Budapest Workshop – Draft Conclusions

EUROWATERNET

· Recognises the continual progress made on Eurowaternet implementation to cover all water types and asks the ETC Water to consolidate its activities in its further development especially in terms of gaps in hazardous substance data, marine data, and data from new and non-contributing countries, and the data quality index. 

· Recognises that Eurowaternet is a driver for the harmonisation of data quality at regional, national and local levels.

· Agrees that more efficient and comparable data flows are necessary and achievable and recognises the role the ETC plays in stimulating progress on this. Further development is needed on quantity, emissions, biological and hydromorphological data/dataflows.

· Recommends that the prioritisation of indicator development by countries through the national consultation process be used to set the data collection priorities of the ETC.

WATERBASE

· Recognises the added value of Waterbase in providing a source of comparable European-level data.

· Appreciates that Waterbase is now available publicly on the web and requests the EEA Data Service and ETC water to continue to work to:

· improve visualisation tools and especially maps

· improve data extraction and analysis functionality

· include other parts of Waterbase: Transitional, coastal and marine waters, water quantity and emissions, impact network, data quality index.

STREAMLINED REPORTING

· Requests the EEA/ETC to continue their efforts with the Commission and Member States to develop the concept of a shared and accessible Community data and information management system (DIMS) for water within which EUROWATERNET would play a significant role and recognises that reporting under EUROWATERNET and Water Framework Directive are complimentary processes.

· EWN would be further developed in relation to DIMS

· Appreciates that the EEA is pursuing a parallel course with the Marine Strategy, Marine Conventions and Regional Fisheries organisations in efforts to rationalise reporting on marine issues.

INDICATORS

· Recognises that through its consultation procedure the core set of indicators is becoming more coherent with the objectives and developments under the Water Framework Directive, Common Fisheries policy and other policies and legislation at the European level. However further thought should be given to the development of summary indicators, further reducing the number of water indicators and to the presentation of indicators to the public.

· Encourages the EEA/ETC to publish regular water indicator reports.

· Appreciates that the EEA/ETC is stimulating the development of indicators of ecological status and on fisheries.

PRODUCTS/SERVICES

· Appreciates the added value of EEA/ETC assessment reports on state and trends of the European environment.

· Recognises that knowledge of the effectiveness of water policies at the European level is weak and urges EEA/ETC to make this a priority in its future work plans.

· Urges the EEA/ETC to do more work on brokering examples of good practice of tools/methodologies necessary for the implementation of the Water Framework Directive.

· Encourages the EEA/ETC to involve the NRCs more in its work.

PAGE  
2

