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	1st July 2010


To: EEA Eionet PCPs and NRCs ‘Rivers and Lakes’;‘Groundwater’; ‘Water Quantity and Use’
EIONET PCPs and NRCs for Rivers and Lakes
EIONET PCPs and NRCs for Groundwater
EIONET PCPs and NRCs for Water Quantity
JRC, DG ENV, Eurostat
Cc: EEA NFPs, ETC-Water
Invitation to the 2010 Freshwater Eionet Workshop 

Dear Colleagues,
We are pleased to invite you to the 2010 Freshwater Eionet Workshop which will take place on the 27th and 28th September at the:

European Environment Agency
Conference Room, Kongens Nytorv 6, 1050 Copenhagen, K, Denmark

10:30 on 27th to 15:15 on 28th
Objectives of the Workshop
Comprehensive assessment of Europe’s freshwater environment requires an integrated and holistic approach. With this in mind, the EEA has reviewed the recent SOER process, the data flows feeding it and member country interaction via Part C. The findings of this review, and the general strategic developments that could arise, will be explored during the first session of the workshop. Member Country feedback on this issue would be of value.
Initiatives exist to establish water accounts within Europe, including the pan-European river basin scale approach of the EEA. Numerous potential applications exist, including incorporation into the EEA’s ecosystem capital accounts. These are being implemented to measure ecosystem degradation, relating this to the capacity to deliver ecosystem services in a sustainable way. The workshop will describe recent and ongoing EEA water and ecosystem accounting developments. 
Beyond ecosystem accounts, a range of other potential initiatives exist with respect to EEA freshwater assessments. These include the improvement of existing indicators and the establishment of new ones to capture, for example, water economics information and the efficiency of resource use. Such developments will raise implications for the type of data to be reported and the means by which information will be portrayed in the future. As a consequence, the third session of the workshop will examine the strategic development of EEA freshwater assessments in more detail, aiming in the process to capture member country ideas and feedback. To this end, member country presentations are strongly encouraged and could address, for example, innovative national assessment tools or indicators that have the potential to be applied Europe-wide.
Please note that we would welcome your feedback with respect to the draft agenda and proposals for member country presentations, by Monday 16th August.
Practicalities of reimbursement
1.) Eionet NRC’s for ‘Rivers and Lakes’ and ‘Groundwater’ and ‘Water Quantity and Use’
In keeping with normal practice, the EEA will reimburse one participant of the Eionet-water network (NRC’s on ‘Rivers and Lakes’ and ‘Groundwater’ and ‘Water Quantity’) per EEA member country
 and West Balkan attendees (see point 2. below). The NFPs are kindly invited to ask their nominated representative to register by sending the attached registration form via e-mail to Beate Werner, with a copy to Robert Collins (see email addresses below). More information will follow, after the deadline for registration on the 3rd September, regarding the reimbursement of travel expenses and the procedure for booking flight tickets.
2.) West Balkan Attendees
Separate travel and subsistence arrangements have been made for colleagues from West Balkan under the IPA programme (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia, as well as Kosovo under the UNSCR 1244/99). Separate registration, ticket order and reimbursement forms will be sent out via a separate e-mail to colleagues from the West Balkan. 
3.) Other (non-Eionet) Attendees
Whilst attendance at the workshop by invited experts from any of the other (non-Eionet) groups is very much appreciated, the EEA will not, unfortunately, be able to reimburse any travel funds.
If you have any questions regarding the preparation of this meeting, please do not hesitate to contact Head of Group, Beate Werner (Tel. +45 33 36 715580), e-mail: beate.werner@eea.europa.eu, or Robert Collins, Robert.PeterCollins@eea.europa.eu for organisational matters. 

All participants are required to register in advance. Deadline for registration is no later than 3rd September. Please register by email to Beate Werner (beate.werner@eea.europa.eu) with copy to Robert Collins (robert.petercollins@eea.europa.eu)
We look forward to seeing you in Copenhagen,

Beate Werner


Head of Water Group
Natural Systems and Vulnerability Programme
�  With the exception of Turkey given specific EEA agreement to support EIONET capacity building.








