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	27 June 2013


To: EEA Eionet PCPs and NRCs ‘Rivers and Lakes’;‘Groundwater’; ‘Water Quantity and Use’; ‘Water Emissions’, JRC, DG ENV, Eurostat

Cc: EEA NFPs, ETC-Inland, Coastal and Marine waters, CIS WFD WG D
Invitation to the 2013 Freshwater Eionet Workshop 

Dear Colleagues,
We are pleased to invite you to the 2013 Freshwater Eionet Workshop which will take place on the 19th and 20th September 2013 at the:

European Environment Agency
Conference Room, Kongens Nytorv 6, 1050 Copenhagen, K, Denmark

10:30 on 19th to 16:00 on 20th  
Objectives of the Workshop
This year’s EIONET freshwater workshop will concentrate again on the very core business of the data and information flows between EEA and Member States.
Over the years a complex system of reporting streams developed and there is the need to undergo a more in-depth analysis of the strength and weaknesses of the information exchange as it is structured at the moment.
The wider objective of this discussion is to let the results be guidance for the further improvement and update of WISE towards its full development of an Information System of the second generation (WISE 2.0). Next to the improvement of access and dissemination this should entail a better application of the SEIS principles with a simplified reporting and a better transparency for Member States, European Commission and all users.

The Workshop will not go through the single thematic data flows, but rather address the issues at more aggregated level horizontally across all data streams (e.g. SoE, rivers and lakes, nutrients, quantity, emissions, biology, water directives etc.). We are aware that this requires a very good preparation of the issue and that however, single examples in each of the areas from specific data flows will need to exemplify the topics (e.g. how is data quality handled for established SoE data like rivers &lakes nutrients versus new SoE reporting streams of WFD reporting). The different topics will be introduced by presentations of recent developments including those examples, but the main focus will be on discussions in break-out sessions.

In order to ensure the optimal preparation we will therefore provide you in the first half of July with background documents, which should underpin the issues with more specific cases from the existing data exchanges. This should then be taken as a basis for preparatory discussions with national colleagues and experts to help the one representative per country to participate in a fruitful discussion. The members of the working group D on reporting under the Common Implementation Strategy for the Water Framework Directive will also be informed about this meeting to facilitate the coordination between Eionet and the WFD community where necessary. 
A draft agenda for the meeting is attached to this letter.

Practical information and request for on-line registration

We kindly request you to proceed to your on-line registration through the following link:

http://forum.eionet.europa.eu/nrc-eionet-freshwater/library/copenhagen-eionet-workshop-september-2013/eionet-freshwater-workshop-2013
EEA has the possibility to reimburse the travel costs for a limited number of representatives from member countries (based on the nomination by NFPs of one participant per country).More information will follow once received the on-line registration regarding the reimbursement documents and the form for booking the flight tickets and hotel.
More background material will be provided as well, containing information on recent developments related to data and indicators but also a questionnaire to prepare the topics for discussion as targeted as possible. These can also be used as guidance for the preparatory discussions with the national experts.

If you have any questions regarding the preparation of this meeting, please do not hesitate to contact Head of Group, Beate Werner (Tel. +45 33 36 715580, e-mail: beate.werner@eea.europa.eu), or Wouter Vanneuville (Tel. +45 33 36 71 81, e-mail: wouter.vanneuville@eea.europa.eu)  
Looking forward to seeing you all in Copenhagen,
Kind regards, 
Beate Werner
Head of Water Group
Natural Systems and Vulnerability Programme
