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1. 

Purpose of the Workshop

The European Environment Agency’s (EEA) Mission is to deliver timely, targeted, relevant and reliable information to policy-makers and the public, in support of sustainable development and implementation of sound environmental policies in the European Union and other EEA member countries.

The main sources of data and information are from the member countries themselves and from international organisations. The EEA has developed a network (the EIONET) to facilitate the flow of data from the sources to the EEA and in the reverse direction in the form of added-value information products.

The European Environment Agency (EEA) and its European Topic Centre for Water (ETC/WTR) are working with the member countries, the European Commission and other international organisations, such as the Marine Conventions, to increase the capacity of the EIONET by streamlining data and information gathering and reporting procedures at the European level.

The need to improve harmonisation, management and flow of data/information among the Black Sea countries, Black Sea Commission (BSC) and the EEA is essential for the Region which has been considered an area of increasing geo-political importance in the enlarging European Union.  The improvement of the efficiency of existing regional environmental structures and assistance to individual countries of the Region have also been highlighted by the European Union as priority actions to improve sustainability. 

The environmental degradation of the Danube and Black Sea Region requires urgent attention and has to be tackled through a joint effort, conducted at regional level.  Only in this way will it be possible to promote and then secure the sustainable development of the Region. 

The EEA in co-operation with the Black Sea Permanent Secretariat would like to streamline the data flow from and to the Black Sea region and organised an international Workshop on Marine Data Flow and Assessment in the Black Sea Countries as a first step in the process.

The Workshop was held at the Black Sea Permanent Secretariat premises in Istanbul: Dolmabahce Sarayi II, Harekat Kosku, 80680 Besiktas Istanbul Turkey

tel. 90 212 327 3580/ 81/ 82/ 83

fax:  90 212 227 9983

The workshop was attended by representatives from Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, Turkey, Ukraine, the Black Sea Permanent Secretariat, the Black Sea Ecosystem Recovery Project, European Environment Agency and its European Topic Centre on Water.  Unfortunately, it was not possible for representatives of the Russian Federation to be present.  The list of participants is given in Annex 1.

2. 

Agenda



Chair: Tim Lack, ETC/WTR


25 April
9:30-9:45
Welcome and opening of the meeting
Oksana Tarasova, BSC on behalf of Plamen Dzhadzev, Executive Director, BSC


9:45-10:00
Scope of the meeting 


A. Künitzer, EEA


10:00-10:30
Break for Coffee



10:30-11:00
Presentation by EEA on its work and organisation
A Künitzer, EEA




11:00-11:30
Presentation by BS Permanent Secretariat on its work and organisation
Oksana Tarasova, BSC




11:30-12:30
Presentation and overview of the Black Sea environment and draft Black Sea Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Program including current status of national monitoring programmes
Valeriy Mikhailov, Ukrainian Scientific Centre of Sea Ecology


12:30-13:00
The Kiev report: Contribution by Black Sea countries
A Künitzer, EEA




13:00-13:30
Discussion



13:30-14:30
Break for Lunch



14:30-15:00
Presentation of essential indicators and related dataflow for EEA, Future data needs of the EEA for the Black Sea region
Tim Lack ETC/WTR


15:00-15:30
Presentation of EUROWATERNET for transitional, coastal and marine waters 
Steve Nixon, ETC/WTR




15:30-16:00
WATERBASE – Current development 
Ruth Cullingford ETC/WTR




16:00-16:30
Break for Coffee



16:30-17:15
Discussion




End of Session 1


26 April





9:30-10:00
Presentation of Black Sea Information System 
Kiril Iliev, 

Information expert of the BSC


10:00-10:30
Ways and means to implement the WFD in the Black Sea region. Comparison with the monitoring Programme of the BSC
Steve Nixon, ETC/WTR


10:30-11:00
Break for Coffee



11:00-11:30
Work programme under MoU between EEA and BSC
E. Papathanassiou, ETC/WTR 




11:30-12:00
Discussion of joint activities. Ways for the improvement of the water quality data collection
Round table discussion


12:00-13:00
Conclusions
A. Künitzer, EEA, O. Tarasova, BSC

3. 

The Presentations

All presentations are available on CIRCLE at the following URL:

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Members/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/black_workshop_2002/presentations&vm=detailed&sb=Title
3.1

Scope of the meeting - A Künitzer, EEA

Anita Künitzer explained that the meeting was a good opportunity for the national representatives to the Black Sea Commission Advisory Group on Pollution Monitoring and Assessment to meet with the EEA National Reference Centre representatives for marine waters and people from the EEA and the European Topic Centre on Water.  The meeting was intended as a first step, to inform each other what our roles are and to look for opportunities to streamline efforts at the national level to supply data to the Black Sea Commission without duplication.  Of the Black Sea countries, Bulgaria and Romania are member countries of the EEA and Turkey is soon to join.  For a complete assessment of the Black Sea it was important that Georgia, the Russian Federation and Ukraine also contributed to the data flows.  The Kiev report (described in more detail in Section 3.5) was an important opportunity for the Black Sea countries to demonstrate their capacity to collaborate and produce data. 

Questions and Discussion

EEA and BSC agreed to exchange reports.

Discussion on how the harmonisation of reporting could be achieved.  Black Sea data will be reported by the countries annually each spring to the BSC and will represent year minus 1 data.  The test of this process will start in August 2002.  A draft of the Black Sea annual assessment Report was scheduled for June 2002 and this could be a useful source of data for the EEA’s Kiev report.  EEA would also ask the NFPs for RO, BG and TR for individual country data and under the EEA agreement this would come directly to the EEA.  However these countries are also Black Sea signatories and are obliged to report to the BSC.  How can this duplication be avoided?  EEA is working with the Marine Conventions to streamline the process but it varies from convention to convention.  Sometimes additional data directly from the countries is needed to get the longest time trends. 

3.2

Presentation by EEA on its work and organisation - A Künitzer, EEA
This presentation began with the Mission of the EEA, it’s member countries united through EIONET, organised through Interest Groups on a network of servers co-ordinated by EEA.  The EEA Executive Director has 5 Programme Managers to manage the work flows and there are horizontal Topic Teams which cross the programme areas.  The Water Topic Team interfaces with the Water Topic Centre through an agreed work plan.  The EEA is enlarging it’s membership and the Danube and Black Sea have been identified as top priorities by several new member countries and work is to be included in the EEA Annual Work Plan 2003.  Memoranda of Understanding have been agreed with OSPAR and HELCOM.  MoUs for MAP, ICES and BSC are under negotiation.  (No MoU with AMAP is planned).  The EEA reporting structure is concentrated on annual indicator-based reports and less frequent State of Environment reports for ministerial meetings (next one in Kiev in 2003).  A State and Outlook report is planned for 2004/5.  All EEA work is in support of European policies, especially the Water Framework Directive.  The target is to streamline the chaotic data flows to allow the efficient production of policy-relevant indicators. EUROWATERNET has been designed to produce the data flows for water and data is stored in WATERBASE (although coastal and marine data is currently held in MARINEBASE).  The overall framework for organising indicators is the DPSIR.

3.3
Presentation by BS Permanent Secretariat on its work and organisation – Oksana Tarasova, BSC
The main policy drivers for the Black Sea Commission are: the Convention on the protection of the Black Sea against pollution (1992); 1993 Ministerial declaration on the protection of the Black Sea against pollution (Odessa) and the Strategic Action Plan for rehabilitation and protection of the Black Sea (1996).  The BSC consists of six representatives of the Black Sea coastal states of high decision making level, a Permanent Secretariat, six Advisory Groups (Pollution Monitoring and Assessment being the one concerned with this workshop), Regional Activity Centres and National Focal Points.  The BSC draws technical support from UNDP/GEF, EU, (Tacis, Phare etc.).  Ten policy measures have been agreed for pollution reduction, three for living resources management and four for sustainable human development.

3.4
Presentation and overview of the Black Sea environment and draft Black Sea Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Program including current status of national monitoring programmes - Valeriy Mikhailov, Ukrainian Scientific Centre of the Sea

The ecological condition of the Black Sea is regarded as critical.  It is influenced by the activities of 162 million people in sixteen countries.  The main inputs of pollution are the river discharges from the Danube, Dnieper, Dniestr, Don and others.  The main sources are human sewage, agriculture, industry, military activities and the marine extraction of petroleum.  55 million tonnes of oil are transported through the Black Sea and oil pollution is getting worse each year.  In addition there are 8,500 unexploded mines and 5000 sunken ships in the Black Sea.  Atmospheric deposition is also a significant source.  The major pollutants are: petroleum, polyaromatic hydrocarbons, phenols, organic matter, heavy metals, chlor-organic pesticides, polychlorbiphenyls, synthetic surfactants and plant nutrients.  The most impacted areas are the north western slopes and basin offshore of Ukraine and the Azov Sea.  The regional monitoring network has recently been reviewed and there are seven areas within the Black Sea integrated monitoring and assessment programme covering the territorial waters of the Black Sea coastal states and the open sea.  

3.5

The Kiev report: Contribution by Black Sea countries- A Künitzer, EEA
This is to be an indicator-based assessment of Europe’s environment.  It will be pan-European (i.e. including the NIS and central Asian republics) and will be presented at the ministerial meeting in Kiev 2003.  There are three main sections: socio-economic developments, environmental issues, and environmental management.  Of the nine environmental issues, one is concerned with inland and marine waters.  To gather data, a questionnaire has been sent to all the Black Sea countries (translated into Russian for the NIS).  The deadline for data collection is 1 August 2002.  The water chapter will be written during July to September and will then be sent for review in October to mid-November. It is essential that maps and indicators for this report cover the Black Sea area and do not leave an empty gap for this region. Therefore data are needed from BS countries as well as from the BSC.

3.6
Presentation of essential indicators and related dataflow for EEA, Future data needs of the EEA for the Black Sea region - Tim Lack, ETC/WTR

ETC Water is developing a core set of indicators for all types of water body which will be used to produce an indicator-based report on Europe’s water.  The production of indicators is top down, i.e. policy questions have been identified and data is being collected to produce indicators which attempt to answer those questions.  Data is collected from EUROWATERNET and from other international sources.  At present around fifty to sixty indicators are possible and a further twenty to thirty will be developed over the next five years or so.  These cover the DPSIR framework and the major sectors such as: agriculture, industry, domestic, energy, transport and so on.  The indicators are hierarchical and will have defined sub-sets for use in different levels of reports.  The BSC will be asked to comment on the total core set of indicators to be produced by EEA.

Questions and Discussion

What is meant by hazardous substances and what is the definitive list?  It was a complicated matter but in this presentation and generally the ETC water used the Priority List of Hazardous Substances which had been agreed by the European Commission and Member States for the water Framework Directive.  Steve Nixon commented that there are a number of lists and his advice would be to use the WFD Priority List as a baseline but modify it according to the specific circumstances of the Black Sea region. Anita Künitzer explained that DG ENV has recommended to EEA to add to the WFD list additional priority substances from Marine Conventions lists for the indicator development.

3.7
Presentation of EUROWATERNET for transitional, coastal and marine waters – Steve Nixon,  ETC/WTR

EUROWATERNET (EWN) is the process by which the EEA obtains information on water resources it needs to develop the indicators aimed at answering the policy questions raised by its customers.  It is a process from national monitoring to European reporting.  It is flexible and implemented in a step-by-step way.  It is based on national monitoring systems and provides comparable and representative information on all water body types in Europe including catchment and station characteristics and catchment pressures.  For transitional, coastal and marine waters it distinguishes between types of water body, their physical characteristics, data on determinands in water, sediments and biota, and pressure information for each water body/station.  Habitats are classified according tot he EUNIS system developed by the EEA.  There are three types of station: Reference stations are those minimally impacted by adjacent waters, Representative stations are those that reflect the general quality of the water body with respect to the pressures on it and Impact stations are those located within the mixing zones of discharges.  Physical characteristics of all stations should be consistent with the Water Framework Directive and EUNIS typologies/classification.  The determinands selected are: physico-chemical, oxygen, TOC, chlorophyll a, contaminants in sediments and biota, and priority substances in the Water Framework directive list.  Data should be disaggregated for stations and aggregated for areas or zones and updated annually.

Questions and Discussion

There was a question on how many stations were required for EUROWATERNET for transitional, coastal and marine waters?

For rivers and lakes EEA has asked countries to provide a number of monitoring stations in proportion to their land surface area.  This gives an initial common goal for the EUROWATERNET-Basic network.  The situation is different for transitional, coastal and marine waters because of the physical differences between inland and marine waters, and because many countries undertake less monitoring in marine waters compared to inland waters.  EEA is thus asking countries to provide data from all the stations that they have available with an indication of what type the stations are and what they are monitoring for – e.g. eutrophication or hazardous substances.  EEA realises that the available stations may not give a completely representative overview of those waters in a particular country, but this is seen as a common staring point from which EUROWATERNET can be progressively developed over time with countries.

3.8
WATERBASE, current status and developments – Ruth Cullingford, ETC/WTR
WATERBASE is a series of working databases on different software and hardware platforms storing data on rivers, lakes, groundwater and water quantity. WATERBASE–Rivers is used as an example in this presentation.  It has been developed in Access 97 but will migrate to MySQL in the future.  It consists of tables of stations, pressures, chemicals and determinands.  Each station is given a unique WATERBASE ID which is the link between the tables.  Updating is annually using EUROWATERNET.  The raw data are validated, processed and standardised then uploaded into WATERBASE.  This is one of the main data flows by which indicators are developed and updated and the indicators are used for a variety of information products. Future developments are to convert the working WATERBASE s into a common format (MySQL) and data exchange will use XML.  This will be termed the Reference WATERBASE and will be web based.  There will be enhanced visualisation using graphics and mapping tools.  A metadata registry will be compiled.  At present, marine and coastal water data are held in MARINEBASE which has also been developed in Access 97.  Each station is given a Record Tag which is the link between the tables and is equivalent to the WATERBASE ID.   Marine data is mostly supplied by the Marine conventions but also from individual countries sent a questionnaire requesting missing data.  In the future MARINEBASE will be merged with the Reference WATERBASE.  In the meantime, both MARINEBASE and WATERBASE-Rivers and Lakes will be available on request from the contributory countries.

3.9

Presentation of Black Sea Information System – Kiril Iliev, BSC
The Black Sea Information System is at the conceptual design stage and many decisions will need to be taken before the system becomes operational.  Strategy and policy questions to be resolved include: what is the purpose of the system, what is the value added, and how is it to be supported financially?  Information flows in terms of inputs/outputs and responsibility for management and co-ordination need to be agreed.  The system design could be based on GIS, database or internet technologies.  The work organisation could be the cyclical approach or the horizontal approach.  Each has merits and disadvantages.  Data inputs could be via the Regional Activity Centres. 

Questions and Discussion

Who are the users of the information system?  It is aimed at scientists, NGOs and the public.  Representatives of Turkey asked what software/hardware platforms are used by the EEA information system.  Anita Künitzer agreed to find out and send the information to Oksana Tarasova for broader distribution.  An opportunity was taken to find out the status of information systems in the Black Sea countries:

Bulgaria is in a state of transition.  They are changing their database and moving to Oracle which will be a centralised database.  Some use of GIS is planned.  There will be two or three projects on freshwater which will be reported in 2003.

Georgia has no central database.

Romania: Apele Romane (State water company) has all the regional freshwater data which could be centralised.  Marine data is held at the laboratory in Constanta.

Turkey has a new Information System department in the Ministry of the Environment in Ankara.  A national environmental database is planned and projects are underway.

Ukraine: the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources is responsible but does not have a complete database.  A unit has been formed to develop a rivers and lakes database.  GIS Arcview will be used.

3.10
Ways and means to implement the WFD in the Black Sea region – Steve Nixon, ETC/WTR

The WFD covers rivers, lakes, groundwater, transitional and coastal waters for ecological and chemical status.  Territorial waters are included for chemical status.  There is a difference in spatial scope between the WFD and Marine Conventions because the WFD does not directly include marine waters but it should contribute to achieving the objectives of relevant international agreements to prevent and eliminate pollution of the marine environment.  Monitoring for the WFD is to provide a coherent and comprehensive overview of the ecological and chemical status in each river basin, (coastal waters are to be assigned to river basins), and to permit classification of the water body into five classes.  Surveillance monitoring of transitional and coastal waters must include biological, hydromorphological and physico-chemical quality elements and examples of these are given in the presentation.  Operational monitoring must include parameters of the biological quality elements most sensitive to the identified pressures on the water body.  Also included are the Priority Substances and other pollutants and parameters indicative of the hydromorphological quality elements most sensitive to the identified pressures.  There is a Common Implementation Strategy for the WFD which aims at agreeing common positions on the Directive and issuing Guidance Notes on how it is to be implemented.  These notes will be tested in pilot river basins in 2003.  A number of questions were posed relevant to WFD implementation in the Black Sea: have the water bodies of the Black Sea been identified and characterised?  What are the Reference Conditions?  Have the significant pressures been identified along with those water bodies most at risk?  Are there enough monitoring stations?  Are all the quality elements monitored with the required frequency?

Questions and discussion

O Tarasova commented that the BSC had a similar timeframe to the WFD – pilots in 2003 and implementation in 2006 – but it will be difficult to meet the requirements in terms of monitoring frequency.  The financial status of some countries only allows for minimum monitoring.  All countries of the Black Sea will follow the WFD.  Further consultations will be held with the Russian Federation due to absence of its representatives.  Environmental Quality Objectives are currently being discussed.  A representative of Turkey asked if there were gaps between what Member States can do and must do for the WFD?  The answer is yes, there are many gaps – most countries do not sufficiently monitor all water body types.  Not many countries monitor fish in transitional waters, for example.  A representative of Ukraine asked whether bathing waters were the only protected areas?  No there is a list in the WFD, bathing waters were given as an example.  There was a question on how water bodies are defined. They are defined in the WFD but it is still under consideration.  The typology is very similar to the EUNIS system.  O Tarasova informed that a workshop on the WFD Typology might be held by the BSC in summer/autumn 2002 with participation from DG ENV.

3.11
Work programme under MoU between EEA and BSC – Evangelos Papathanassiou -  ETC/WTR

This presentation explores opportunities for joint working between BSC countries and EEA-ETC water.  Once the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is signed by the Chair of the Commission and EEA Executive Director, a joint programme of work can be agreed and put into place.  The programme will be based on the avoidance of duplication and a free flow of mutually useful data and information.  Co-operation will be based on the BSC’s Annual Action Plan and associated work programmes, and the EEA’s Annual and MultiAnnual Work Programmes.  Co-operation will be under the umbrella of the Inter Regional Forum which is managed for the EEA by the ETC Water.  The focus will be on: promotion of new methods of monitoring; provision of data products and information; harmonisation of reporting procedures; and review and use of assessment techniques and tools.  A representative of ETC Water (and ETC Terrestrial Environment and ETC Nature Protection and Biodiversity as necessary) will be invited to attend meetings of the BSEP. A representative of the BSC will be invited to attend IRF meetings and EIONET workshops, the cost to be borne by the ETC Water.  The BSC will contribute to the pan-European assessment reports of the EEA.  Co-operation will be developed in a stepwise way on: exchange of information, co-operation on yearly indicator reports and the implementation of EUROWATERNET in the Black Sea countries, and common developments on indicators e.g. eutrophication, oil and hazardous substances.  There could be joint work on Quality Assurance and EEA could provide information on possible sources of funding.  The Kiev report could be used as a first practical example of co-operation and the BSC are invited to make data available and the EEA will share maps on eutrophication, oil and hazardous substances (IRF test case for GIS application).  Collaboration is desired on the classification of habitats and the EEA will make EUNIS available for consideration.  Joint workshops on data QA, indicators and habitat classification could be organised.  

Questions and discussion

BSC will set up an Action Plan for QA based on the completed questionnaires which have to be completed by the countries this year.  There would be a preliminary analysis from the Ukrainian Activity Centre on October/November.  It could be helpful to have a workshop on QA at the beginning of 2003 and UNDP/GEF would wish to be involved in this too. 

Discussion again on the data flows for the Kiev report.  Participants at the workshop were asked to check the status of the questionnaire in their country and report back. It was very important that the state of the Black Sea was fully reported in the Kiev report.

The MoU will be presented to the 9th Meeting of the BSC for discussion and approval on 13 June in Varna.  If approval was delayed it was agreed that some joint activities should still go ahead.  A joint work plan was to be drafted by Anita Künitzer and Oksana Tarasova for signature by Chair of the BSC and EEA Executive Director.  The text will be based on the agreements and conclusions made at this workshop.  The Work Plan would be signed after the MoU is agreed. 

4.

Discussion 

4.1 
Discussion on the joint activities

The view of the workshop participants was to welcome the opportunities for collaboration and joint activities but they felt they were not able to discuss them as they had not had time to consider the activities before the workshop.  The BSC Permanent Secretariat invited participants to consider the activities, make comments to the BSC PS who would bring together the views and transmit them to the EEA.

4.2 
General discussion end of Session1

The BSC do not use indicators per se, main emphasis is on trends of certain parameters: BOD, suspended solids, nutrients, toxic substances, discharges, loads, emissions (although land-based sources of pollutants are often not known), rare and endangered species, biodiversity, oil spills, fish stock assessment, tourism.  In effect therefore there is a close similarity with the ETC Water Core Set.  The intention is to develop a management system for the land-based sources in the whole of the Black Sea basin.  Programmes of measures will then be put in place and determinands will be selected to check whether or not the measures are working.  This will be difficult because of the different socio-economic capacities of the countries, e.g. Georgia has had very little electricity for several months, communications are a problem in Ukraine.  In Romania and Bulgaria progress has been made in eliminating direct discharges of untreated wastewater to the Black Sea.

A mechanism needs to be found for sharing information between BSC and EEA jointly to develop indicators.  It was proposed that Anita Künitzer should send the full Core Set of indicators (covering all media) to BSC so they could discuss among the countries and identify which indicators could be supplied with data from the countries and which data of interest could be supplied from EEA.  This was agreed and could be put into action as soon as the MoU was signed.

Regarding EUNIS and habitat classification, all Black Sea countries have signed-up to the International Convention on Biodiversity so there is a need to collaborate and avoid duplication.  Radu Mihnea (RO) suggested that the classification system for the Baltic could be used as a model for the Black Sea.  To support the Black Sea countries’ efforts, Anita Künitzer would send details of the EUNIS system to Oksana Tarasova who would distribute it to the countries.

Discussion turned to quality of data and what procedures the BSC will put in place for QA of data.  O Tarasova  said this was part of the BS Strategic Action Plan but would take some time to develop, probably through a Regional Activity Centre.  A questionnaire has been prepared which has been sent to all countries to determine what is the current level of QA activity.  There was discussion on possible sources of support (financial and technical) from the European Commission (Joint Research Centre or Tacis).  The QUASIMEME programme was mentioned as a source of reference materials.  Vangelis Papathanassiou agreed to send information on this to Oksana Tarasova.

5. 

Actions, Agreements and Conclusions

· There should be a mutual exchange of publications between BSC and EEA.

· For the Kiev report: the EEA is to receive by 1 August 2002 information from the BSC collected for their five-yearly ministerial report.

· For the EEA Yearly Indicator Reports (Signals): EEA to be provided with the data  being used for the BSC Annual Reports.

· Data flows: EEA countries (BG, RO and TR) could report their data directly to EEA and NIS countries could report their data to BSC and there would then be a mutual exchange between EEA and BSC.

· For the Indicator Core Set: EEA will send the full Core Set to BSC for discussion and comment.  BSC are invited to propose additional indicators if appropriate and to identify where they could contribute data to EEA and/or require data from EEA.

· Duplication of work on classification of habitats to be avoided.  EEA will make EUNIS available to BSC.  BSC will discuss EUNIS in the appropriate Advisory Group taking into account the unique characteristics of the Black Sea.

· On Quality Assurance (QA) of data: EEA will facilitate information exchange through the ETC Water and develop common activities (workshops, training etc.).

· The principles of EUROWATERNET could be followed when the reporting procedures of the BSC are being developed or revised.

· Exchange experiences on dataflow management and WATERBASE, TERRIS and Biodiversity database architectures.

· EEA will provide information on the software/hardware being used in the information system of EEA.

· The test case for GIS used for the Kiev report will be the starting point for exploring common use of GIS.

· EEA/DG ENV to provide the WFD Guidance Documents to BSC.

· Each country BSC AG-PMA focal point will check nationally the state of reporting data for the Kiev report (i.e. questionnaire completion).

· EEA representative to be invited to BSC-AG meetings and BSC representative to be invited to EEA-EIONET workshops.

· Based on these conclusions, EEA and BSC PS will draft a joint work plan for discussion relevant Advisory Groups for final approval by Executive Directors of BSC/EEA.

Annex 1 – List of workshop participants


List of Participants (                                               EEA-BSC AG PMA Joint Meeting 

Name
Title
Organisation
Phone
Fax
Email
Address









Bulgaria







Mr.Nikola Matev
Senior Expert
Water Protection Department
35929406529
35929809641
nmatev@moew.government.bg
Ministry of Environment and Water

67 William Gladstone Str

1000, Sofia

Mr. Svetoslav Cheshmedjiev
Chief Expert
Executive Agency for Environment
359 2 9559818
359 2 9559015
sve@entireweb.com










Georgia







Dr. Ramaz Chitanava
Advisor of the Minister
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources Protection
99532226722
99532226722
gmep@caucasus.net
68a Kostava Str., 380015, Tbilisi

Ms. Nino Tskhadadze
Head
Bucharest Convention Department, Ministry of Environment
99532335139
99532333952
gmep@caucasus.net
68a Kostava Str., 380015, Tbilisi









Romania







Mr. Dumitru Dorogan
Advisor
Ministry of Water and Environmental Protection, General Waters Management Directorate
4014104465
4014102032
dsrc@mappm.ro
12 Libertatii Boulevard, Sector 5, Bucharest

Ms.Adriana Cociasu
Senior Scientist
National Institute for Marine Research and Development
4041543288
4041831274
acociasu@alpha.rmri.ro


Mr. Radu Mihnea
Senior Scientist
National Institute for Marine Research and Development
4041543288
4041831274
rmihnea@alpha.rmri.ro


Name
Title
Organisation
Phone
Fax
Email
Address

Turkey







Mr. Bilgehan Ozbaylanli
Assistant Expert
Ministry of Environment, Foreign 

Relations Department
903122879963
903122853739
bozbaylanli@hotmail.com
Eskisehir Yolu, 8 km, Bilkent Kavsagi, Ankara


Mr. Sedat Kadioglu
Environmental Expert
Ministry of Environment
903122879963
903122855875
sedatkad@yahoo.com
Eskisehir Yolu, 8 km, Bilkent Kavsagi, Ankara


Ms. Senem Akyildiz
Biologist in the Environmental Information Systems Center
Ministry of Environment
903122879963
903122855875
tuana974@yahoo.com
Eskisehir Yolu, 8 km, Bilkent Kavsagi, Ankara










Ukraine







Ms. Natalia Movchan
Head of Water Resources Division
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources
380442297430
380442297430
water@menr.gov.ua
5 Khreschatyk Str.,

01601 Kiev

Prof. Valeriy Mikhailov
Director
Ukrainian Center of Sea Ecology
380482636622
380482636673
accem@te.net.ua
Frantsuzkiy Blvd., No: 89, 65009 Odessa

Mr. Yury Denga
Head of Laboratory
Ukrainian Center of Sea Ecology
380482636622
380482636673
lawmd@te.net.ua
Frantsuzkiy Blvd., No: 89, 65009 Odessa









EEA







Ms Anita Künitzer
Project Manager, Marine and Coastal Environment
European Environment Agency
4533367155
4533367199
anita.kuenitzer@eea.eu.int
Kongens Nytorv 6,

DK-1050 Copenhagen K









ETC Water







Prof. Evangelos Papathanassiou
Research Director
ETC/WTR


30109656046
30109653522
vpapath@fl.ncmr.gr
National Centre for Marine Research

Agios Kosmas, 

Hellinikon, Athens



Name
Title
Organisation
Phone
Fax
Email
Address

Dr Tim Lack
Manager
ETC/WTR
441793865135
441793865001
Lack@wrcplc.co.uk
Water Research Centre

Frankland Road, Blagrove, Swindon SN5 8YF

Mrs Ruth Cullingford
Data Manager
ETC/WTR
441793865029
441793865001
Cullingford_r@wrcplc.co.uk
Water Research Centre

Frankland Road, Blagrove, Swindon SN5 8YF

Mr Steve Nixon
Technical Manager
ETC/WTR
441793865166
441793865001
Nixon@wrcplc.co.uk
Water Research Centre

Frankland Road, Blagrove, Swindon SN5 8YF









BSC Permanent Secretariat







Mr. Plamen Dzhadzhev
Executive Director
Black Sea Commission Permanent Secretariat
902122279927
902122279933
pdzhadzhev@blacksea- environment.org
Dolmabahce Sarayi

II Hareket Kosku,

80680, Istanbul

Ms. Oksana Tarasova
PMA Officer
Black Sea Commission Permanent Secretariat
902122279927
902122279933
otarasova@blacksea- environment.org
Dolmabahce Sarayi

II Hareket Kosku,

80680, Istanbul

Mr Kiril Iliev
Information Specialist
Black Sea Commission Permanent Secretariat
902122279927
902122279933
kiliev@blacksea-environment.org
Dolmabahce Sarayi

II Hareket Kosku,

80680, Istanbul

Ms. Suna Gurler

Black Sea Commission Permanent Secretariat
902122279927
902122279933
sunagurler@blacksea-environment.org
Dolmabahce Sarayi

II Hareket Kosku,

80680, Istanbul









BSEP, PIU







Ms. Sema Acar
Program Coordinator
Black Sea Environmental Program, PIU
902122279927
902122279933
semaacar@blacksea-environment.org
Dolmabahce Sarayi

II Hareket Kosku,

80680, Istanbul

Mr Pat Reynolds
Sectoral Reform and Monitoring Specialist
Black Sea Environmental Program, PIU
902122279927
902122279933
pjreynolds@blacksea-environment.org
Dolmabahce Sarayi

II Hareket Kosku,

80680, Istanbul









Annex 2 – Memorandum of Understanding between the Black Sea Commission and the European Environment Agency (Draft)


 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN THE COMMISSION ON THE PROTECTION OF THE BLACK SEA AGAINST POLLUTION  (BACK SEA COMMISSION) AND

THE EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (EEA)

RECOGNIZING that the Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution ("the Commission")

a.
has functions under the 1992 Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution. It was signed in Bucharest on 21 April 1992, including its Protocols (Bucharest 21 April 1992) on Protection of the Black Sea Marine Environment against Pollution from Land-Based Sources; on Co-operation in Combating Pollution of the Black Sea Marine Environment by Oil and Other Harmful Substances in Emergency Situations and on the Protection of the Black Sea Marine Environment against Pollution by Dumping.

b.
seeks, where appropriate, to cooperate with competent regional organisations and other competent international organisations and competent bodies;

RECOGNIZING that the European Environment Agency (“EEA”)

a.
was established by a Council Regulation (EEC) Number 1210/90 of 7 May 1990 as amended by Council Regulation 933/1999 of 29 April 1999 of the European Community to produce objective, reliable and comparable information for the implementation and the further development of the European environment framing policy;

b.
has established, in cooperation with the Member States, a European Environment  Information and Observation Network, having as one of its elements, a network of European Topic Centres set up to carry out particular tasks identified in the Annual and Multi Annual Work Programmes;

c.
shall liaise with other relevant national, regional and global environmental programmes and institutions.

RECOGNIZING that the OSPAR Commission, HELCOM Commission and the Barcelona Convention UNEP-MAP Secretariat for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution, having functions similar to the functions of the Commission, also are developing agreements on cooperation with the EEA.

RECOGNIZING that both the Commission and the EEA are intergovernmental organisations which ensure the observance of the normal standards of public bodies in their work.

THE COMMISSION AND THE EEA have therefore reached the following understanding:

General
1.
The scope of the Memorandum is to set up the cooperation between the Commission and the EEA which shall be based upon the principles of reciprocity and work sharing.

2. Cooperation between the Commission and the EEA shall, inter alia, be focused on ensuring mutual compatibility of data, information and approaches to information provision and dissemination in the environmental field, based on their respective Work Programmes and avoiding duplication of efforts.

3. The principles of reciprocity and work sharing implies a free flow of mutually useful information and data between the two organisations that should not be paid for.

4. However, if the Commission or the EEA require assistance from the other organisation for the implementation of specific projects which are not included in the Work Programme of the other organisation, then the Commission or the EEA should be ready to award contracts for the implementation of such projects, following normal contractual agreements and procedures. 

5. Cooperation between the Commission and the EEA at the strategic level shall be made with reference to the Commission’s annual Action Plan and the relevant Work Programmes of the Commission’s subsidiary bodies on the one hand and the EEA’s Annual and Multi-annual Work Programmes on the other hand. The Commission and the EEA will develop, approve and implement a Work Plan for the implementation of this MOU.

6. The working link between the Commission and the EEA will be handled at an appropriate level, complemented by review meetings between the Coordinator of the Commission and the Executive Director of the EEA, at a frequency established by them. The Executive Secretary of OSPAR, of HELCOM and of the Barcelona Convention UNEP-MAP Secretariat shall be invited to attend these meetings. Other relevant international organizations may be invited to attend these meetings.

Cooperation with European Topic Centres

7.
Cooperation between the Commission and the European Topic Centres on Water (ETC/WTR), on Nature Protection and Biodiversity (ETC/NPB) and on Terrestrial Environment –including coastal zones- (ETC/TE) will be established within the ‘Inter-Regional Forum’ (IRF) operated under the responsibility of the ETC/WTR. Cooperation will focus on the following topics:

a.
promotion of new methodologies for monitoring;

b.
provision of data products and information;

c.
harmonisation of reporting procedures and requirements;

d.
review and use of assessment techniques and tools;

8.
A representative of the ETC/WTR, ETC/NPB and of the ETC/TE will be invited to participate in meetings of the Black Sea Commission’s subsidiary bodies and in any relevant meeting of the BSC itself 
9.
Travel and accommodation expenses of one representative of the Commission participating the IRF conference or workshop will be reimbursed by the ETC/WTR.

10.Cooperation on specific topics will be established between the Commission and other European Topic Centres, for example, the European Topic Centre Air and Climate Change and the European Topic Centre on Waste and Material Flows.

Assessment reports
11.The Commission will contribute to the establishment of European-wide assessment reports on marine environmental issues of the EEA, using work carried out within the framework of the Commission’s joint monitoring and assessment activities.

Disputes
12.If any dispute should arise between the Commission and the EEA about their mutual cooperation, both sides will endeavour to resolve it by agreement reached through consultation. If there is any difficulty in reaching such agreement, the Commission will nominate one person and the Executive Director of the EEA will nominate another. The two persons so nominated will then invite a suitable third person, who is not employed by, or an office holder in, either the Commission or the EEA, to assist them on a honorary basis in considering the matter and making a recommendation for the resolution of the dispute.

The Memorandum of Understanding
13.This MoU may be amended by mutual agreement. Such amendment will come into force on the date such amendment is signed by the two parties.

14.Either party may terminate this MoU by giving six months notice to the other party.

15.This MoU will come into effect upon signature.

For Black Sea Commission
For the EEA

Signature:



Signature: 

Plamen Dzhadzev, 

Executive Director
Domingo Jiménez-Beltrán

Executive Director

Date:     January 2002
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