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Bedrich Moldan , Katherine Richardson, László Somlyódy, Jean-Marie Martin, EEA Scientific Committee

Patrick Murphy, Hans Stielstra, DG Environment Rainer Muthmann, Eurostat

Marine Conventions (OSPAR, HELCOM, UNEP/MAP, BSC, AMAP, ICES)

ETC Water consortium


	27 March 2003
AKÜ



Dear All,

Subject: Review of draft Topic Report ‘Hazardous substances in the European Marine Environment: Trends in metals and POPs’

For several years, EEA has been working on maps of hazardous substances in coastal waters. An EIONET review on such maps had been undertaken in November 2000 and several comments for changes had been received from EIONET. The EIONET workshop in November/December 2000 gave further comments as did the Inter-Regional Forum workshop in June 2001. DG Environment comments were received in September 2001. Based on these comments and updated data sets, ETC/Water has undertaken a new assessment in 2002 and a report has been produced around the new maps. This report is now ready for EIONET review. No data of the most recent priority data flow have been included, since the assessment has been done in 2002.

The report focuses on six hazardous substances in the Baltic Sea, North-East Atlantic Ocean, Mediterranean Sea and Black Sea, for which data availability is best. It describes the impacts of these substances on human health and the marine ecosystem, it lists the sources for emissions, it assesses the data on riverine inputs and direct discharges as well as atmospheric deposition, it analyses the quality of the available datasets, it assesses the trends in mussels and fish per sea area, and it provides maps with local levels and local trends in mussels and fish. Finally, an overview of the relevant legislation is given. The report includes recommendations for actions regarding improvement of reporting.

We have uploaded the draft Topic Report ‘Hazardous substances in the European Marine Environment: Trends in metals and POPs’ onto Circle into the public area of the interest group EIONET Water in order to allow also Marine Conventions to access it without password: 

Where to find the report:

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/products_eionet/hazardous_substances/report&vm=detailed&sb=Title
Where to upload comments:

http://eea.eionet.eu.int:8980/Members/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/products_eionet/hazardous_substances/international_organisati&vm=detailed&sb=Title
We kindly ask you to check the draft report for correct presentation of your data and make your comments and proposals for corrections and improvements.  Please upload your comments within 4 weeks from now on, but not later than 30 April 2003 onto Circle as specified above or send comments by email to:

Anita Künitzer

(EEA water topic team leader)

European Environment Agency

Kongens Nytorv 6

DK-1050 Copenhagen K

Denmark

Tel. (+45) 33 36 71 55

Fax (+45) 33 36 71 51

Email: anita.kuenitzer@eea.eu.int

It would be helpful if you could separate any comments into the following categories:

1. General comments on the Topic Report
2. Specific comments on text, graphs and maps including style and presentation.

I look forward to developing this report further with you.

Yours sincerely,

(signed)

Peter Bosch

(Programme Manager Environmental Assessment)

Kongens Nytorv 6

DK-1050 Copenhagen K

Denmark

Tel:
+45 33 36 71 00

Fax:
+45 33 36 71 99

E-mail: eea@eea.eu.int

Homepage: www.eea.eu.int
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