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General comments Issue report

( Easy accessible information. High overview, is welcomed. Transparancy of data used and assessment methods are appreciated, which means that this permits detailed comments.

( It is unclear who will use the report. The effort for preparing such a report is considerable, but most of the information is already available in other reports. It is probably worthwhile to prepare less, but more user-oriented (policy makers?) products. This may improve the effectiveness and acceptation of EEA European information deliveries.

( Only Dutch OSPAR data have been used, which might be the case for other OSPAR countries. These data are through a joint Monitroring and Assessment programme comparable. Apparantly there is little to no time while preparing these reports to have further checks through additional country

data.
( The WIR report as an overall outcome of how can be reported at European level is by nature superficial.The added value is informative.

· Our detailed check of the correctness of the information reveals apparent weaknesses related to the selection of data  and  methods of assessment used . No check in advance from individual countries on the selection of stations, time series, methodology and check ups of latest countries views on trend assessments in their waters. This latter weakness is ongoing for years, has been discussed in EIONET several times and the fact that this request does not seem yet to be deemed worthy to accommodate, leaves us with a renewed request for thorough communication IN ADVANCE.

2. Specific Comments on individual chapters.

Accessible. The rephrasing of the policy question could be less pronounced editing .  

Detailed Comments and text revisions.:

	
	Nutrients in coastal and marine waters
	(  Nutrient concentrations in Europe’s Seas have generally remained stable over recent years, though a few stations in the Baltic, Black and North) Seas have demonstrated a slight decrease in nitrate and phosphate concentrations. Fewer stations in the Baltic and North Seas also showed an increase in phosphate concentrations


Table 4.1 pg 17 Nutrients in Coastal and Marine Waters ; Assessment : r.5 Delete ( phosphate only) . Comment: The method of assessment is not very refined. ( see our Eutrophication comments). The text boxes does not leave much space for nuances. The nuance phosphate downward trend only is not just.

Pg 23 Pay attention to incorrectness of statements in alinea 30 left column,
Nitrate concentration increases are evident in three rivers for which there is a long time series available. , the River Ythan and the River Tyne in Scotland and the River Seine in France. 
left colomn. r 32. ‘’The river Rhine in Germany’’ is also incorrect. It encompasess nine countries:  Das Rhein Einzugsgebiet verteilt sich auf insgesamt 9 Staaten mit sehr unterschiedlichen Flächenanteilen (Schweiz: 28.000 km², Italien: 70 km², Liechtenstein: 166 km², Österreich: 2.400 km², Deutschland: 106.000: km², Frankreich: 23.300 km², Belgien: 1.600 km², Luxemburg: 1.600 km², Niederlande: 22.700 km²).

Pg 26
There have been significant decreases in riverine and direct loads of nitrogen and phosphorus into the Baltic and North Seas since 1985 (see Figure 4.14). However, from the applied trend detection method used, no trend is observed in winter surface nitrate concentrations in the Greater North Sea (Figure 4.12 and Map 4.1 and 4.2) Individual countries applying more refined assessment methods do show however reduction of Nitrate . Since 1991 in Dutch coastal waters there is a nitrogen decrease  which is in line with the found reduction in nitrate of the River Rhine.(see Fig 4.8) 
Comments on Map 4.1 , 4.2 .

1. The represented dots reflect all available stations which correspond to the selection criteria indicated : Time series 1985-2000 (with at least 3 years data in the period 1995-2000). There seems to be evidence, that all stations available  in the xls files are used in the plotting, which is more than applying to the criteria. 

2. The scale of the dots show most Dutch dots lying in front of the Belgian coast. The color for nitrate+nitrite in map 4.1 might be true as a result form the methodology applied, but is not reflecting Dutch scientific insights.(see point 3)

3. Further from the xls file data Nand P, it can be seen that at 4 Dutch locations the longitude of the time series is more than 15 years (24-27 years). In the case of nitrate this influences the outcome of the trend assessment. RIKZ does not appreciate OSPAR data before 1985 to be used for comparative trend analysis as these data in the OSPAR data base are not updated through later validation checks. Since 1991 DIN trend is downwards for the Dutch Coast (assessed through winter concentrations (dec-jan.feb)). 

[image: image1.emf]Trend in Phosphate concentration on the Noordwijk transect at salinity 30

0,000

0,020

0,040

0,060

0,080

0,100

0,120

1991 19921993 1994 1995 19961997 1998 1999 20002001 2002

Year

PO4 in mg P/l

0,00

0,50

1,00

1,50

2,00

2,50

3,00

3,50

PO4 in umol P/l

PO4  

 - 95% inv.

 + 95% inv.

trend value

background


[image: image2.emf]Trend in DIN concentration on the Noordwijk transect at salinity 30
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4. The use of march data as part of the winter period is for Dutch coastal waters not correct as at that time biological activity ihas been starting alreading.

Weak points 1-4 reflect why we appreciate to have in advance checks for the methodology applied.

3. Indicator fact sheet  25 Chlorophyll-a concentrations in European Marine waters 

1. Please rename in title European Coastal and Marine waters.

2. Number of dots represented on map  fig 2 seems to include all availabel stations and not the ones applying to the selection criteria.

3. It is important to select only stations which are relevant for the question of a relation ship between chlorophyl a and land-based inputs of nutrients. As such Figure 2 dots of stations at 70 and 100 km perpendicular to the Dutch coast do not make sense.
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