Note to the mapping of WFD stations against EIONET stations
The 6829 WFD stations have been mapped against the list of EIONET-water stations (but only those that are not marked as ‘M’ for marine). The latter list contains 4017 stations.
The mapping has been conducted by taking each single WFD station and finding the closest station to it in the EIONET-water CT station list. The resulting list of stations matching the distances can then be sorted by distance, in order to identify stations that lie sufficiently close to each other to be regarded as the same station. The result is that only 15 stations ‘map’ (match) perfectly, in the sense that they have the exact same latitude and longitude in the two station tables (distance = 0). This low match between the two lists is not surprising since this demand that latitude and longitude are given with the exact same number of decimals.

As a result, and in order to proceed further with this mapping, a limit for the largest allowable distance between the two sets of stations needs to be set (i.e. setting a ‘cut-off’ allowing to evaluate when two stations may not be the same any longer, which is not straight forward and still under development). This distance depends on the geographic area (e.g. larger distances in coastal bays than in estuaries).
Using a cut-off of 1 km, 1336 WFD stations get a match in the EIONET station table. However, it should be noted that some WFD stations have been marked as being EIONET-water stations (in the WFD stations list) by the EU Member States that provided them, but do not match a station from the EIONET-Water station table when this 1 km distance criteria is used. That might indicate that the selection of a 1 km distance is in general conservative or that some EIONET-water stations have not been reported to EIONET-Water. It is important to emphasise that input from the individual countries is needed in order to confirm that the result of this mapping exercise are valid. 
The Excel sheet shows the result of this mapping. Only a few columns are shown here in order to get an easy overview. The columns are:

1. WFD Country Code: The country code of the WFD station
2. WFD Station Code (EU_CD): The station code for this WFD station

3. EIONET Country Code: The country code of the EIONET station that shows the closest match to this particular WFD Station

4. EIONET Station Code (NationalStationID): The station code of  the EIONET station that shows the closest match to this particular WFD Station

5. WFD LAT: The latitude of the particular WFD station

6. WFD LON: The longitude of the particular WFD station

7. EIONET LAT: The latitude of the EIONET that shows the closest match to this particular WFD Station

8. EIONET LON: The longitude of the EIONET that shows the closest match to this particular WFD Station

9. Distance: The distance (km) between the particulat WFD station and the EIONET station that shows the closest match.

It is clear that some WFD stations are quite far from the closest EIONET station. The focus should be on the stations that shows a close match
Guidance and Question to the EIONET Marine and Coastal NRCs
It is suggested that each country representative downloads the particular excel sheet and have a closer look at her/his country stations mapping (e.g. by sorting these stations by distance). It is furthermore suggested that each country identifies correct matches of station by indicating:
· Stations that are mapped correctly could be marked by color coding (e.g. mark correct mapping with green color)

· Stations that are relatively close but not representing a correct match could be marked in red

· If national stations list exist were the stations “belonging” to the WFD,EIONET, OSPAR, HELCOM, MEDPOL or any other commission please upload these lists
