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Indicator Fact Sheet

(Code) Transitional waters and Coastal waters Habitats

Key message 

( There are intense pressures on transitional and coastal habitats in Europe due to high population densities and agriculture being a major land use. Within the EU Habitats Directive, 14 of the 65 priority habitats are in the coastal zone. Data is not yet available to examine the change in area of these habitats over time.

Figure 1: Population density and land cover in coastal areas  
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Notes: 

Sources: The CORINE land cover database (Version 12/2000) and the CORINE coastal erosion database (Version 1990), The European Environment Agency
Results and assessment 

Policy relevance: target or objective for the indicator 

The following policies are relevant to this indicator:

· Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (The Habitats Directive) aims to establish a 'favourable conservation status' for habitat types and species that require protection.

· Directive 79/409/EEC on wild birds aims to protect wild bird species and sites of importance for the maintenance of wild birds populations. 

· Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) - Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on Integrated Coastal Zone Management: a Strategy for Europe (COM/2000/547), adopted 27 September, 2000. This aims to promote remedies to prevent further deterioration and improve the environmental, socio-economic and cultural resources in the coastal zone.

· Convention on the conservation of European wildlife and natural habitats (the 'Bern Convention') which aims to conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural habitats.

Policy context (relevance of the indicator with reference to specific policy processes)

The Habitats Directive aims to promote the maintenance of biodiversity. It involves the establishment of a network (Natura 2000) of ecologically important sites comprising of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs (as defined by Directive 79/409/CEE - conservation of wild birds)). Annex 1 of the habitats directive lists 198 habitats types requiring protection and 65 of these have been designated as priority habitats. Priority habitats are those in danger of disappearance and that have their main range in the EU. Of these priority habitats 14 are coastal (these are listed at the end of this factsheet).

In addition, more than thirty per cent of the Special Protection Areas designated under the Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds are in the coastal zone.

Environmental context: (scientific soundness and choice and definition of the indicator)

The EU coastline is approximately 89,000 km and all around it the interface between the land and the sea provides a diverse range of habitats for many organisms that are specifically adapted to cope with the conditions there. However, the size of these coastal and transitional habitats are small in area and their continued depletion could result in a rapid decrease in biodiversity. Many coastal habitats also have important functions as nutrient sinks and also prevent coastal erosion.

Assessment

The pressure on coastal zones is particularly great as a wide range of human activities take place there (eg. industry, tourism, fishing, aquaculture) and population densities are high. The North Sea has the smallest proportion of its coast which is natural or semi-natural (forests, semi-natural land, wetlands, lagoons and estuaries).

Subindicators

Key message 

( Data is available from NATLAN on the area of different coastal habitats in the EEA countries. When this is updated it will be possible to compare areas in each country over time.
Figure 2: Area of saltmarsh by country  
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Notes: 

Sources: NATLAN

Figure 3: Area of inter-tidal flats by country 
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Notes: 

Sources: NATLAN
Assessment for the sub-indicator

Figures 2 and 3 show the areas of 2 selected coastal habitats in the EEA countries. When the data is updated it will be possible to see if and where increases and decreases have occurred
References
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Data 

Table 1: Land cover in coastal zone in km2.

Atlantic Coast
West Mediterranean Sea Coast
East Mediterranean Sea Coast
North Sea Coast
Baltic Sea Coast

Urban
5000
4000
1500
6500
4500

Industrial, commercial, transport
500
1000
500
500
500

agricultural
52000
34500
30000
51000
41000

forest and semi-natural
43000
27500
22500
14500
33500

wetlands
4500
500
500
5000
1000

lagoons, estuaries
1500
1000
1000
3000
2000

not classified
6500
500
500
1500
4000

TOTAL
113000
69000
56500
82000
86500

Table 2: Land cover in coastal zone as percentages of the total for each coastline.

Atlantic Coast
West Mediterranean Sea Coast
East Mediterranean Sea Coast
North Sea Coast
Baltic Sea Coast

Urban
4.42
5.80
2.65
7.93
5.20

Industrial, commercial, transport
0.44
1.45
0.88
0.61
0.58

agricultural
46.02
50.00
53.10
62.20
47.40

forest and semi-natural
38.05
39.86
39.82
17.68
38.73

wetlands
3.98
0.72
0.88
6.10
1.16

lagoons, estuaries
1.33
1.45
1.77
3.66
2.31

not classified
5.75
0.72
0.88
1.83
4.62

Coastal zone Priority habitats listed in annex 1 of the habitats directive

· Posidonia beds (Posidonion oceanicae)

· Coastal lagoons

· Inland salt meadows

· Mediterranean salt steppes (Limonietalia)

· Iberian gypsum vegetation (Gypsophiletalia)

· Pannonic salt steppes and salt marshes

· Boreal Baltic coastal meadows

· Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation ('grey dunes')

· Decalcified fixed dunes with Empetrum nigrum
· Atlantic decalcified fixed dunes (Calluno-Ulicetea)

· Machairs (Ireland)

· Coastal dunes with Juniperus spp.

· Wooded dunes with Pinus pinea and/or Pinus pinaster
· Pannonic inland dunes

Spreadsheet file: 

% landcover in coastal zone.xls

lcargr.xls

annex 1 habitats.xls

Meta data
Technical information
1. Data source: CORINE landcover, NATLAN, EEA

2. Description of data:

3. Geographical coverage: Europe

4. Temporal coverage: Data is only available for 1 year a present

5. Methodology and frequency of data collection: Data collected by satellite imaging about every 10 years at present

6. Methodology of data manipulation, including making ‘early estimates’:

Quality information
7. Strength and weakness (at data level): Good overall view. Low resolution 

8. Reliability, accuracy, robustness, uncertainty (at data level): Consult ETC terrestrial environment.

9.
Overall scoring (give 1 to 3 points: 1=no major problems, 3=major reservations): 

Relevancy: 

Accuracy: 1

Comparability over time: 3

Comparability over space: 1

Further work required 

It should be possible to compare areas for the priority coastal habitats over time when the CORINE landcover data is updated.  
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