, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Czech Republic, Italy, Liectenstein, Luxembourg and Slovakia had not reported any data through EUROWATERNET. 

3.9

EUROWATERNET – Groundwater. Johannes Grath (AWW-ETC/WTR)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
For the groundwater network, countries are asked to submit information on all important groundwater bodies (in porous media, karst and others) including shallow and deep aquifers along with a general characterisation of the groundwater body. 21 countries had provided data on their groundwater bodies and 13 countries had updated the data in 2001/2.  Data was held on 598 groundwater bodies. Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, France, Iceland, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Norway, Portugal and Romania had not reported any data through EUROWATERNET. 

3.10
EUROWATERNET – Transitional, coastal and marine waters. Kari Nygaard (NIVA-ETC/WTR).

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/waterbase&vm=detailed&sb=Title
This is a new extension of EUROWATERNET to cover these water types to be consistent with the needs of the WFD. Data has been collected from Marine Conventions (MEDPOL, HELCOM and OSPAR) and from countries directly. Nutrients, chlorophyll and oxygen concentrations (currently from 19 countries) are measured in the water column while hazardous substances, generally, are measured in sediments (currently data from 15 countries) and/or in specified biota (data currently from 19 countries). Input data (or flux data to use the EUROWATERNET terminology) is obtained from HELCOM and OSPAR. The data from OSPAR is only available for aggregated geographic areas rather than specific to rivers which therefore does not meet EUROWATERNET criteria This also means that geographic coordinates for plotting on maps are not available. Adaptation to GIS would be a huge task. Further work is required on getting comparable data on hazardous substances in organisms from all regional seas. At the European level a monitoring strategy should be developed leading to harmonised sampling, analysis and annual reporting.

3.11
EUROWATERNET – Quantity. Manuel Menendez (CEDEX-ETC/WTR)
http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
EUROWATERNET – Quantity is based on existing national monitoring networks and the stations selected are expected to provide a general overview of water resources at the European level. (Data from national monitoring networks is either difficult to get, or expensive to buy). The main aims of EUROWATERNET – Quantity are to harmonise the methodologies for water resources assessment, to help develop water availability indicators, and to contribute to the WFD. The main elements are precipitation (measured in raingauge stations), internal flow (total volume of river run-off and groundwater generated, in natural conditions, by precipitation and estimated by mathematical modelling), and total actual outflow (usually measured in gauging stations at borders or river mouths). EUROWATERNET – Quantity has so far been implemented in Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovenia, Spain and United Kingdom. More countries will be approached during 2002/3.

3.12
EUROWATERNET – Pressures (Emissions). Benoit Fribourg-Blanc  (IOW-ETC/WTR).

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
At present, EUROWATERNET uses proxy indicators of the pressures in river and lake catchments (e.g. population density, types of land use category).It is intended, in the near future, that estimates of pressures (point and diffuse emissions) will replace the proxy indicators. For this purpose, EUROWATERNET – Emissions has been designed to be a complete system that encompasses all the quantities of polluting substances emitted from all sources and through all the pathways. A methodology has been proposed that brings together in a common framework all available information on emissions produced nationally under various reporting obligations (e.g. Eurostat/OECD Joint Questionnaire, Marine Conventions, IPPC Directive). The methodology is based on DPSIR allowing a distinction between activities and emissions. It uses the NOSE-P nomenclature and, with this, defines a Group of Sources to make the system as complete yet simple as possible. It allows computation at the national or smaller geographical scale. 

It is proposed that this system (EUROWATERNET – Emissions) be considered as the main tool for the collection of data from member countries to allow the integrated assessment of emissions to water.

3.13
 Questions and discussion on EUROWATERNET implementation at the European Level

A speaker from the floor commented that EUROWATERNET should be institutionalised within the WFD as this would be a major step in streamlining reporting. Questions were asked on whether the Exchange of Information Decision data were covered by EUROWATERNET and can EUROWATERNET distinguish at the river basin level? The answer to both is yes – the EoI data are a separate stratum and Waterbase can be queried for all stations on a named river.  On lakes, there was  a question asking if the trends in nutrients could be linked to policy analysis to see if we focus most of our efforts on the most polluted water bodies and ignore the non-polluted. Could the lakes data be analysed according to the size of the lake? The answer was yes – this could  be done. On EUROWATERNET  - groundwater there was a request that the data on nitrate levels should be made coherent with data gathered under the Nitrates Directive. There was concern that EUROWATERNET – Emissions did not duplicate activities. It was repeated that the system brought together data already being reported and did not request new data. It was an integrated inventory of all current sources of emissions data. On EUROWATERNET – Quantity there was a request that ETC collaborated with the international community of hydrologists. In response it was noted that contact had been made with the RA VI working group of the World Meteorological Organisation. A representative of Germany pointed out that only data from the largest German lakes had been submitted to EUROWATERNET because that was the data sent from the Länder to the Federal Ministry. It was presumed that this would have to change under the WFD.

3.14 
EUROWATERNET Implementation –Examples at the National level – Greece. Mata Aravantinou (Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
Greece has developed a national Environmental Information Network (NEIN) which links to EIONET.  It is an integrated database for reliable, comparable and available environmental information; an information exchange network at national level; a flexible tool for public access to environmental information; a motivation mechanism for the production of all needed information from all involved parties; and a tool for supporting policy making and application. The water component of NEIN is focused on water quality management and decision making, including conformance to European Water Specifications. It covers: Surface Water, Ground Water, Bathing Water, Trans-boundary Water, Drinking Water and Sea pollution monitoring (MED-POL Programme). The surface water network has 175 monitoring stations covering a wide range of substances with an additional 4 trans-boundary rivers covered. The ground water network has 317 sampling points with 18 determinands. There is a network of 107 coastal and marine stations for MED-POL purposes. The next steps in development are to completely automate data input, elaboration and output for all water categories, make data available on the Internet for the general public (queries and reports), integrate data exchange modules with regard to REPORTNET data formats for water (Data Dictionary) and maintain links with other relevant networks and services (National Bank of Hydrology and Meteorology)

3.15
EUROWATERNET Implementation –Examples at the National level – Italy. Susanna Cavalieri (ANPA Toscana )
http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
The Italian Inland Water Network to supply the National Information Systems (SINAnet) has been established under national law. According to its timetable, the whole territory will be covered by end 2003 and a first ecological quality classification based on two-year monitoring will be available. Eleven river basins have been identified for EUROWATERNET and there are 48 monitoring stations in the river Po basin gathering data on 15 determinands. In the other national basins there are a further 74 monitoring stations. In addition there are 27 monitoring stations on 5 lakes. The gorundwater monitoring network is still being developed in the Regions and very little data is available at present. There is a coastal water network covering the whole coast and 1996-99 data has been made available. Data on inland waters will be held on the Italian NFP EIONET server.

3.16 
EUROWATERNET Implementation –Examples at the National level – France. Philippe Crouzet (Ifen, EEA NFP)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
This presentation took as its starting point the basic EEA design of EUROWATERNET based on existing monitoring stations and the statistically stratified process of selecting stations for specific substances. The design of EUROWATERNET could be reverse-engineered to improve the national monitoring system in terms of cost-efficiency. If a good database is available it is possible to optimise the national system so that all strata are represented yet the number of stations is minimised. Detailed examples of how this was done in France were shown. It was concluded that EUROWATERNET revealed a very powerful tool to design representative networks and exploit existing data including the responses needed for the Water Framework Directive as well as those requested by the EEA.

3.17
EUROWATERNET Implementation –Examples at the National level –Slovenia. Lidjia Globevnik (Ministry of Environment)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
The background to the development of EUROWATERNET in Slovenia was described. It had its origins in the work of the Phare Topic Link on Inland Waters. Since then, Slovenia has invested resources in developing a system of National Information on waters based on EUROWATERNET principles. EWN-SI provides for international and national data needs and allows public access to information. The integrated information database has a hierarchical structure and data are grouped into information thematic layers each of which is independent but harmonised with the others. There is a GIS base to the system and all data is geo-referenced.

3.18
WATERBASE developments - Working Waterbases. Ruth Cullingford (WRc-ETC/WTR)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/waterbase&vm=detailed&sb=Title
The content and structure of Waterbase-rivers was described. The database is in MS Access and has 5 tables: Stations, Pressures, Standardised determinands, Determinands as delivered, and Chemicals. The Waterbase ID is a prime key that links the tables. The update procedure was described. Despite providing formatted Excel spreadsheets for data delivery, it was actually delivered in a variety of formats. Future developments are to link the working Waterbases (rivers, lakes, groundwaters and Marinebase) into one Reference Waterbase with access via the www. Visualisation tools will be developed based on the co-operation with JRC to produce a digital database of drainage networks at a scale of 1:250,000 for the whole of Europe

3.19
 WATERBASE developments - Reference Waterbase on the www. Johannes Grath (AWW-ETC/WTR)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/waterbase&vm=detailed&sb=Title
This presentation displayed the existing information on groundwater quality arising from questionnaires and the Eurowaternet-groundwater update 2001/2. Use of groundwater for public water supply in Europe varies from almost zero (Belgiun – Brussels Region) to 100% (Denmark). Quality (in terms of nitrate and other contaminants also varies widely and maps and tables demonstrated this. The data held in Waterbase covers more than 600 groundwater bodies in 21 countries. It represents the best available data at the European scale and will be used to finalise factsheets for the ETC Water Indicator Report and the Kiev Report. Further developments are to include more countries and to improve the information on pesticides. Waterbase is currently accessible on the www by member countries (access is password protected).

3.20
WATERSTAT, Access to aggregated information of the Dutch Water Monitoring Programme. Jannette van Buuren (RIKZ)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
WaterStat is the Dutch national portal for key figures on water that is managed by the State (rather than the regions). It comprises a network of 13 marine and coastal water stations and 20 inland water stations. Physical, chemical and biological data are made available by Internet browser applications to supply information to a range of national and international users in as simple and efficient way as possible. Aggregated data can be output as graphs, tables or MS Excel files fur further analysis. A demonstration of the system is provided by a number of screen dumps. The system is available at www.waterstat.nl It was developed jointly by RIKZ and RIZA with collaboration from ESRI NL and is updated annually. The annual running costs are around 10,400 Euro and the host server cost 35,000 Euro.

3.21
Core Set of Water Indicators – overview of framework and linkage to policy objectives and data flows. Steve Nixon (WRc-ETC/WTR)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/indicators&vm=detailed&sb=Title
The former ETC/IW and ETC/MCE produced core sets of indicators. These are now merged within the ETC Water. They cover quality and quantity issues for rivers, lakes, groundwaters, transitional, coastal and  marine waters. The indicators were then subject to a cross-reading review within the EEA to eliminate overlap and duplication and to ensure cross-linkages between indicators were fully exploited. Each indicator has a fact sheet giving its title, definitions (e.g. substances, units, sector), relevant policy question being addressed, data sources, evaluation of the data situation, data availability and geographical coverage. Further development of the indicators will be undertaken after consultation with stakeholders. The full set of water indicators were presented and analysed by DPSIR, sector and policy relevance.

3.22
2002 Water Indicator Report – progress and prospects. Steve Nixon (WRc-ETC/WTR)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/indicators&vm=detailed&sb=Title
This is an indicator based report on Europe’s water, the first thematic indicator-based report to be produced by the EEA. It is based on 59 indicators covering all EEA member countries. For some, there is not a Europe-wide dataset but these will be “demonstrated” using the comparable data that is available. The report will be about 50 pages long and the firsdt draft will be delivered to the Agency in June 2002. After EIONET reveiew it is hoped to have a version ready for the Danish Presidency meeting of Water Directors in November 2002.

3.23
The future of streamlined reporting to meet the needs of the Commission, EEA, Eurostat, Marine Conventions and others. Jock Martin (EEA)

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/eurowaternet_wfd&vm=detailed&sb=Title
This presentation built on the conclusions of the Bridging the Gap conference, London, 1998, which were that some of the systems for monitoring and information gathering were inefficient and wasteful and needed to be streamlined. This was further reinforced by the conclusions of the 6th EAP. There are heavy pressures on Member States to report to the Commission and other European institutions. Three types of reporting are recognised: legal compliance and transposition, state of the environment (SoE), and effectiveness of measures. A better balance between the three types is needed. A review of reporting is underway by the commission and the EEA is contributing to it. Indicators are a useful tool for SoE reporting and the EEA is making progress on developing farmeworks for sectoral and thematic indicators and buildinging them into integrated environmental assessments. This focused data collection and policy-relevant, indicator-based reports is a positive contribution to streamlining.
4. 

Actions, Agreements and Conclusions

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/athens_workshop/conclusions&vm=detailed&sb=Title
4.1

General Discussion points

There was considerable discussion on whether or not it was possible to produce indicators in advance of the Water Framework Directive or whether one would need to wait until the various guidance notes had been produce, tested in pilot river basins and finally agreed and made operational. Mr D’Eugenio took the latter position while EEA staff and other participants took the former position, i.e. to use a priori knowledge to develop prototype indicators for assessing the effectiveness of the WFD. The discussion moved towards whether the EEA core set of indicators had been produced “bottom-up” i.e.based on the data available, or “top-down, i.e. based on answering specific policy issues. Mr D’Eugenio felt that they were a “bottom-up approach” but this was contested by EEA and ETC staff who stated that they had started with the policy issues, developed the policy questions and then looked to see what data was available to answer them. This led to some indicators that were complete and comprehensive while others needed development in data flows over the next 3-5 years or longer in some cases. It was agreed that there needed to be a common understanding on this “top-down” “bottom-up” approach. It was also agreed that there needed to be linkage with the Working Groups of the CIS for the WFD set up by Commission and Member States and those developing indicators (e.g. pressure and impact indicator development need to be linked to the Impress WG).

A word of caution from the floor stated that great care needed to be taken with the comparability of data otherwise the indicators based on the data could be useless or misleading. It was agreed that the criteria used to select data for indicators needed to be completely transparent.

On the usefulness of EUROWATERNET for providing data for WFD reporting, Mr D’Eugenio remarked that it was a useful tool but a broader tool was needed and the Commission had in mind a European River Basin Information System.

4.2 Recommendations and Conclusions

Eurowaternet (EWN):

· The particpants recognised the substantial progress on EWN implementation since Silkeborg workshop in 2000

· EEA to continue and improve annual data flow as one of the main drivers of both data and EEA product quality

· EWN is a mutually beneficial process for EU and Member States, showing the  benefits of networking and guidelines/frameworks (non-proscriptive approach)

· EWN Guidelines to be revised in 2002/3 (except for surface water quantity aspects) taking account of country experiences and WFD requirements/developments

· EEA/ETC to establish a “shared policy learning” forum on CIRCLE for countries to put information on best practice on national implementation of EWN

· ETC to continue the bilateral visits to countries on EWN implementation (number per year to be agreed)

· ETC to develop Data Exchange Models to facilitate more efficient and comparable data flows from countries. DEMs to be based on XML format and ready in time for 2003 data flow, building on Groundwater and other experiences

· EEA to consider use of national portals to support dissemination of EWN results at national level and to facilitate information flows to European levels

Waterbase:

· Develop data policy on exchange, storage, use and dissemination of information (2002)

· Before each annual data flow provide back to countries results of previous year (2002) either by URL or CD-ROM

· Improve access to Waterbase via Web (2003)

· EEA and DGEnv to consider through the WFD Implementation Strategy synergies between Eurowaternet/Waterbase developments and the River Basin Information System foreseen for the WFD

Streamlining:

· Efficiency gains may be realised between EWN implementation and reporting under legislation/ conventions (e.g. Standardised Reporting Directive, Water Framework Directive, Marine Conventions)

· Quick wins to be considered between data flows under EWN and Directives (eg Exchange of Information Decision).  DGEnv and EEA to consider.

· Continue discussions with Marine Conventions on speeding up access to quality assured and assessed information for use by EEA in indicators and on support to EU Marine Strategy 

· EEA to develop annual assessment cycle with Marine Conventions

Core set of indicators for water: 

· EEA/ETC to consult clients on draft core set by written procedure in summer 2002

· The proposals for the core set to be more explicit on the criteria for indicator selection and on causality links across the DPSIR chain

· The core set should be coherent with the objectives and developments under the Water Framework Directive and other policies/legislation not currently covered by the WFD e.g. Nitrates and UWWT Directives, Bathing Waters Directive and the emerging Marine Strategy

· ETC to improve transparency of links between indicators and EWN and other data flows (e.g. Eurostat for Driving Forces data and water treatment information). 

· ETC to develop some of more “interesting” indicators (e.g. pesticides in groundwater, water use efficiencies), as demonstrators, using non-EWN sources where appropriate

· EEA to consult on draft assessment for Water Indicator Report in autumn 2002. 

· EEA and ETC to pay due care and attention to the dissemination of this first report of its kind in EU.
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