[image: image1.wmf]

	To:      
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Eurostat: Rainer Muthmann

Marine Convention Secretariats: OSPAR, HELCOM, UNEP/MAP, BSC, AMAP, ICES


c.c.
ETC Water

	24 March 2003
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EEA – ETC Water / EIONET WORKSHOP

Progress on EUROWATERNET, Indicators and Streamlined Reporting

Budapest, Hungary 22-23 May 2003

The European Environment Agency and its European Topic Centre for Water (ETC/WTR) are working with the Member Countries, the European Commission and other international organisations to streamline data and information gathering and reporting procedures at the European level.

The flow of data from member countries to ETC/WTR through EUROWATERNET is now formalised as an annual process. In addition, EUROWATERNET continues to be extended to provide data relevant to new policy frameworks such as the Water Framework Directive.

The purpose of the workshop is to bring member country representatives up to date with progress on the existing EUROWATERNET process in terms of groundwater bodies, rivers, lakes, transitional, coastal and marine waters and to discuss future developments. Progress and developments with EUROWATERNET quantity and emissions will also be reported and discussed. 

EUROWATERNET data flows are used to formulate some of the indicators used in the EEA assessments. To that end presentations on the major products on water (Water Indicator report and Fisheries and Aquaculture Issues report) produced by the EEA and ETC since the last EIONET workshop will be given. Progress in defining/refining core sets of indicators for water and for fisheries and aquaculture, and in developing indicators on biological and hydromorphological quality elements, will also be presented at the workshop.

The Web version of Reference Waterbase for rivers, lakes and groundwater is being tested and will be demonstrated to the workshop. End user needs for visualisation will be discussed.

The EEA also wishes to obtain views and discuss the usefulness of EEA products for countries, for example, which reports are used and preferred, and what kind of information do countries need. 

The Marine Strategy is a major new policy initiative and will be discussed in terms of the EEA/ETC’s contributions as will the progress in supporting the implementation of the Water Framework Directive and with streamlining of reporting.

Four countries are being invited to present either on emission data flows, or on biological indicators, assessment and data flows in their countries. 

A representative of the DG Environment is invited to present the Commissions efforts to streamline reporting and a representative of UNEP/MAP is invited to present the streamlining of reporting between MEDPOL and EEA. 

The EEA will cover, through the ETC/WTR budget, travel expenses and accommodation for one representative from 35 European countries involved in EEA programmes with no coastline, and two representatives from those countries that do have a coastline. The workshop starts at 09.30 on 22 May and ends at 13.00 on 23 May. Therefore, it is expected that most representatives will arrive on 21 May and depart on 23 May. 

Further details are given in the attached Joining Instructions and provisional Agenda.

Participants should be nominated by 28 April 2003 to:

Mrs Teresa Francis, Administrator of the ETC Water:

Email: francis_t@wrcplc.co.uk
Fax:+44 1793 865 501

Tel: +44 1793 865 067

For any information on organisational or technical aspects, please contact Dr Tim Lack, ETC Water at:

Email: lack@wrcplc.co.uk

Tel: +44 1793 865 135

Yours sincerely

	(signed)
	

	Anita Künitzer
	

	(EEA Project Manager Marine and Coastal Environment)
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