(WEC5 In the indicator Fact Sheet) Biological quality of lakes 
There are some doubts about use as indicators abundance and frequency of occurrence of cyan bacteria: because some of cells could be very  large (big biomass) but very rare, and contrariwise – biomass of small cells will be less, but their abundance  - will be much bigger, so, using different indexes – could be different values of cyan bacteria so . 

WEU2 Nutrients in privers
Suggestion: to add macro invertebrates as indicator  for biological quality of rivers. 

WEU3/WEU12 Phosphorus and eutrophication indicators in lakes
From the fact sheet nor from the underlying spreadsheets it is unclear which country information has been used. Therefore comments on the factual correctness of statements and graphs is not possible.

 WEU12 Eutrofication indicators in lakes 
Suggestion: to use more Sub-indicators: chlorophyll “a” concentrations, color, phytoplankton biomass.

(WEU4) Nutrients in coastal waters

1) Suggestion: to replace the title of indicator into ‘Nutrients in coastal and marine (or open marine) waters’, because in this Fact Sheet there are involved marine waters too, or maybe it would be wise to separate costal and marine waters. 
2) About 30% of total nitrogen load entering the whole Baltic Sea originates from airborne inputs. N-fixing algae (blue-green algae) also supplements big amounts of nitrates from air to marine environment, so it would be wise to include atmospheric deposition as it is important source of nitrogen. 

3) It is suggestion to include more information for comparison to the ‘Key message’ – to compare several seas by enrichment of nitrate, phosphate, etc. From the text ‘Assessment of sub indicator’ some given comparisons could be included  in ‘Key message’ too. The readers usually do not read all text only key messages and review the pictures.
4) It was found a mistake in the Facts Sheet ‘Nutrients in coastal waters’. 
Lithuania has supplied nutrients (nitrate, phosphate) data from 7 monitoring stations. In the Fact Sheet the analysis is based on 11 monitoring stations. The analysis made for Lithuanian costal zone is wrong, because the data are taken from not existing monitoring stations. 
(WEU7) Loads (river in and direct) of nutrients to coastal waters

It is suggestion to note atmospheric deposition like one of the main sources on nutrients (nitrogen) in the Sea waters. 
(WEU13) Chlorophyll-a concentrations in transitional, coastal and marine waters.

In ‘Environmental context’ it is suggested to pay more attention on chlorophyll a causes of it’s concentration decreasing or increasing etc. 
(WHS6) Hazardous substances in marine organisms

There is some disagreement concerning hazardous substances (cadmium, lead) trends between EEA and HELCOM. 

According to HELCOM: “Cadmium concentrations in Baltic herring have increased significantly despite a general declining trend in concentrations in the waters of the Baltic Proper and the Western Baltic Sea”. Also “Since the 1980, lead concentrations in herring have generally decreased”. [The Baltic marine environment 1999-2002, Baltic Sea environment proceedings No.87. Helsinki commission 2003.] Different trends are shown in that Fact Sheet. 

