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In the Work Programme 2005-2006 endorsed by Water Directors in December 2004, an activity on the State of the Environment was foreseen under the Working Group D on Reporting, and leaded by the EEA.
Version 3 of this draft was provided to the SCG on 19.05.05.

It took into account comments given in writing by Finland, Sweden and the Netherlands. The comments focused on:
a) the question of the scope and frequency of SOE-data under the SOE-WISE stream

b) the focus of the guidance document

c) the timetable of the activity

After the SCG, further comments were received that have been incorporated into version 6 that was provided to the first meeting on the drafting group 15.0705.
This was discussed and changes have been agreed that are included in version 7 presented to Water Directors.
Water Directors endorsed version 7 of the mandate at the meeting 20./21. June in Mondorf les Bains, Luxemburg
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Beate Werner (Beate.Werner@eea.eu.int)



WG D – Reporting

Activity sheet 2 – State of the Environment 
(Lead: EEA)

i. Objectives

The objective of the drafting group on ‘state of the environment’ is to establish, progressively develop and implement a streamlined flow of data and information on the state of, and pressures, on the environment and the trends therein. It should lead the way towards an open and easy access to all SOE data generated under the WFD that are relevant to maintain and improve EU-level assessments on state of environment and trends done by EEA based on annual reporting .. 

This streamlined data flow at the same time has to be linked to other reporting purposes.

The data flow will provide a shared pool of common and timely information on the state of, and pressures on, Europe’s water (WISE = Water Information System for Europe) that meets the needs of all those organisations requiring to report and make assessments at a European level by giving easy access to the relevant data, information and services in line with the INSPIRE principles, and facilitating data assimilation where necessary. 

To meet this objective the drafting group has to formulate the requirements for the development of WISE and foster the implementation in a way that the full conceptual integration between WFD and EEA-SOE data flows can take place under WISE by 2007. In order to ensure the continuation of the SOE work done by EEA and the EIONET so far and to streamline the reporting activities, the SOE-part of WISE should be maintained with the level of frequency and aggregation that is needed to ensure reliable and comparable EU-level assessments building on what is presently agreed in the EIONET (at least annual data where available from national monitoring programmes). This continuation would enable the establishment of the SOE- reporting for 2007 as the first one under the new regime. The drafting group will discuss and agree on the appropriate level of temporal and spatial aggregation for different parameters in relation to the ongoing indictor assessments and the question how it could be fitted most effectively into the frequency of the compliance reporting to evolve into an integrated but distinct data set also facilitating the reporting under the compliance stream. 

ii. Tasks and expected outcomes

1) Clarification on reporting streams required for and contributing to SOE-assessments; 
In a first step the drafting group specifies the following two data flows required for State of the Environment assessments:
a) the data and information that is reported by the Member States for the purpose of  documenting compliance with the specified directives in the field of water and 
b) other data and information that the Member States commit themselves to making available in order to enable reporting on state of, and pressures, on the environment and the trends therein. 
Furthermore agreement should be reached and formulated to what extent the information and data that must be communicated to the Commission under the WFD contributes to the assessment of the state of the environment and the analysis of trends, and where the data collected under other directives, agencies and other international organisations can usefully complement them.

2) Review of existing guidance documents; The identification of the SOE and pressure parameters has to be based on the existing guidance documents especially from the WG 2.7 on Monitoring and the EEA guidance documents for the former Eurowaternet. Out of this review it will be identified what data are available and how and where certain aspects need further development. In addition, the SOE-WISE reporting guidance should take into account the monitoring guidance (where developed) for other Directives and international obligations. For example, informal guidance has been developed for the Nitrates Directive, and the guidance that is being developed for chemical monitoring under the WFD., ESTAT  also describes (to a very limited extent in terms of the state of rivers) its needs in the Joint Questionnaire. The aim is to use the existing or currently developed monitoring networks most efficiently and to add no new requirements on top of the WG 2.7 Monitoring guidance.

3) Guidance on scope of SOE-parameters;.
The drafting group should give guidance on which (sub)-sets of data should be made available for surface and groundwater from the data collected under monitoring programmes for the WFD, other water-related Directives and other international obligations. This should be done in close cooperation with the work on formulation of reporting sheets and the compliance checking drafting group. Hence agreement will have to be reached on what is reported: determinants  or information are e.g. physico-chemical (nitrate, phosphate, etc.), biological (benthic invertebrates, fish etc.) and hydromorphological (habitat features, river flow etc.) quality elements, and at which temporal and spatial aggregation. This guidance has to be developed in alignment with the ongoing development of monitoring networks in the member countries. 
4) Guidance on data processing, handling and reporting. To ensure a streamlined, comparable data set, to be used in European-level assessments, for the guidance agreements have to be reached on how data from the developed monitoring networks have to be processed and prepared at national or river basin level and European level to feed into the respective assessments.

This includes 

· Ensuring interoperability (semantic, conceptual and referential aspects) between the national/regional and EU-level set of information

· Aspects of Quality Assurance/Quality Control and comparability

· Statistical aspects;

· Meta data building on relevant international standards to support the reported SOE data and what it is valid for;

· Use of models for the provision of information

· Business rules on data handling, presentation and dissemination;

· Aggregation procedures that respect data policy issues.

· Schedule for regular updating (based on the existing EIONET-water data flow). 

5) Requirements for technical integration; In parallel and linked to the above, the group will give recommendations on how to develop the SOE data flow as an integrated part of WISE. The task will be to define requirements for the technical tools in WISE, e.g. integration with the Data Dictionary, national data services and the REPORTNET process, and how to build up on a common spatial tool for visualisation as well as further assessments. The agreement on the integration of the (conceptually adopted) Eionet-Water into SOE-WISE, with all aspects of data flow organisation and technical implementation, will be part of that. The developments under the INSPIRE initiative should be taken into account, including GIS aspects.
iii. Detailed timetable and milestones
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iv. Contact person/s

Lead: 

EEA

Contact: 
Jeff Huntington (jeff.huntington@eea.eu.int) and 

Beate Werner ( beate.werner@eea.eu.int) 

v. Participants

MS:  Nominations as laid out in participants-list  of the drafting group 
EEA, COM / DG ENV, COM / JRC, COM / EUROSTAT

i. Type and intensity of work 

The drafting group on SOE-reporting under the WFD will be established under Working Group D on Reporting, to carry out this activity. It will meet at a frequency and schedule to be decided at a later stage by Working Group D.

The drafting group will define the modalities for drafting and analysing reporting options.
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