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· EEA Eionet NRC-water quantity
· WG-D reporting

CC:

· EEA NFPs

· Core group water Scarcity and Drought Network

Subject: 
Invitation to the Thematic Eionet Workshop 'Water Quantity and Use'
Dear Colleagues,

We are pleased to invite you to the Thematic Eionet Workshop 'Water Quantity and Use' organised as a joint meeting between the EEA Eionet (NRCs water quantity) and the SOE reporting activity under the WG D Reporting which will take place 10-11 June at:
European Environment Agency
Conference room, Kongens Nytorv 6, 1050 Copenhagen K, Denmark

10 June, 10.00 to 11 June, 16.00
Regarding the organisation as a Thematic Workshop of the SOE-activity under the WG D Reporting activity this meeting has a particular focus on water quantity and we kindly ask WG-D members to nominate an expert in their network and forward this invitation. 

The main objectives for meeting will be:

· Discussion of the needs and feasibility of quantity-related data flows, their validity and respective indicators for their assessment to support national and EU processes including the activities on water scarcity and drought. 
· Presentation of the results from test data exchange on water quantity.
· Overview of how the information can be used to provide better European overview of water abstraction.
A draft agenda for the meeting is attached. Further meeting documents will be available at the Eionet-water directory (http://eea.eionet.europa.eu/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/copenhagen_freshwater_1&vm=detailed&sb=Title) by 27 May at the latest.
Further information on the test data exchange on water quantity information can be found at the Eionet Water directory http://eea.eionet.europa.eu/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/copenhagen_freshwater_1&vm=detailed&sb=Title. The data request was sent out to EEA–NRCs on water quantity on 28 March. The test reporting will run from end March until 15 May 2008. During May, EEA and ETC/Water will analyse the reported data and information. We hope that many countries will fill in the test data reporting template with readily available information providing a good basis for the discussions at the meeting in June
Participation and coordination of national experts:

One purpose of the workshop is to join networks and discuss activities across different processes. In each country, several organisations, such as meteorological and hydrological services, ministries of the environment and their agencies, statistical offices and river basin authorities, are involved in activities on water balances, river runoff, water scarcity and drought management and collect water abstraction and use data. 

Therefore, we hope not only for participation in the context of the EEA Eionet and the SOE activities under the WFD Working Group D on reporting, but also from members from the Water Scarcity and Drought network and relevant experts from the statistical networks.  
We would like to encourage a national coordination between these activities and recommend aligning with the statistical offices being responsible for the EUROSTAT Joint Questionnaire, as these data will be subject to discussion as well. For your convenience contact lists of the relevant networks are attached and available via the following links:

· Eionet PCPs and NRCs Water Quantity and Use
· Eurostat list of water statisticians 
Regarding the reimbursement we unfortunately can reimburse only one
 person per EEA member state participating as Eionet NRC-water quantity.  
Practicalities of reimbursement

1. Water quantity experts appointed by WG-D on reporting and Core group on Water Scarcity and Drought
Participation of water quantity experts appointed by WFD-CIS WG-D on Reporting and members of the core group on Water Scarcity and Drought is very much appreciated, but unfortunately, the EEA cannot reimburse any travel expenses for the participation of members of WFD-CIS activities or the WS&D Core group. They are kindly asked to register with attached registration form via e-mail to Anna Fyrlund Jönsson (anna.jonsson@eea.europa.eu)
2. Eionet-NRCs on water quantity and use
In keeping with normal practice, the EEA will reimburse one participant of the Eionet-water network (NRC on water quantity and use) per EEA member country and West Balkan country and the NFPs are kindly invited to ask their nominated representative to register by sending the attached registration form via e-mail to Anna Fyrlund Jönsson (anna.jonsson@eea.europa.eu). For the reimbursement of travel expenses and the procedure how to order flight tickets, more information will follow after the deadline for registration which is 10 May. 
3. West Balkan countries of Eionet-water 
Separate travel and subsistence arrangements have been made for the countries of the West Balkans under the CARDS programme (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, and Serbia). The NRCs from those countries should also register to anna.jonsson@eea.europa.eu. Separate registration, ticket order and reimbursement forms will be sent out with a separate e-mail invitation from Stoyan Blagoev stoyan.blagoev@eea.europa.eu within the next few days.
If you have any questions regarding the preparation of this meeting, please do not hesitate to contact Head of Group, Beate Werner (Tel. +45 33 36 7155), e-mail: beate.werner@eea.europa.eu, or Peter Kristensen Peter.Kristensen@eea.europa.eu,, or for organisational matters Anna Fyrlund Jönsson (Tel. +45 33 36 7266), e-mail: Anna.Jonsson@eea.europa.eu
All participants are required to register in advance. Deadline for registration is no later than 10 May 2008.
We look forward to seeing you in Copenhagen,
Jeff Huntington


Head of Programme
Environmental Assessment

�  With the exception of Turkey given specific EEA agreement to support EIONET capacity building.






