Integrated environmental assessment for the water environment

= Discussion meeting =

3 September 2002, European Environment Agency, Copenhagen

Objectives (see also page 2):

1. To discuss the ETC Water Scoping study (first draft; copy attached)

2. To have an exchange of information and ideas on developing integrated assessment methodologies for the water environment (water stress, eutrophication, organic pollution, hazardous substances), also against the background of experiences in the area of air pollution and climate change

3. To explore links of air and water issues related to eutrophication and agriculture

4. To formulate recommendations for ETC Water for continuing of the work

AGENDA 






Chair: Hans Vos

MORNING






9.00-13.00 hr




1. Introduction of the meeting




Gordon McInnes (EEA)

2. Introduction of the ETC WTR Scoping study 

Steve Nixon (WRc)
Four short introductions, followed by a short discussion/information round:

3a. Hazardous substances




Steve Nixon (WRc)
3b. Water stress





Conchita Marcuello(CEDEX)
3c. Organic pollution





Benoit Fribourg-Blanc (OIE)
3d. Eutrophication





Peter Kristensen (EEA)

4. IEA in air pollution and climate change


Hans Eerens (ETC ACC)

AFTERNOON





14.00-17.00 hr

5. Prospective analysis & IEA for the water environment:
Frans van de Ven (RIZA)
Lessons learned in the Netherlands

6. Some experiences with data and models in 

Ton Bresser (RIVM)
international (water) assessments   



7.
IEA and WFD: the EU perspective


Pierre Strosser

8. 
Agriculture as link between water and air


Martin Adams (AEAT)
9. 
General discussion: the way forward


All

10.Formulation of recommendations



Anita Künitzer (EEA)

Objectives of the discussion meeting on IEA for the water environment
EEA and partners are gradually developing integrated environmental assessments (IEA) for reporting purposes. 

At the EEA Integrated Environmental Assessment is defined as:

“The interdisciplinary process of identification, analysis and appraisal of all relevant natural and human processes and their interactions which determine both the current and future state of the environmental quality, and resources on appropriate spatial and temporal scales, thus facilitating the framing and implementation of policies and strategies”
.

The main purpose of IEA is allowing EEA to assess and report on past, current and future pressures, states and impacts, linked to driving forces. The rationale for assessments is the implementation and effectiveness of EU water polices and measures at large as well as the reporting on specific Directives (e.g. WFD). IEA can be understood as a process where EEA, ETCs and stakeholders build and implement an infrastructure of related environmental models (fit for making use of available EEA data). Although a major application of IEA is in the next 5-yearly State of the Environment and Outlook report, planned for 2004/5, the overall objective is to establish an infrastructure for the longer term.

The focus in this meeting will be on the water environment. The European Topic Centre for Water (ETC WTR) is developing a scoping study for IEA. This study (document attached) will be the basic information for the meeting.

The scoping study is organised around four main issues: eutrophication, organic pollution, water stress, and hazardous substances. In principle it includes all water domains (ground water, surface water, marine environment). It might be necessary to establish a priority among issues and domains since existing IEA methodologies are not equally advanced for all areas.

As to geographic dimensions, the IEA framework should in principle cover the area of its member countries, or even the Pan-European space. Relevant scales are an issue, with 

The first objective of the meeting will be to discuss the current draft of the scoping study. The discussion will be introduced by five short presentations of the study as a whole and of the four issues. The results of the discussion are to give ETC WTR guidance for finalising the scoping study.

The second objective is an exchange of information and ideas on developing integrated assessment methodologies for the water environment for EEA’s purposes, also against the background of other experiences in this area on the national and EU level. As IEA in the field of air quality and climate change is relatively advanced, experiences are of particular importance. The ETC for Air and Climate Change will participate to present the developed IEA for that area and discuss relevant experiences. There will also be presentations covering the national level (experiences from the Netherlands) and the EU level.

The third objective is related to the second and regards the necessity in IEA to observe links between the several elements of the so-called DPSIR framework (Driving forces-Pressure-State-Impact-Response), as well as across these components. Since the agricultural sector is an important driving force, through the emissions of nitrogen, behind pressures both in air and water, an attempt should be made to explore this link with the aim to arrive at similar definitions of the agricultural sector in IEAs for water and for air. A presentation will facilitate this part of the discussion.

Finally, we aim to formulate recommendations for ETC Water for continuing of the work. Apart from finalising the scoping study, we hope to get more insight in the way forward in terms of specific applications to gain from, of new methodologies to develop, existing methodologies to use or adapt, and in particular in terms of feasible targets.

Hans Vos 03.09.2002

� Following RIVM,1995. A General Strategy for Integrated Environmental Assessment at the European Environment Agency, Bilthoven, The Netherlands








