
Draft paper on calculating emissions from UWWTPs

Objective: help MS to improve quantification of priority substance 

emissions from UWWTPs

Result: average UWWTP effluent concentrations for selected substances

− Background: literature check 

− Approach: monitored effluent concentrations (median) of

single studies were used to derive an average median 

concentration
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Recommended predefinitions to derive average concentrations:

− Using median concentration values (2 values at least),

− Using studies not older than 2010

− Using ½ LOQ if median concentration is < LOQ
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Challenge: dealing with results of different studies regarding sampling

strategies, analytical methods (LoD/LoQ), number of UWWTPs 

monitored….

Limits: 

− Only a first approximation of real emissions

− Should only be used if no further information (monitoring data) are

available
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Main comments (1 MS and Eurometaux): 

− Literature requirements

− Remarks on missing information:

o Dissolved/total concentrations

o LoD/LoQ values

o Natural background (for metals)

o …

Are you content with the way we address your 

comments?

Do you have any further remarks on the paper?
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Standing issues (for some studies):

− Missing information:

o Dissolved or total concentration

o Information about LoD/LoQ

o Median values

− …

More information such as monitoring 

data/emission factors is very welcome!
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Remaining Questions:

− How do you feel about the paper - do you think the paper is ready to go 

to the WG Chemicals?

− What should be done to improve the paper? Would you be able to help?

Thank you!

09.09.2020 Web-meeting of WG Chemicals Subgroup on the emissions inventory 8


