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	To: Freshwater contacts who provided data for the test reporting of biological data for rivers and lakes in 2009
Cc: EIONET PCPs and NRCs for Rivers and Lakes 

Cc: Eionet National Focal Points   

Cc: DG ENV (WFD), JRC, ECOSTAT   


	
5 July, 2010

ALS/pkr


Feedback from EEA-ETC-Water on Biological data for rivers and lakes delivered in the first test reporting in 2009.
Dear Colleague,
At the ECOSTAT meeting in April 2009, a first test data reporting excercise for biological quality elements in rivers and lakes was agreed.  The data request was sent in June 2009 both to members of the EIONET and to experts that have indicated they are willing to participate in the test reporting. 
The aim of the biological data reporting is to allow assessments of ecological impacts in the EEA SoE-reports, and to streamline the reporting process for such data under WISE-SoE reporting and the requirements of the WFD. 

The data for the following biological elements were requested: 

· Macroinvertebrates in rivers (national EQRs)

· Phytoplankton in lakes (national EQRs and other optional parameters)

· Macrophytes in lakes (national EQRs and other optional parameters)
During August and September 2009 the ETC-Water received biological data from 8300 lake and river stations in 16 countries. The data were used by the ETC-Water for a preliminary assessment of ecological status for the different biological quality elements to illustrate how the data can be used in future assessments of the State-of Environment in Europe. Neither the data nor the preliminary assessments will be published, but are used as a basis to improve and expand the data flow in 2010 to include more biological quality elements (phytobenthos in rivers in addition to those requested in 2009) and more countries (e.g. Germany, Italy, Poland). The ultimate aim is to establish a regular priority data flow for biological data from 2011 onwards. The data provided by the countries in 2009 and the preliminary assessments were presented at the Ecostat workshop at  2nd  October 2009 and at the Freshwater Eionet workshop at 21st-22nd October 2009, and is attached as a separate file to this letter.
Several problems related to data content, data consistency, compliance with intercalibrated class boundaries and station representativity were raised by ETC-Water during these workshops. These problems need to be solved to allow confident assessments to be made in the future. Several countries who had provided data for this first test data exercise requested feedback on their data deliveries, and it was agreed that the ETC-Water would provide such feedback. This feedback should be used by the countries to prepare for the second test data exercise in 2010, which was agreed at the Eionet workshop last year and also with the Ecostat group in April 2010. 
The feedback provided by ETC-Water to the first biological test data for rivers and lakes delivered in 2009 is attached to this letter as an excel file with four sheets: 

1. data content, 

2. data consistency, 

3. compliance with intercalibration 

4. station representativity
The feedback given to each country is shown together with the feedback given to all the other countries for lake data (marked as LK in columns D-S) and for river data (marked as RV in columns T-AL). Showing all feedback given to all countries who provided data in this first test data exercise in this one big file is done to provide transparency and to stimulate synergies between countries. 
In each of these sheets the feedback is given as “yes” or “no” answers to a series of questions. You will also find additional comments for some of the questions and for some of the countries, as well as “N/A” when the data delivered cannot be used to answer the questions. The answers given in sheet on Compliance with intercalibration are elaborated in dialogue with JRC-EEWAI who are responsible for the intercalibration process (WFD-CIS-Ecostat).

In each of the four sheets in the attached excel file, there are some questions that the countries are kindly requested to consider and reply to by writing text into the yellow boxes provided for each question at the bottom of each sheet, if possible before the 15th September. 
The intention with these questions and the replies to be given by the countries in the yellow boxes is that they could be helpful for the countries to improve the data deliveries for the 2nd test data exercise, which is planned for autumn 2010. The replies will also be used by ETC-Water to prepare the data analyses for this 2nd test data flow. The data request will be sent out from EEA in a separate letter later in July together with the annual data request for chemical data and other data with a common deadline for reporting by 31st October 2010.
Feedback to the biological data delivered for macroinvertebrates in coastal waters in 2009 has been given in separate communications (for further information, see helpdesk below). 

Helpdesk service and support
· In case of need for clarification of the answers provided by the ETC-Water (blue boxes in the upper rows in each sheet) in the sheets on data content, data consistency and station representativity, please contact Jannicke Moe (jannicke.moe@niva.no) 

· In case of need for clarification of the answers provided by the ETC-Water (blue boxes in the upper rows in each sheet) in the sheets on compliance with intercalibration, please contact  Anne Lyche Solheim (anne.lyche@niva.no).
· Further inquires concerning coastal water data, please contact: Monika Peterlin (monika.peterlin@izvrs.si) 
We hope you and your organisation will find it valuable to support this data flow and in this way contribute to improving EEA's State of the Environment assessments. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and look forward to your replies and participation in the 2nd test data flow in 2010. 

Yours sincerely,



Anne Lyche Solheim
Task leader for Freshwater Biological data flow, EEA- ETC- Water

Attached files:

1. Excel file with feedback and questions on freshwater biological data
2. Presentation given at Eionet workshop 21st-22nd October 2009
