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	Collation of Comments on this version
	


What should be reported?

National EQR values for angiosperms quality element and their national EQR class boundaries for natural coastal and transitional (CT) water bodies. The EQR class boundaries are to be reported once and only again if and when revised. Confidence in the classification of ecological status shall also be reported, indicating high/medium or low confidence levels
Why is it needed?

The information will be used in development of new EEA indicators to assess state and trends of biological quality element - angiosperms, and to monitor progress with achieving European policy objectives. The information will eventually be used to develop a pan-European assessment of ecological status for CT waters in a comparable way and to identify potential environmental problem areas at the European level. 

The marine component of SoE reporting will be further developed as envisaged in the frame of the Water Framework Directive Common Implementation Strategy Working Group D on ‘Reporting and WISE’ mandate. This outlines also the need for cooperation with respective groups under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) to develop a coherent SoE reporting on the status and trends of transitional, coastal and marine waters.
How should it be reported?

Determinands
National EQR-values for angiosperms indexes for each of the reported natural CT water bodies and National EQR class boundaries for angiosperms indexes for natural CT waters reported (the latter to be reported once, and again only if revised)

· The determinand (national EQR-values) should be reported annually if measured every year. In cases where monitoring of angiospersm is not performed every year, the determinand should be reported in the year it becomes available at a national level e.g. once every two years, once every three years etc. For the test data flow, time series as long as possible should be reported
· National EQR class boundaries shall be reported in accordance to Commission decision D000343/03 on establishing, pursuant to Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council, the values of the Member State monitoring system classifications as a result of the intercalibration exercise.
Supporting background information 
The information requested here is relevant background information that helps the EEA interpret EQR values.  Much of this information is of an unchanging nature and should thus after the first reporting, be reported again if something is changed.  The information includes:

· Name of the Index used as well as a description of or reference to the method (i.e. Intertidal Seagrass Abundance (density) and Species Composition Multimetric). If this data flow is established as a permanent WISE-SOE data flow, EEA plans to make the indexes, their methodologies and references to the location of original data sets part of the requested information. 

· A short description of the methodological details of sampling, analysis, and the specific rules for data/ site aggregation methods used for the requested EQR values including:

· Sampling frequency – number of sampling events per year for each station.

· Number of stations for each CT water body.

· Sampling month and year
· Number of samples used to calculate annual average and/or median values and confidence levels for any site within the water body.

· Number of sites and sub-sites used to calculate the average and/or median values for the CT water body as a whole.
General information on CT water bodies used for SOE reporting 

The following general information for each of the CT water bodies is requested:

· Unique water body code (see reporting sheet on ‘geographical information’);

· Type and category (i.e. coastal or transitional) of each water body (to be reported only once for each water body and again only if it changes), 

· If not previously reported, the stations characteristics including proxy pressure information should be reported (see SoE reporting sheet No. 14 - STA_CHA_PRE for details
)
Treatment of data by country before reporting 

Temporal and spatial aggregation:
The station specific national EQR values should be aggregated to an annual average and/or median value for each of the reported natural CT water bodies. If several stations are monitored within a CT water body, then a site-averaged value should be calculated. It should be indicated whether reported values are mean or median values. 

In case that multihabitat metrics are provided as supporting information, only annually averaged water body specific values are requested. Aggregation rules of the classification systems should be reported, showing how discrete values from single sites are aggregated into water body level assessment for angiosperms BQE.
Treatment of data by EEA after the reporting

The new EEA indicator that will be developed using this data flow is ‘Ecological status of seagrasses’.
The national EQR values, obtained from the WFD monitoring results and calculated according to boundary setting protocol(
) will be translated to normalised EQR values by EEA. Interpolation technique will be used, to allow the data to become comparable across regions. 

There are several options for aggregation of obtained data.  The normalised data could be used to elaborate a new EEA indicator, including for example:

· Summaries of the normalised EQR values grouped into high, good, moderate, poor and bad classes to describe environmental state at a relevant spatial scale. The spatial scale can be either regional or sub-regional depending on the volume of data received in this test data flow.
· Time series of the normalised EQR values aggregated for different European coastal ecoregions or sub-regions and associated trend analysis summarized as the proportion of stations within each region or sub-region, for which there are statistically significant increasing, decreasing or no trend in normalised EQR values. 













































































































� Geographic and pressure information for the water bodies should be reported according to the Guidance on “Reporting required for assessing the state of, and trends in, the water environment at the European level”. Geographic and pressure information for the water bodies is not needed if already reported to EEA.





� CIS WG Ecostat: Template for the development of a boundary setting protocol for the purposes of the intercalibration exercise





