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To the NRCs on water quantity
CC: NFPs 
Dear National Reference Centres (NRC) on water quantity

In 2008 EEA together with countries and Eurostat discussed and agreed on improved data collection on water availability, water abstraction and water use, including a test data exchange and a Thematic Eionet Workshop 'Water Quantity and Use' (June 2008 in Copenhagen)  to discuss improved water quantity reporting. Further work on aligning the SoE#3 with the Eurostat Joint Questionnaire of Inland Waters (JQ IWA) has been carried out. The result is formulated in a WISE-SOE water quantity reporting sheet and this reporting sheet was agreed together with other WISE-SOE reporting sheets at the French Water Directors November meeting
. In February 2009 the reporting sheet was presented to the EEA network (Eionet/NFP) and accepted as the basis for future water quantity report to EEA. During the second half of 2009 EEA will run the next regular water reporting including reporting on water quantity as specified in the reporting sheet.
The Water Quantity reporting will now follow the regular WISE-SoE data flow and the reporting will be facilitated by a specifically designed input tool. This input tool will be available to the member countries early September 2009. Due to the fact that the Water Quantity reporting introduces flexibility in reporting at different spatial and temporal scales, the traditional EIONET process and related reporting formats are not user friendly enough to accommodate these needs. Thus, a user friendly reporting input tool is currently under development and will be distributed to the member countries in the beginning on September in order to use for this reporting. 

In order to further facilitate the process a Data Manual has been developed and is distributed in the current communication to allow the member countries to get familiar with the data and better prepare towards the reporting obligations and deadlines. This Data Manual holds the technical specifications for the Water Quantity data requested. The purpose of this manual is to support countries in reporting good quality data, providing the full details of the data requested on the state and quantity of water resources in the SoE reporting sheet#3 also in alignment with the Eurostat JQ IWA and containing detailed specifications in a structured format.  In general the data requested are described in the manual under three main categories: Water Availability, Water Abstraction, and Water Use. The Data Manual is distributed at the current time (before the actual data reporting starts) in order to a) facilitate the countries in getting more familiar with the requested data, and b) help the countries towards identifying their sources/data providers and organizing their internal data collection in order to be better prepared when the input tool is launched. Suggestions from users on how to improve the document as well as requests for clarifications are welcome and should be addressed to Ms. Maggie Kossida (m.kossida@chi.civil.ntua.gr).
Thank you for your cooperation, and with a wish of a nice summer
Best regards,
Peter Kristensen
Project Manager Inland Water
European Environment Agency
Kongens Nytorv 6
DK-1050 Copenhagen K
Tel: +45 3336 7225
 

Attached documents:

1. Water Quantity Data Manual (.doc file)
































































































































































� � HYPERLINK "http://eea.eionet.europa.eu/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/copenhagen_freshwater_1&vm=detailed&sb=Title" ��http://eea.eionet.europa.eu/Public/irc/eionet-circle/water/library?l=/copenhagen_freshwater_1&vm=detailed&sb=Title� 
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